
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

July 2, 2023 

5th Sunday after  

Pentecost 

Hymn Sing 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ 
through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.  
 

Announcements:  If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 
 Prelude   Partita On "Old Hundreth"        Arr. Dennis Johnson  
 
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)  
 
PLEASE STAND 

 
 
 
*Call to Worship 
A:  Lord, the eyes of all look to You in hope; and You give them what they 
need. 
C: You open Your hand and satisfy the hunger and thirst of every living 
thing. 
A:  We, too, turn to You again, longing to be filled— 
C: to taste Your goodness and live. 
A:  May the time we spend together in Your presence nourish our hearts 
and minds; 
C: may it strengthen our relationship with You, and renew our        
commitment to live in this world as Your faithful disciples. 
A:  For You alone are God, the Source and Sustainer of life. 
C: In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
 
 



*Gathering Song:          O Beautiful for Spacious Skies                ELW 888 
NEXT PAGE 





*Greeting 
 
A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE      





A: Let us pray. O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words 
of justice and mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome 
your word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
C: Amen. 
  

We are seated 
  

First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5-9 

5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the 
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord; 6and 
the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill 
the words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from   
Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. 7But listen 
now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the 
people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times   
prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great 
kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that 
prophet comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the 
prophet.” 
  
L: Word of God. Word of life. 
  
C: Thanks be to God! 



First Response:         Let us Ever Walk with Jesus             ELW 802 



Second Reading: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

1Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing; from age to age my mouth will 
proclaim your faithfulness. 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is 
established forever; you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 
3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn an oath to 
David my servant: 4‘I will establish your line forever, and preserve your 
throne for all generations.’ ”  15Happy are the people who know the festal 
shout! They walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence. 16They rejoice 
daily in your name; they are jubilant in your righteousness. 17For you are 
the glory of their strength, and by your favor our might is exalted.    
18Truly, our shield belongs to the Lord; our king to the Holy One of      
Israel.  

L: Word of God. Word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God! 



 Second Response:    Lord, Speak to us, that we may Speak    ELW 676 



Third Reading: Romans 6:12-23 

12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you 
obey their passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as              
instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who 
have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as 
instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, 
since you are not under law but under grace. 
 
 15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under 
grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to 
anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either 
of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to                  
righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves 
of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to 
which you were entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free from sin, 
have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms    
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your 
members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now 
present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 
 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to                
righteousness. 21So what advantage did you then get from the things of 
which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now 
that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you 
get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
L: Word of God. Word of life. 
  
C: Thanks be to God! 



Third Response:  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service    ELW 712 



Fourth  Reading: Matthew 10:40-42 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever      
welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s      
reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a     
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever 
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a 
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
 

L: Word of God. Word of life. 
  
C: Thanks be to God! 



Fourth Response:            All are Welcome       ELW 641 



 *Responsive Prayer 
A:  Glory to God in the highest, 
C: and peace to God’s people on earth. 
A: Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and    
justice. 
C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
A:  Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 
C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 
A:  Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made 
flesh. 
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear 
your light to all the world. Amen. 
 
*Sharing of the Peace  

 
A: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Offering  
 
We Offer Our Gifts  
 

*Offering Prayer:  

 

A: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness 
you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, and our         
possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the One who gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  
C: Amen.  



Thanksgiving of the Word  
 

Due to Pastor Drew traveling with the Synod Youth to Florida for the   
Disaster Service Trip and for us being unable to have an ordained minister 
leading worship, today, we will have a Thanksgiving of the Word instead of 

celebrating Holy Communion. 
A: Let us pray. 
A: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all 
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and 
brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

A: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful 
gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home 
from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

A: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to 
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the 
way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

A: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew 
our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in 
need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the   
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer     
A:  Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliv-
er us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

  

*Blessing 
 

A:  The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. 
C: Amen. 



 closing Song:       Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory             ELW 890 



In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

*The Dismissal 
 
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
  
Postlude   Lift High the Cross     Arr. Lani Smith 
  
 From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #28660.  

  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 
WELCA LUNCHEON POSTPONED TO A LATER DATE 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP    JUL 9 10 AM 
COUNCIL MEETING     JUL 16 12 PM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHAY    JUL 18 1 PM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP    AUG 13 10 AM 
LUTHERAN DAY AT THE CURVE   AUG 13 



       WELCA NEWS 
 
 
 

Our summer luncheon at The Spruce Creek     
Tavern and a trip to Martins Farm Market in 
Spruce Creek has been postponed to a later 

date.  This is a treat from WELCA.  Everyone in 
the congregation is invited.  More details to come! 

Please come and joy us on this summer day. 



Potluck will start 
again in  

September 

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS 
WILL BE  

OCTOBER 1, 2023 
 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets 

and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

Next Meeting 
July 16, 2023 

12 PM 
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