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Lutheran Church 

April 7, 2024 

2nd Sunday 

of  Easter 

Communion 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffrey 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude                 This Joyful Eastertide                 Arr. Alice Jordan        
                    
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:       Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain             ELW 363 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                          
 





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s            
resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the 
power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                                 Acts 4:32-35   
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

32
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 

no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they 
owned was held in common. 

33
With great power the apostles gave their        

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. 

34
There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 

lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 
35

They 
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
   

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                                      Psalm 133   
 

 
1
How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity! 

 
 

2
It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, upon the 

    beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 
 
 

3
It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. For there the 

    Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.   



 
 
Second Reading:                  1 John 1:1--2:2  
 
 

A reading from 1 John. 
 
 

       1
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, 

what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 
with our hands, concerning the word of life—

2
this life was revealed, and 

we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that 
was with the Father and was revealed to us—

3
we declare to you what we 

have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

4
We 

are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 
 

5
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 

God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 
6
If we say that we have 

fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do 
what is true; 

7
but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son   
cleanses us from all sin. 

8
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive     

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
9
If we confess our sins, he who is 

faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all               
unrighteousness. 

10
If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 

and his word is not in us. 
 
 

2:1
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 

sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous; 

2
and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 

for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:                        John 20:19-31 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

19
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 

the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews,    
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 

20
After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. 

21
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
22

When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

23
If you forgive 

the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 
 

24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 
25

So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 
26

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 

27
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 

and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe.” 

28
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29
Jesus said 

to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 



 
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book. 

31
But these are written so that you may come to 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through          
believing you may have life in his name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 386 



*Creed             
  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the          
disciples, draw near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our 
faith is renewed and we witness to your love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops,           
wildflowers, and all growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and 
others who tend the soil and nurture plants into life. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters,         
paramedics, and other first responders to work for the well-being of            
communities and the dignity of every person, that no one may need to live in 
fear. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for 
justice, for an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all 
are fed and safe. We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain (especially). 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons, 
musicians, and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy 
Week and Easter worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of 
us to serve. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you 
(especially Dietrich Bonhoeffer and all whose lives have been given in       
faithfulness to the gospel). Grant us your peace amid our fears. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray,    
trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living 
Lord. 
Amen. 



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our 
 time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

C: Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 

We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 
glorious resurrection our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave 
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world, you 
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have 
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our 
hearts , that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us 
in his holy supper. 
 
For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 
Again, after the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”. 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



Communion Distribution — please come to the step before altar as led by the 
Spirit to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace.  
C: Amen 

*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
once revealed yourself to your disciples.  



*Song after Communion:        



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and  
 nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to  
 proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
 our redeemer and friend. 
 
 
C: Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:     Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia!        ELW 369 
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God!  
 
Recessional:                       Festival Postlude          B. Tours  
 
  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                     

The Family of Janet Kauffman  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

                     

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 
UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 

 
SWEETS AND TREATS  TODAY        APR 7 10 AM 
POTLUCK DINNER            APR 21 12 PM 
ALLEGHENY CHORALE SPRING CONCERT    APR 28 3 PM 
SWEETS AND TREATS           MAY 5 10 AM 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING         MAY 5 12 PM 
POTLUCK DINNER            MAY 19 12 PM 
CHURCH PICNIC            JUN 23 11 AM 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL 
BE: TODAY April 7, 2024 

    Provided By: Shirley Manbeck 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor 
Sweets and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

 

The next Potluck Dinner is 
 

April 21, 2024 
 

12PM 

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

MAY 5, 2024   
 

12 PM         



* Congregation is asked to bring cookies for the reception after the concert. 



Feeding Partnership with                             

St Luke’s Episcopal  

Our neighbor, St Luke’s Episcopal Church, have been in the process 
with the sale of their building. The plan is that St. Luke’s will be able 
to continue to  worship in their space as part of this sale but some of 
their other ministries are having to make some changes. In              
conversation between St James’ council and representatives from      
St Luke’s we made sure that St Luke’s Monthly Feeding Ministry 
would continue in our neighborhood. Starting this month, we          
unfortunately were impacted by the snow in January, St Luke’s will 
be hosting a free community luncheon. If you are interested in      
helping, please let Pastor Drew know and he will get you in touch 
with St Luke’s point person.  



Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  You can use the 
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer 
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page. 
 
Church Picnic will be held June 23, 2024  at Highland 
Park, Pavilion #2 
 
 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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