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we ask that

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
December 17, 2023
4th Sunday of
Advent
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
you please sign our guest book.

ply: Vice Pastor Drew McCaffell'\X
anist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell

g
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Pulpit Sup
Church Or

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Arr. Jeffery Blersch
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264
NEXT PAGE



Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar - ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore - told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind -ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho -san-na to the Lord, for he ful - fills God’s word!
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Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772—1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy S

C: And also with you.

pirit be with you all.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant

grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy,
that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen

* LIGHTING OF 4TH ADVENT CANDLE
*Candle Lighting Hymn Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW 240

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He is com-ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!
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Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



We Listen to the Word

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
A reading from 2 Samuel.

'Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest
from all his enemies around him, “the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See
now, | am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” *Nathan
said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.”

“But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: °Go and tell my
servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live
in? °l have not lived in a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but | have been moving about in a tent and a
tabernacle. "Wherever | have moved about among all the people of Israel, did |
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom | commanded
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” °Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the
LoRD of hosts: | took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be
prince over my people Israel; “and | have been with you wherever you went,
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and | will make for you a
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. '"’And | will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as
formerly, ''from the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel; and |
will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you
that the LORD will make you a house. '°Your house and your kingdom shall be
made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm Luke 1:46b-55

“*My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, “’my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior,

““for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From this
day all generations will call me blessed:

““you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name.



**You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to
generation.

*"You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their
conceit,

*“casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly.

**You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away
empty.

**You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the
promise of mercy,

“the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children
forever.

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27
A reading from Romans.

“*Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and
the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the
mystery that was kept secret for long ages “°but is now disclosed, and
through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith—"'to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be the glory forever! Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - Tu - ia.



*GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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Glo - ry to you O  Lord

“°In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, “’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. “°And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”
*’But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. *"The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. *'And now, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. *’He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. *’He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” **Mary said to
the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” *The angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. “°And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to
be barren. “’For nothing will be impossible with God.” **Then Mary said,
“‘Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, 0) Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day: ELW 248

People, Look East
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1 Pco - ple, look cast. The time is  necar of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is
3  Stars, keep the watch. When night is  dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of thc  ycar. Make your housc fair as you arc a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to earth. Set ev - 'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim the hearth and sel the La - ble. Peo - ple, look
that in course the flow’r may flour - ish. Peo - ple, look
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east, and si‘rTg_/ to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, 1is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— TLove, the Lorxd, is on the way.
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Text: Bleanor DNarjeon, 1881—-1965

Music: BESANCON, French carol; arr. Barry Rose, b. 1934

Text ©@ Miss L. I'arjeon Will Trust, by permission of David ITligham Associates.

Arr. © 1999 Novello & Company Ltd., London, United Kingdom. All rights reserved. International copyright secured.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and
all who await God’s day of restoration.

A brief silence.

You promise mercy to Abraham and Sarah and their descendants forever.
Bring your church into thoughtful, caring, and collaborative relationship with
those of other faiths. Strengthen our shared values, that we work together in
caring for our world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

As fields and crops lie dormant, bless them with holy rest. Prepare them to
thrive, that they provide abundant food in due season. Protect animals who
hibernate and provide for all who scavenge for food in the lean season.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You raise up the lowly and cast down the arrogant. Teach humility to all in
positions of authority. Break down systems of oppression, especially systems
that perpetuate inequity and exclusion. Do not allow wealth, power, or pride to
become idols that obscure your call to justice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Look with favor upon all who cry out to you. Accompany with tenderness all
who are afraid or ill (especially). Rescue all who experience abuse or who live
under threat of violence, especially refugees, immigrants, and asylum-seekers
in search of a safe and stable home. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You are pleased to make your home among us. Make our homecomings joyful
as we gather with friends, families, and chosen families in celebration. Grant
safety to all who travel. Sustain the work of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee
Services and other ministries that assist in setting up new homes. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Blessed are you for Mary and all your servants in every generation who lived
according to your promise of mercy (especially). Strengthen us by their
example until the revelation of your glory is made known. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your
great and everlasting mercy.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Fling Wide the Door ELW 259
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Of The Father's Love Begotten Arr. Kevin Hildebrand



Fling Wide the Door

1  Fling wide the door, un - bar the gate; the King of glo - ry
2 He is the rock ol our be - lief, the Theart of mer - cy’s
3 Oh, hap - py towns and bless - ed lands that live by their true
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Sav - ior of the world who brings his great sal - va - tion
scep - ter is his love - 11 - he brings our SOr - rows
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praise our God and Lord, Cre - a - tor, Spir - it Word.
wor - ship him with song for sav - ing us from wrong.
a - tor of the world, our on - ly strength for good.
praise your ho - ly name, from age to age the same!
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Text: Georg Weissel, 1590—1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943

Music: MACHT HOCH DIE TUR, J. A. Freylinghausen, Ceistreiches Gesangbuci,
Text © 1978 Lutheran B ook of Worship. admin. Augsburg Dortress.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

1704; arr. hynmal version

Duplication in any torm prohibited without permission or valid license trom copyright administrator



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery
Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Jean Bickel Donna Wilt
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

Soul of Janet Kauffman

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.

Homewood: In their own homes:
Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck



mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

ADVENT WEEK 4 DEC 17

FAITH ON TAP @ MARZONIS GREENWOOD DEC 19 6 PM
ADVENT MID-WEEK SERVICE @ BETHANY DEC 20 630PM
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE @ BETHANY DEC 241 PM
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE @ BETHANY DEC 24 6 PM
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE @ ST JAMES DEC 24 8 PM
UN-DECORATE CHURCH AFTER CHRISTMAS JAN 6 10 AM
WELCA BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN ENDS JAN 7, 2024

*Note: No morning services at Bethany or St James December 24th or 25th
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SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
WILL BE

January 7, 2024
Provided By:

We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets

and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

@
o)
|
mContext
Observation
.
-
c
Qg
Words
>
%
§ 8

gggggggggggggggg

BIBLE STUDY UPDATE

Faith on Tap- 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the Month at Marzoni’s in Greenwood

Faith on Tap Dates:

Dec 19th:  Falling Upward & Wrap up



WELL.CA NEWS

Precicus l-ife Baby BotEle
Cavrpaign
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Baby Bott el

Campaign

Be a “STAR” this Christmas!

Jeremiah 29:11 “For | know the plans | have for you declares the Lord”
Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future

Pick up an empty bottle from our Christmas Tree in

the foyer. Campaign starts November 19. Take your

bottle home and fill it with spare change. Bring your
bottle back by January 7, 2024

*Take one for friend or relative. Remember:
“Every Life Matters!” “Every Coin Counts!”

Fill a Bottle! Save a Life!

*Precious Life provides resources to a young girl who needs to choose life for her young child.




Advent Mid-Week Services at Bethany

(Nov 29", Dec 6", Dec 13", Dec 20™)

We will be hosting a midweek worship service held at church at 6:30pm.
We will also be joined by our friends from St Luke’s in Roaring Spring, so

you will get to enjoy the experience of two Pr. McCaffery’s! Our theme for
this Advent will be My Soul Magnifies the Lord. Traditionally on the 4™

Sunday of Advent, we hear the Angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary as

she is carrying child. Not just any child but Jesus, the Son of God. Mary
while amid her own faithful processing of this news, she responses with

what we know as The Magnificat (“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it
be with me according to your word.” ~Luke 1:38). It is during this 4-week

series, we will faithfully experience and process what Mary’s words mean,

for us and the world during this Advent Season. See you Wednesday, Nov
30™ at 6:30pm for our first service where you can join us in person or watch
via FB Live. As always, our series will conclude with our traditional Blue
Christmas service, for those who this time of the year is especially difficult,
on December 20th.



ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

November 26, 2023 to
December 17, 2023

A Season of Hope
& Expectalion

Bethany 1 PM
Bethany 6 PM
St. James 8§ PM

JOIN US THIS CHRISTMAS EVE

NOTE: Neither church will hold
services morning services December
24th or 25th

Un-Decorate Church
after Christmas
January 6, 2024 10 AM

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Chwich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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