
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

November 12, 2023 

24th Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Vice Pastor Drew McCaffery 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude                    Now Thank We All Our God     J.S. Bach  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:          Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer                           ELW 618 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the 
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the 
needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                           Amos 5:18-24  
 

A reading from Amos. 
 

18
Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want the day of the 

Lord? It is darkness, not light; 
19

as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by 
a bear; or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was   
bitten by a snake. 

20
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, and gloom 

with no brightness in it? 
21

I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn             
assemblies. 

22
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain          

offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted 
animals I will not look upon. 

23
Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will 

not listen to the melody of your harps. 
24

But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM                                        Psalm 70  
   
1
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; O Lord, make haste to help me. 

 

2
Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; let those 

who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced. 
 

3
Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back because of their 

shame. 
 

4
Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; let those who love your 

salvation say forever, “Great is the Lord!” 
 

5
But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. You are my 

helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry.   



 

Second Reading:                  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  
 
 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
 

13
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 

who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
14

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through      
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 

15
For this we declare to 

you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the    
coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 

16
For the 

Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the 
sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first. 

17
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds 

together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord 
forever. 

18
Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL:                              Matthew 25:1-13 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   



Sermon 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
1
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like 

this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
2
Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 

3
When the foolish took 

their lamps, they took no oil with them; 
4
but the wise took flasks of oil with 

their lamps. 
5
As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy 

and slept. 
6
But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the       

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7
Then all those bridesmaids got up 

and trimmed their lamps. 
8
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 

your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
9
But the wise replied, ‘No! there will 

not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and 
buy some for yourselves.’ 

10
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 

came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding        
banquet; and the door was shut. 

11
Later the other bridesmaids came also, 

saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
12

But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not 
know you.’ 

13
Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 

hour.” 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                          ELW 436 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

O God for whom we wait, come quickly to your people, bring your salvation, 
and center us in hope found only in you. Deepen our faith through meaningful 
worship and send us out with your justice and truth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
O God for whom we watch, we glimpse your power in rushing water and your 
beauty in the darkening night. Restore this creation, and provide clean water to 
all people and animals. Save us from foolish, wasteful living. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
O God for whom we long, let justice roll down like waters on all nations. Bless 
citizens with wise leaders; save your children from war. We pray for the       
veterans of this community, that they are supported and loved. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
O God, in whom we hope, we pray for all who are in need. Provide for those 
who experience homelessness or hunger, support the under- or unemployed, 
and comfort any who are suffering this day (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
O God for whom we listen, inspire the music ministry of our congregation. Fill 
our worship with songs to proclaim your greatness. Help us to sing and dance 
with joy and tell boldly of your salvation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

O God, in whom we remain, we remember our loved ones who have died and 
now live in you (especially). Bring comfort and the assurance of new life to all 
who grieve. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your    
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lords’ face shines on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:       O Lord, How Shall I Meet You                       ELW 241 
(next page)    
 
 

*Dismissal                    
                                                                           

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Recessional:          Ye Watchers And Ye Holy Ones         arr. Wilbur Held      
  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 
UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 

 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TODAY       NOV 12 12 PM 
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY          NOV 19 
WELCA BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN BEGINS    NOV 19 
FAITH ON TAP @ MARZONIS GREENWOOD    NOV 21 6 PM 
ADVENT WEEK 1            NOV 26 
POINSETTIA ORDER DEADLINE         NOV 26 12 PM 
ADVENT MID-WEEK SERVICE @ BETHANY     NOV 29 630PM 
DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS       DEC 2 10 AM 
SWEETS AND TREATS/ADVENT WEEK 2       DEC 3 10 AM 
FAITH ON TAP @ MARZONIS GREENWOOD    DEC 5 6 PM 
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT        DEC 3 3 PM 
ADVENT MID-WEEK SERVICE @ BETHANY     DEC 6 630PM 
WELCA CHRISTMAS PARTY @ JETHRO’S       DEC 9 1230PM 
COUNCIL MEETING/ADVENT WEEK 3        DEC 10 12 PM 
ADVENT MID-WEEK SERVICE @ BETHANY     DEC 13 630PM 
ADVENT WEEK 4            DEC 17 
FAITH ON TAP @ MARZONIS GREENWOOD    DEC 19 6 PM 
ADVENT MID-WEEK SERVICE @ BETHANY     DEC 20 630PM 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE @ BETHANY       DEC 24 1 PM 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE @ BETHANY       DEC 24 6 PM 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE @ ST JAMES       DEC 24 8 PM 
UN-DECORATE CHURCH AFTER CHRISTMAS JAN 6 10 AM 
WELCA BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN ENDS       JAN 7, 2024 
 

*Note: No morning services at Bethany or St James December 24th or 25th 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS 
WILL BE 

DECEMBER 3, 2023 
                         Provided By: Jean Bickel 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets 

and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

DECEMBER 10, 2023   

  Christmas Party 
 December 9, 2023 12:30 PM 
  Jethro’s Party Room 
 All Congregational Members Invited! 

          Singing and Accordion player Rose Ann Fregone 

 
Made possible by a 
grant from: 



 

 

 

 

 

               Bible Study Update 
 

Faith on Tap- 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the Month at Marzoni’s in Greenwood 

 

Since September, we have been doing a series on Richard Rohr’s book 

Falling Upward. These have been great conversations as we have spoken 
about our spiritual upbringing but how that influences our 2nd half of life. 
This book study will take us to the remainder of the year as we are doing 2 
chapters per session. We hope you join us as we fall upward for a time of 
fellowship and faithful discussions.  
 
Faith on Tap Dates: 
 
Nov 7th: Home and Sickness & Amnesia and the Big Picture  
Nov 21st: A Second Simplicity & The Bright Sadness    
Dec 5th:  The Shadowlands & New Problems and New Directions 
Dec 19th:  Falling Upward  & Wrap up 
 
 
Wednesday Bible Study- Wednesdays at 1pm in Basement Fellowship 
Hall 
 
We will be completing our Series with the Gospel of John by Nov 15th. We 
will then take an Advent Break and will return in the new year as we will 
be doing a much anticipated series on the Book of Revelation. Stay tuned 
for details.  





We ask the congregation to please contribute cookies for the social 
after the concert. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex. 



       WELCA NEWS 
 
 
 

Precious Life Baby Bottle 

Campaign 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Be a “STAR” this Christmas! 
 

Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord” 
Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future 

 

Pick up an empty bottle from our Christmas Tree in 
the foyer. Campaign starts November 19. Take your 
bottle home and fill it with spare change. Bring your 

bottle back by January 7, 2024 

 
*Take one for friend or relative. Remember: 

“Every Life Matters!” 
“Every Coin Counts!” 

 

Fill a Bottle! Save a Life! 



Advent Mid-Week Services at Bethany 
 

(Nov 29th, Dec 6th, Dec 13th, Dec 20th) 
 
We will be hosting a midweek worship service held at church at 6:30pm. 

We will also be joined by our friends from St Luke’s in Roaring Spring, so 

you will get to enjoy the experience of two Pr. McCaffery’s! Our theme for 

this Advent will be My Soul Magnifies the Lord. Traditionally on the 4th 

Sunday of Advent, we hear the Angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary as 

she is carrying child. Not just any child but Jesus, the Son of God. Mary 
while amid her own faithful processing of this news, she responses with 

what we know as The Magnificat (“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 

be with me according to your word.” ~Luke 1:38). It is during this 4-week 

series, we will faithfully experience and process what Mary’s words mean, 

for us and the world during this Advent Season. See you Wednesday, Nov 
30th at 6:30pm for our first service where you can join us in person or watch 
via FB Live. As always, our series will conclude with our traditional Blue 
Christmas service, for those who this time of the year is especially difficult, 
on December 20th.  



 

Christ the King Sunday 
November 19, 2023 

November 26, 2023 to 
December 17, 2023 

Bethany 1 PM 
Bethany 6 PM 
St. James 8 PM 

 
NOTE: Neither church will hold       

services morning services December 
24th or 25th 

Decorate Church for 
Christmas 

Saturday December 2, 
2023  10 AM 

Un-Decorate Church     
after Christmas 

January 6, 2024 10 AM 

Advent/Christmas Schedule 



Christmas Poinsettias 
Bless our Sanctuary and your home this Christmas with a 
beautiful red poinsettia!  For each $8.50 you contribute to the  
St. James Flower Fund, a flower will be placed in the Sanctuary 
on Christmas  Eve and will be available for you to take with you 
following our Christmas Eve Service.  If you would rather donate 
the flower for a shut-or or friend of St. James, you may indicate 
that choice on this order form.   
 
Please complete the form and return it to the church.    The 
deadline for poinsettia orders and payments is Sunday,   
November 26, 2023.  Thank you for your generosity in this 
endeavor! 
 
Your Name _________________________________________ 
(as you wish it to appear in the bulletin) 
 

This donation is made: 
 
In Honor of: _________________________________________ 
Or 
In Memory of: ________________________________________ 
 
Amount of Contribution: ___________________________ 
 
Number of Christmas Poinsettias: ___________________ 
 
Envelope Number: ______________________ 
 
Please check one: 
_______ Yes, I do want to take the poinsettia (s) home with me. 
 
_______ No. I don’t want to take the poinsettia (s).  I would like 
them to be given to a shut in or friend of St. James 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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