
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

October 22, 2023 

21st Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Vicar Jen Bobolsky  
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude                               Prelude In Eb            Theodore Dubois  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:     Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!                   ELW 413 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let 
us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed 
by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                                 Isaiah 45:1-7  
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

1
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have 

grasped to subdue nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open 
doors before him—and the gates shall not be closed: 
2
I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of 

bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 
3
I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so 

that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your 
name. 
4
For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your 

name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 
5
I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, 

though you do not know me, 
6
so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there 

is no one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
7
I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do 

all these things. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                     Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]  
   
1
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

 

2
Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; proclaim God’s salvation 

from day to day. 
 

3
Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all         

peoples.  



4
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than 

all gods. 
 

5
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O Lord, have 

made the heavens. 
 

6
Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor 

are in your sanctuary. 
 

7
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord honor 

and power. 
 

8
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and 

enter the courts of the Lord. 
 

9
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the Lord, all the 

earth. 
 

[
10

Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! The one who made 
the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with  
equity.” 
 

11
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all 

that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 

12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O 

Lord, for you come to judge the earth. 
 

13
You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth. 

 
SOLO:      On Eagle’s Wings        Bob Hench 
 
    
Second Reading:                    1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
 

1
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 
2
We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

constantly 
3
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 

labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
4
For we 

know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you,          
5
because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in 

power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what 
kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake.  



*GOSPEL:                            Matthew 22:15-22 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

6
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of             

persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
7
so 

that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 
Achaia. 

8
For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 

Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become 
known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 

9
For the people of 

those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, 
and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 
10

and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—
Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



Sermon 

15
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 

16
So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 

“Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in   
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not    
regard people with partiality. 

17
Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to 

pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 
18

But Jesus, aware of their malice, 
said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 

19
Show me the 

coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 
20

Then he said to 
them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 

21
They answered, “The   

emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the 
things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 
22

When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                          ELW 883 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, your Spirit animates the church throughout the world and binds 
believers near and far into the body of Christ. Equip us for the work of faith, 
and enlarge our hearts for the labor of love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Creating God, the sea roars, the earth rejoices, and the heavens are glad at 
the wonder of all you have made. Bless the work of ecologists and              
conservationists and all those who safeguard the riches of creation. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Sovereign God, your rule and authority is over the cosmos. As you once 
worked through the ruler Cyrus for the good of your people, accomplish your 
purposes through the work of elected leaders and public servants (especially). 
Guide them with your wisdom and compassion. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Caring God, your arms enfold all who are lonely, oppressed, despairing, sick, 
and suffering (especially). Pour out your abundant mercy on all whom this 
world has neglected, abandoned, and forgotten, that they may know your joy. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Almighty God, all our life belongs to you. When earthly idols threaten to lead 
your church astray, remind us that you alone are the source of our eternal 
hope. Direct the work of church treasurers, councils, and all who manage     
financial matters. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Everlasting God, the saints of every age have sung your praise and shared 
your word. We give you thanks for their witness and pray that we may join 
them as citizens of your unending kingdom. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lords’ face shines on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:                   Earth and All Stars!                            ELW 731 
(next page)    
 
 

*Dismissal                    
                                                                           

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Recessional:                      Largo           Daniel Purcell  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 
OCTOBERFEST TODAY      OCT 22 12 PM 
WELCA MEETING        OCT 28 9:30AM 
     *Greenbean Coffee House 715 - 6th Avenue, Altoona 
REFORMATION SUNDAY      OCT 29 
COMBINED SERVICE AT BETHANY    NOV 5 10 AM 
    *Combined Council Meeting following service with Pastor Kevin 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING     NOV 12 12 PM 
SWEETS AND TREATS       DEC 3 10 AM 
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT    DEC 3 3 PM 
COUNCIL MEETING       DEC 10 12 PM 

The Allegheny Chorale presents  

their 39th Season Christmas Concert 

 

St. James Lutheran Church 

 

December 3, 2023 

 

3PM 

We ask the congregation to please contribute cookies for the social 
after the concert. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex. 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS 
WILL BE 

DECEMBER 3, 2023 
                         Provided By: Jean Bickel 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets 

and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

Reformation Sunday is around 

the corner. Wear Red on Oct 29th. 

  
Reformation Sunday is a special day for those 
of us in the Lutheran Church. We as Lutherans 
and many Protestant Churches celebrate on the 
Last Sunday of October “Reformation Sunday” 

where Martin Lutheran called for a               
conversation of the Church. We celebrate this 
moving of the Holy Spirit by wearing RED for 

the day. See you on October 29th as we celebrate the Spirit which continues to 
move in the Church.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study Update 
 

 
 
Faith on Tap (NEW SERIES ALERT)- We just finished our series by 
Kate Bowler. We are switching gears to do a book study on Richard 
Rohr’s Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life. A      
description about Rohr’s book-In the first half of life, we are naturally 
preoccupied with establishing ourselves; climbing, achieving, and       
performing. But as we grow older and encounter challenges and mistakes, 
we need to see ourselves in a different and more life-giving way. This  
message of falling down - that is in fact moving upward - is the most     
resisted and counterintuitive of messages in the world's religions. Join us 
on the1st & 3rd Tuesday of the Month at Marzoni’s in Greenwood at 6p. 
 

Wednesday Bible Study: We are continuing our ser ies on the Gospel 
of John. Join us at 1pm on Wednesdays, downstairs in the Fellowship 
Hall!   
 

We hope you will take part in our various Bible Study offerings.  

 



Today October 22, 2023 
 
Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.  
Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles 
(German Bread Dumpling) with Gravy, Hot German Potato   
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks. 
 

We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert. 

Hosted By: Robin and John Kessler  



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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