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we ask that

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
January 14, 2024

2nd Sunday
After Epiphany
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
you please sign our guest book.

ply: Vice Pastor Drew McCaffell'\X
anist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell

g
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Pulpit Sup
Church Or

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: We Three Kings Arr. J.H. Hopkins

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies ELW 553
NEXT PAGE



Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
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I Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on - ly light,
2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn un - ac-com - pa-nied by thee;
3 Vis - it then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
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Sun of righ-teous-ness, a - rise,

tri - umph o’er the

shades of night;

joy-less is the day’s re - turn, till thy mer-cy’s beams [ see,
fill me, ra-dian - cy di- vine, scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart ap - pear
till  they in - ward light im - part, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
more and more thy - self dis-play, shin-ing to the per - fect day.
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: RATISBON, J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for
the countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more
clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day
praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]
A reading from 1 Samuel.

'Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LoRD under Eli. The word of the
LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.

°At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not
see, was lying down in his room; “the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was.
“Then the LoRbD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here | am!” °and ran
to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie
down again.” So he went and lay down. “The LORD called again, “Samuel!”
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he
said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” "Now Samuel did not yet know the
LoRrD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. *The LORD
called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said,
“Here | am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling
the boy. “Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you
shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”” So Samuel went and lay
down in his place.

""Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!”
And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [ 'Then the LoRD said
to Samuel, “See, | am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears
of anyone who hears of it tingle. “On that day | will fulfill against Eli all that |
have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. "°For | have told
him that | am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew,
because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them.
"“Therefore | swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’'s house shall not
be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”



“Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house
of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. "°But Eli called
Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here | am.” ""Eli said,
“What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to
you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.”
®So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said,
“It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.”

'“As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words
fall to the ground. ’And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that
Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD.]

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

'LoRbD, you have searched me out; O LORD, you have known me.

“You know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my
thoughts from afar.

*You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are acquainted with all
my ways.

‘Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O LORD, know it
altogether.

°You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.

°Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that | cannot
attain to it.

"“For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together in my
mother’s womb.

"I will thank you because | am marvelously made; your works are
wonderful, and | know it well.

"My body was not hidden from you, while | was being made in secret and
woven in the depths of the earth.

'°Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them
were written in your book; my days were fashioned before they came
to be.



""How deep | find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of them!

"®If | were to count them, they would be more in number than the
sand; to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

A reading from Corinthians.

"2“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things

are lawful for me,” but | will not be dominated by anything. '*“Food is
meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy
both one and the other. The bod}/ is meant not for fornication but for the
Lord, and the Lord for the body. “And God raised the Lord and will also
raise us by his power. '°Do you not know that your bodies are members
of Christ? Should | therefore take the members of Christ and make them
members of a prostitute? Never! '°Do you not know that whoever is united
to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall
be one flesh.” '"But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with
him. '®Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the
body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. “Or do you not know
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have
from God, and that you are not your own? “°For you were bought with a
price; therefore glorify God in your body.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.



*GOSPEL: John 1:43-51
The Holy Gospel according to John.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord

““The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said
to him, “Follow me.” ““Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew
and Peter. “°Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of
Joseph from Nazareth.” “*°Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” “"When
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” “°Nathanael asked him, “Where did
you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “l saw you under the fig tree
before Philip called you.” ““Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of
God! You are the King of Israel!” *’Jesus answered, “Do you believe
because | told you that | saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater
things than these.” °'And he said to him, “Very truly, | tell you, you will
see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O  Christ.



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult

ELW 696
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1 Je - sus calls us; o’er the tu - mult of our
2 As of old Saint An - drew heard it by the
3 Je - sus calls us from the wor - ship of the
4 In our joys and in  our SOr - TOWS, days of
5 Je - sus calls us! By your mer cy, Sav - ior,
ﬁﬁ = - I ]
1 2 2 | i
hd . | | |
0 | |
Y = I | I I | ]
y W I | o — —]
[ (an | o — !1 —
\a74 - |
4 [ ‘r =8 <~ v H'F‘
life’s wild, rest - less  sea, day by day his clear voice
Gal - i - le - an lake, turned from home and toil and
vain world’s gold - en  store, from each i - dol that would
toil and hours of ease, still he  calls, in cares and
may we hear your call, give our hearts to your O -
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sound - ing, say - ing, “Chris - tian, fol - low me”’:
kin - dred, leav - ing all for Je - sus’ sake.
keep us, say - ing, “Chris - tian, love mec more.”
plea - sures, “Chris-tian, love me more than these.”
be - dience, serve and love you best of all.
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Texl: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: GALILEE, William H. Jude, 1851-1922



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing
on the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Encourage the ministry and mission of the church, God of truth. Let the leaders
of your church (especially) be trustworthy and accountable stewards, that all its
resources and outreach bring hope and healing to communities. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Delight in the goodness of your creation, God of fig trees and fertile soil. Heal
areas of the world harmed by human greed. Restore those recovering from
natural disaster. Protect our forests and waterways and all the creatures that
live in them. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Call the leaders of every neighborhood and nation to serve faithfully, God of
wisdom. Give them visions of justice and unity. Lead them to action that
promotes equitable partnership and uplifts those on the margins of society.
God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Hold in your care any who suffer and struggle, God of compassion. You who
know our inner hearts, be present with any who are oppressed, victims of
racism or cultural bias, and all who long for respite or restoration (especially).
God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Give this congregation the anticipation and excitement of Samuel, so inspired
and empowered to do your work in the world, God of unity. Make us faithful as
we build communities of inclusion and mutual care. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Trusting God who raised Jesus and will also raise us in spirit and truth, we
remember all who have died and are at peace among the saints (especially the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. whose faithful advocacy for peace and justice
continues to embolden the church). God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Here | Am, Lord ELW 574
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional Once In Royal David's City Arr. Henry Gauntlett



Here I Am, Lord
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I “I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 “I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo - ple’s pain.
3 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
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I, who made the stars of night, I will make their dark-ness bright.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
Fin-est bread 1 will pro-vide till their hearts be sat - is - fied.
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Who will bear my light to them? ‘Whom shall 1 send?”
I will speak my word to them. ‘Whom shall 1 send?”
I will give my life to them. ‘Whom shall 1 send?”
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lead me. I will hold your peo -ple in my heart.

Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946
Music: HERE I AM, LORD, Danicl L. Schutte
Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery
Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Jean Bickel Donna Wilt
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The Family of Janet Kauffman

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military.

Homewood: In their own homes:

Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835



mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

IR
i ,"’/ A\

UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

SWEETS AND TREATS FEB 410 AM
POTLUCK DINNER FEB 18 12 PM
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MAR 10 12 PM

REMINDER: Worship Service will move to the Sunday School
Room from January 7th to March 24th!

D  BELCA NEWS

=~
WELCA GROUP Would like to meet right after Sunday’s Service!

TODAY JANUARY 14, 2024. In the fellowship hall.

We are always looking for new members. We have a great deal to discuss!

SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
BE: February 4, 2024
Provided By: Peggy Thatcher

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor

Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!




