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Worship every Sunday
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St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
7th Sunday after

Welcome
you please sign our guest book.

anist/Choir Director: P

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffre
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Church Org

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude Remember the Lord Your God Franklin Ritter
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW 681
NEXT PAGE



We Plow the Fields and Scatter
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1 We prlow the [ficlds and scat - ter the good sccd on the land,
2 You on - are the mak - er ol all things near and Lar.
3 We thank you, our cre - & - tor, for all things bright and good,
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but it is fed and wa - tered by God™s al - might -y hand,
You paint the way -side Aow - er, you light the eve - ning  star.
the seed - time and the har - vest, our life, our health, our food.
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who sends the SNOW  in win - ter, the warmth to swell the srain,
The winds and waves o - bcy you, by you the birds arc fed;
No gifts have wo to of - fer for all your lovoe im - parts,
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tho brecz-cs and thc sun - shinc, and soft re - fresh-ing rain.
much more to us, your chil - dren, you give our dai - 1y bread.
but what you most would trea - sure- our hum - ble, thank -ful hearts.
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All good gifts - round us are sent from heav’n a - bove.

We thank you, Lord, we  thank you, Lord, for all your love.

Toxt: Matthias

audius, 1740—-1815; tr. Janc M. mphbcll, 18171878, alt.
Music: WIR Pl

.
_UGHN, Johann A. P Schulz, | 7471800

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to
it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13

A reading from Isaiah.

'"%For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving
seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

"'so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me
empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and succeed in the thing for
which | sent it.

"“For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the
hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their
hands.

“Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come
up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign
that shall not be cut off.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13

'You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled.
“To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come.
“Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions.

“Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell
there! They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness
of your temple.

°Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our
salvation, O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.



*You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about
with might.

"You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the
clamor of the peoples.

“Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your
marvelous signs; you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.

“You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;
the river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide
for the earth.

"®You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain
you soften the ground and bless its increase.

""You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with
plenty.

“May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be
clothed with joy.

“May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak
themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11

A reading from Romans.

'There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free
from the law of sin and of death. °For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh, “so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. °For those who
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. °To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. 'For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God:; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, “and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.



°But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not
cbelong to him. '“But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because
of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ''If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells
in you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL.: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
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Glo - ry to \you, 0 Lord.



'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.
“Such great crowds gathered around him that he %ot into a boat and sat
there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. "And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. “And as he
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up.
°Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. “But when the sun
rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered
away. 'Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. °Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some
a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. “Let anyone with ears listen!”

"®“Hear then the parable of the sower. '“When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. “’As
for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word
and immediately receives it with joy; “'yet such a person has no root, but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. ““As for what
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. “But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O  Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:
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Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
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but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
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Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.

Music: ST. FLAVIAN, J. Day, Psalter, 1562



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for
the church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and righteousness
on good soil. Direct your people to proclaim your love in this congregation and
throughout the world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, causing trees
and fields to grow, protecting waterways from pollution, and instilling in all
people the need to be good stewards. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to work for
justice in the courts, advocates to speak for the downtrodden, and politicians to
work on behalf of the common good. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Heal those who are sick, O God (especially). Guide health care workers to
care for those who suffer, scientists to conduct lifesaving research, and
counselors to care for victims of sexual abuse and exploitation. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect those who
travel near and far, accompany visitors to this congregation, and nurture our
faith. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Inspire us by the faithful departed, O God, examples of your embodied love,
whose confidence in the resurrection guides us in living lives worthy of the
gospel. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: On What Has Now Been Sown ELW 550
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional The Church’s is One Foundation Wesley/Hughes



On What Has Now Been Sown
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

N\

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery
Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Jean Bickel Donna Wilt
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military.
Homewood

Sylvia Malsatzki

Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS:

WELCA LUNCHEON POSTPONED TO A LATER DATE

COUNCIL MEETING TODAY JUL 16 12 PM
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHAY JUL181PM
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP AUG 1310 AM

LUTHERAN DAY AT THE CURVE AUG 13




% USEL-CA NEWS ALt

Our summer luncheon at The Spruce Creek
Tavern and a trip to Martins Farm Market in
Spruce Creek has been postponed to a later
date. This is a treat from WELCA. Everyone in
the congregation is invited. More details to come!
Please come and joy us on this summer day.




Potluck will start
again in
September

Next Meeting
July 16, 2023
12 PM

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
WILL BE
OCTOBER 1, 2023

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets

and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!




Sunday, August 13th

ALTOONA

Game Begins at 6:00pm

Fireworks following the game.
i

. Tickets- I Please Register with
ReIrelst S : " ““the Synod Office
$7.00/each by Friday, August 1st.




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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