
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

August 27, 2023 

13th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffrey 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude                           Aria        J.S. Bach  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:                 Built on a Rock                                 ELW 652 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, 
the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of 
your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                                Isaiah 51:1-6  
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

1
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to 

the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were 
dug. 
2
Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one 

when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 
3
For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will 

make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and 
gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4
Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go 

out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my 

arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they 
hope. 
6
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the     

heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and 
those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my 
deliverance will never be ended.  
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                                Psalm 138 
   
1
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will 

sing your praise. 
 

2
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because 

of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name 
and your word above all things. 
 

3
When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.  



4
All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they have 

heard the words of your mouth. 
 

5
They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the 

Lord. 
 

6
The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty 

from afar. 
 

7
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth 

your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
 

8
You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast 

love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.   
 

 
 
 
Second Reading:                          Romans 12:1-8  
 

A reading from Romans. 
 

1
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. 

2
Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what 
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 

3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think 

of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 
4
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members 

have the same function, 
5
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually we are members one of another. 
6
We have gifts that differ 

according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;     
7
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 

8
the exhorter, in exhorta-

tion; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, 
in cheerfulness. 
 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



Sermon 

*GOSPEL:                            Matthew 16:13-20 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

13
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 

his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
14

And they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others      
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

15
He said to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” 
16

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God.” 

17
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son 

of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 
in heaven. 

18
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 
19

I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 

20
Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 

was the Messiah. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                          ELW 596 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for 
the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of Sarah and Abraham, inspire your church to pursue righteousness in its 
ministry. Equip us to share your compassion that unites us as one family of 
faith. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Remind us that from the beginning of creation, you knit together a world meant 
for harmony. Protect and restore the wasted places to joy and gladness. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Stir the leaders of nations and towns, militaries and courts, to respond to your 
teachings. Let your call for justice reach all people and bring deliverance 
where there is oppression. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Show your steadfast love and faithfulness to those in despair. Increase their 
strength, care for all who feel low, keep safe any in the midst of trouble, and 
protect vulnerable people from harm. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Encourage those who offer their gifts and talents in service to your church.  
Energize this congregation’s rostered and lay leaders, musicians, teachers, 
greeters, and administrators so they may be transformed in sharing your 
grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of all the saints, death is overcome in Christ’s resurrection. We rejoice 
with the faithful departed (especially). Sustain us in hope until we come at last 
to our heavenly home. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:          Christ is Made The Sure Foundation      
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional                 Cantata Domino     Hans L. Hassler  



Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 
 

1 Christ is made the sure foundation, 
 Christ, our head and cornerstone, 
 chosen of the Lord and precious, 

 binding all the church in one; 
 holy Zion’s help forever 

 and our confidence alone. 
 

2 To this temple, where we call you, 
 come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; 

 come, with all your lovingkindness, 
 hear your people as they pray; 

 and your fullest benediction 
 shed within these walls today. 

 
3 Grant, we pray, to all your faithful 

 all the gifts they ask to gain; 
 what they gain from you forever 

 with the blessed to retain; 
 and hereafter in your glory 
 evermore with you to reign. 

 
4 Praise and honor to the Father, 

 praise and honor to the Son, 
 praise and honor to the Spirit, 

 ever three and ever one: 
 one in might and one in glory 

 while unending ages run! 
 
Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 



In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 

WELCA LUNCHEON POSTPONED TO A LATER DATE 
AWSO DAY OF RENEWAL    AUG 26 8:30-1:30 
POTLUCK       SEP 17 12 PM 
SWEETS AND TREATS     OCT 1 10 AM 
COUNCIL MEETING     OCT 8 12 PM 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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