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we ask that

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
December 31, 2023
1st Sunday
Of Christmas
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

you please sign our guest book.
anist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell

g
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

pit Supply: Mark Hoover

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
Church Or

and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Pul

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: What Child is This? Arr. Lani Smith

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG:  Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW 275
NEXT PAGE



Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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An - gels, from the realms of glo-ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;

2 Shep-herds, in  the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,

3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions,bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;
4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star

ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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A - men, a - men.



Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature
and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the
divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 61:10—62:3
A reading from Isaiah.

"°I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels. ''For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord Gob will
cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

°2'For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning
torch. “The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your gIorg/; and
you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. “You
shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the
hand of your God.

The word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

SOLO: Bob Hench

PSALM Psalm 148
'Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
“Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
*Praise the LoRD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.

“Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.

°Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were
created,

“who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall
not pass away.



"Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
*fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
’mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;

"wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;

"'sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the
world;

'“young men and maidens, old and young together.

"“Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted,
whose splendor is over earth and heaven.

"“The LoRbD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all
faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the
LoRb. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Galatians 4:4-7
A reading from Galatians.

“When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, °in order to redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might receive adoption as children. °And because you are
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abbal
Father!” “So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also
an heir, through God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - Tu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.



*GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord

“When the time came for their purification according to the law of
Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present
him to the Lord “*(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), ““and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. “°It had been revealed to him by
the Holy Sg)irit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. *’Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary
under the law, “*Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

“*“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word; “’for my eyes have seen your salvation,
“'which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, *“a light for
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”

**And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being
said about him. **Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother
Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be opposed “’so that the inner thoughts of many
will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”



**There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe
of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven
years after her marriage, *’then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She
never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night
and day. *“At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to
speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem.

“*When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. ““The child grew
and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon
him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O  Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

O L.ittle Town of Bethlehem

ELW 279
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1 O lit - tle town of Beth-1c - hem, how still  we sce thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si - lent - ly the won - drous gift is giv'n!
4 O ho - ly child of Beth-1le - hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings tell;
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and prais -cs  sing to  God the king, and pcace to all  the carth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters 1n.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!
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Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835—-1893

Music: ST LOUILS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for
ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves.

A brief silence.

You inspire faith in our hearts and call us to rejoice with our whole selves at
the salvation you bring. Make our churches places of belonging for all people
in the fullness of their being. Raise up the gifts and the witness of people who
are neurodivergent, living with disability, or bearing invisible illness. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Your praise is sung throughout creation in all times and seasons. As the new
year turns, ground us in your changeless and sustaining love. Keep us
attentive to the rhythms of the cosmos and inspire us to live in harmony with all
the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Give hope and stamina to leaders who work tirelessly for the sake of the most
vulnerable. We pray especially for organizations working on behalf of children
to provide basic needs, to protect from abuse and neglect, to address trauma,
and to rescue from trafficking. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Sustain all people who, like Simeon and Anna, have been waiting for salvation
and wholeness (especially). We pray especially for anyone living with cancer
or chronic iliness, all people who are in physical rehabilitation or addiction
recovery, and those experiencing complications from long COVID. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Let this community of faith be a joyful and welcome place for all ages and
generations. Teach us to honor the wisdom of children, the inquisitiveness of
youth, the thoughtfulness of adults, and the knowledge of elders. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for all the beloved who lived with expectation and departed this
life in peace (especially). Sustain us in joy until we join them around your
throne. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your
abundant grace.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Go Tell It on the Mountain ELW 290
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Angels we Have Heard on High  Arr. William Stickles



Go Tell It on the Mountain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ty - where;
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g0 tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery
Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Jean Bickel Donna Wilt
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The Family of Janet Kauffman

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.

Homewood: In their own homes:
Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

UN-DECORATE CHURCH AFTER CHRISTMAS JAN 6 10 AM
*Pizza served afterwards
WELCA BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN ENDS JAN 7, 2024

SWEETS AND TREATS FEB 410 AM
POTLUCK DINNER FEB 18 12 PM
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MAR 10 12 PM

REMINDER: Worship Service will move to the Sunday School
Room from January 7th to March 24th!

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
WILL BE
February 4, 2024
Provided By: Peggy Thatcher

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets

and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!




WELCA HEWS
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Campaign

Be a “STAR” this Christmas!

Jeremiah 29:11 “For | know the plans | have for you declares the Lord”
Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future

Pick up an empty bottle from our Christmas Tree in
the foyer. Campaign starts November 19. Take your
bottle home and fill it with spare change. Bring your

bottle back by January 7, 2024

*Take one for friend or relative. Remember:
“Every Life Matters!” “Every Coin Counts!”

Fill a Bottle! Save a Life!

*Precious Life provides resources to a young girl who needs to choose life for her young child.




Un-Decorate Church

after Christmas
January 6, 2024 10 AM

The more help we have the
faster we can get done!
Pizza will be served

afterwards!
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St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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