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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude Andante Antonio Vivaldi
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Blessed Assurance ELW 638
NEXT PAGE



Blessed Assurance
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 18201915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8
A reading from Isaiah.

*Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
| am the first and | am the last; besides me there is no god.

"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before
me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what
is yet to be.

°Do not fear, or be afraid; have | not told you from of old and declared it? You
are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; | know
not one.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 86:11-17
""Teach me your way, O LORD, and | will walk in your truth; give me an
undivided heart to revere your name.

"“I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and glorify your name
forevermore.

"“For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the pit of death.

"“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people
seeks my life; they have not set you before their eyes.

"“But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and full
of kindness and truth.

'"®Turn to me and have mercy on me; give your strength to your servant,
and save the child of your handmaid.

""Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be
put to shame; because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

SOLO: Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace Bob Hench



Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25

A reading from Romans.

'“So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh— "“for if you live according to the flesh, you will die;
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
"“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. '°For you
did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” "°it is that very
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, "and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we
suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

"®| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. '*For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; “’for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in hope °'that the creation itself will be set free from
its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. ““We know that the whole creation has been groaning in
labor pains until now; “*and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption,
the redemption of our bodies. “*For in hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? ““But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL.: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
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Glo - ry to \you, 0 Lord.

“[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his
field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enem6y came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. “°So when the plants
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. “’And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ “*He
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do
you want us to go and gather them?’ “’But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering
the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. “’Let both of
them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time | will tell the
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned,
but gather the wheat into my barn.””

“*Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field.” °’"He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man: “°the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, *and the enemy who
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are angels. “*Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. “'The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
evildoers, ““and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “*Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:
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*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for
the church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

O God, you call your church to announce the gospel of reconciliation and truth
both near and far. Guide your church as it seeks your wisdom and shares it,
trusting your Spirit bearing witness among us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You brought forth all creation and called it good. Direct policymakers to protect
lands and seas. Bring rain to sun-parched fields and protect areas impacted by
natural disasters (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You desire peace among nations and peoples. Guard our neighborhoods from
hatred, watch over police officers and firefighters, and teach us to advocate for
those who live in fear. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You are gracious and merciful, comforting those who suffer any affliction
(especially). Sustain your people living with HIV/ AIDS, provide shelter for all
who are unhoused, and release any who are unjustly imprisoned. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

You name each of us as your children. Guide our hospitality ministry to wel-
come all, our education ministry to equip us for faithful living, and our social
ministry to enact the gospel in our community. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You send faithful people to proclaim freedom from bondage and to renew your
church. Encourage us by the witness of the faithful departed (including Birgitta
of Sweden, whom the church commemorates today), so that we live into that
same hope. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
*Offering Prayer:

P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.




It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world
you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not
perish but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit
into our hearts, that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he
comes to us in his holy supper.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again,
after the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Lamb of God
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sin of the world;

*Communion Distribution

*Post-Communion Blessing

grant

us

peace,

N
grant

us

peace.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

you in his grace.
C: Amen



*Song after Communion:
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*Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray.
We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have
Received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your

generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest
treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Gather Us In ELW 532
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional Postlude In D Johann Rinck



Gather Us In
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light years a - way here in this place the new light 1s shin - ing,
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brought here to you n the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a - new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us 1n, the lost and [for - sak - en, gath-er us 1n, the
Gath-er us 1in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us o drink the wine of com-pas - sion, give us Lo eal the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er gath-er wus in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so low - ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and tcach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er wus in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name
give us thc cour - age to cn - ter the song.
lives that are ho - 1y and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music @ 1982 GTA Publications Tnc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, . 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

‘All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any torm prohibited without permission or valid license trom copyright administrator.
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IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery
Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Jean Bickel Donna Wilt
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military.
Homewood

Sylvia Malsatzki

Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS:

WELCA LUNCHEON POSTPONED TO A LATER DATE
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP AUG 1310 AM
LUTHERAN DAY AT THE CURVE AUG 13

Potluck will start
again in
September

2= WELCA NEWS . V&S

Our summer luncheon at The Spruce Creek Tavern and a trip to Martins

Farm Market in Spruce Creek has been postponed to a later date. This

is a treat from WELCA. Everyone in the congregation is invited. More
details to come! Please come and joy us on this summer day.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE
OCTOBER 1, 2023




Sunday, August 13th

ALTOONA

Game Begins at 6:00pm

Fireworks following the game.
i

. Tickets- I Please Register with
ReIrelst S : " ““the Synod Office
$7.00/each by Friday, August 1st.




July 25th

O RS St Jumes Cangelical




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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