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we ask that

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
January 7, 2024
Baptism of our
Lord
Communion
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
you please sign our guest book.

ply: Vice Pastor Drew McCaffell'\X
anist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell

g
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Pulpit Sup
Church Or

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Brightest and Best Arr. J.P. Harding

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized ELW 304
NEXT PAGE



Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895—1984, alt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves
over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your
Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5
A reading from Genesis.

'In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth was
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters. *Then God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. “And God saw that the light was good; and God separated
the light from the darkness. “God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 29

'Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

’Ascribe to the LoRD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the
beauty of holiness.

“The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD
is upon the mighty waters.

“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a
voice of splendor.

*The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of
Lebanon;

°the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a
young wild ox.

"The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.

*The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the
wilderness of Kadesh.



“The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests
bare. And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”

'"“The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned
as king forevermore.

'O LoRob, give strength to your people; give them, O LoRD, the blessings
of peace.

Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7
A reading from Acts.

'While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions
and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. ’He said to them,
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They
replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” “Then he
said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s
baptism.” “Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance,
telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is,
in Jesus.” "On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. “When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—'altogether there were
about twelve of them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
F U Fu. i
rl
Al-le - Tu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
0 u
A — i » —
: A — ;

You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.



*GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord

“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. >And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
®Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who
is more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down
and untie the thong of his sandals. °| have baptized you with water; but
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

’In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. '“And just as he was coming up out of the water,
he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on
him. "'And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you | am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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*Hymn of the Day:

We Respond to the Word

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

ELW 249
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621




*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing
on the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your church, God of forgiveness.
Uplift leaders (church leaders may be named) to share the truth of your word in
community. Encourage us to live into the promises of baptism, working for
justice and peace in all the world. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Renew your creation, God of thunder and mighty waters. Restore the rivers in
which your children are baptized. May fields flourish and grow. Summon the
stewards and caretakers of the land to cherish your good works. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Give strength to your leaders, God who is present in every country and
community. Raise up leaders committed to equity and healing. Grant them
discernment and compassion as they lead in love. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Protect and cherish the most vulnerable among us, God of strength.
Accompany those separated from family or hurting from broken relationships.
Shelter our unhoused neighbors and any experiencing poverty. Protect those
incarcerated in prisons and detention centers. Care for the sick and suffering
(especially). God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Encourage this congregation, God who calls and sends disciples. Guide us in
accompanying, learning from, and serving our neighbors on the margins,
following the example of Jesus. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Trusting the assurance of the Holy Spirit, we remember all who have died and
rest in God’s care. Give hope to those who grieve even as we rest in your
eternal promise of resurrection. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

o

We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all
nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and
in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world, you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have

prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our
hearts , that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us
in his holy supper.

For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of

me.

Again, after the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Lamb of God
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Communion Distribution — please come to the step before altar as led by the

Spirit to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.
C: Amen



*Song after Communion:
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*Prayer after Communion
P: Let us pray.
Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s

body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your
glory, now and forever.

C: Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: As with Gladness Men of Old ELW 302
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light



As with Gladness Men of Old
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As with glad - ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
As with  joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low -ly bed,
As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-'ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,

and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran-somed souls at last
thou its light, its joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not down;

¥

N

|

TN
T

|
|
™|

|I.I\, s ——
ﬁx—djgi‘l'i’ jg‘|—‘—d,

|
i ’ rr r < £
so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
] may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’'n-ly king.

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our Kking.
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 17861872



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery
Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Jean Bickel Donna Wilt
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The Family of Janet Kauffman

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.

Homewood: In their own homes:
Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

WELCA BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN ENDS TODAY

JAN 7, 2024
SWEETS AND TREATS FEB 410 AM
POTLUCK DINNER FEB 18 12 PM
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MAR 10 12 PM

REMINDER: Worship Service will move to the Sunday School
Room from January 7th to March 24th!

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
WILL BE
February 4, 2024
Provided By: Peggy Thatcher

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets

and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!
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Campaign

Be a “STAR” this Christmas!

Jeremiah 29:11 “For | know the plans | have for you declares the Lord”
Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future

Pick up an empty bottle from our Christmas Tree in
the foyer. Campaign starts November 19. Take your
bottle home and fill it with spare change. Bring your

bottle back by TODAY January 7, 2024

*Take one for friend or relative. Remember:
“Every Life Matters!” “Every Coin Counts!”

Fill a Bottle! Save a Life!

*Precious Life provides resources to a young girl who needs to choose life for her young child.




WEL-CA NEWS

WELCA GROUP Would like to meet right after
Sunday’s Service!

JANUARY 14, 2024
In the fellowship hall.

We are always looking for new members. We have a great
deal to discuss!

B‘essinis to You in the New Year
/V\az? peace fill ysur werld,
/V\a7 feve fill yBUr feme

With cenlenTmenT and &amgmus, Too

In wenderfuf ways
/\/\a? THis yrar of new da?

Be filled wiTh sweet bf&ss.r\?s for 4o,

Hamoj New Year




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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