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Lutheran Church 
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Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffrey 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude           We Give Thee but Thine Own.  Arr. Robert W. Thygerson 
        
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:           Come, Thou Almighty King                     ELW 404 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                          
 





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory,    
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. 
Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at 
last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                         Genesis 1:1--2:4a  
 

A reading from Genesis. 
 

1
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 

2
the earth was 

a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 
God swept over the face of the waters. 

3
Then God said, “Let there be light”; 

and there was light. 
4
And God saw that the light was good; and God separated 

the light from the darkness. 
5
God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

6
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it  

separate the waters from the waters.” 
7
So God made the dome and separated 

the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. 

8
God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the second day. 
 

9
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 

place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 
10

God called the dry land 
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God 
saw that it was good. 

11
Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: 

plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with 
the seed in it.” And it was so. 

12
The earth brought forth vegetation: plants   

yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed 
in it. And God saw that it was good. 

13
And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 
 

14
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the 

day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 
years, 

15
and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 

earth.” And it was so. 
16

God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule 
the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars.  



17
God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 

18
to 

rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 

19
And there was evening and 

there was morning, the fourth day. 
 

20
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 

and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 
21

So God 
created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of 
every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 

22
God blessed them, saying, “Be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 
the earth.” 

23
And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

 
24

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” 
And it was so. 

25
God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, 

and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground 
of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
 

26
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to 

our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals 
of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
 

27
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he  

      created them; male and female he created them. 
28

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon 
the earth.” 

29
God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed 

that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; 
you shall have them for food. 

30
And to every beast of the earth, and to 

every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth,           
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. 

31
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, 

it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day. 
 

2:1
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 

2
And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he 

rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 
3
So God 

blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from 
all the work that he had done in creation. 



4a
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 

created. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                 Psalm 8  

  
1
O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 

 

2
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of 

infants and children; you have set up a fortress against your  
enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
 

3
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and 

the stars you have set in their courses, 
 

4
what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human 

beings that you should care for them? 
 

5
Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you 

crown them. 
 

6
You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have 

put all things under their feet: 
 

7
all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 

 

8
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along 

the paths of the sea. 
 

9
O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

 
Second Reading:              2 Corinthians 13:11-13  
 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 

[Paul writes:] 
11

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, 
listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of 
love and peace will be with you. 

12
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All 

the saints greet you. 
 

13
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the         

communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:                   Matthew 28:16-20 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

16
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 

had directed them. 
17

When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. 

18
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. 
19

Go therefore and make disciples of all    
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 

20
and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 

you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                          ELW 412 



 *Creed             
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 



 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy three, holy one, you call the church to make disciples of all nations.      
Encourage bishops, pastors, and deacons in their proclamation of the gospel 
and direct all the baptized into lives of humble service. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Holy three, holy one, you spoke creation into being and called it good. Protect 
lands and waters threatened by human misuse and sustain living creatures of 
every kind: wild animals, birds, fish, and every creeping thing. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Holy three, holy one, you have given humankind authority over the earth. 
Raise up leaders who listen earnestly, speak honestly, and govern        
thoughtfully. Heal divisions between nations, that we might agree with one   
another and live in peace. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Holy three, holy one, you promise to be with us always, to the end of the age. 
Surround those most in need of your healing presence: any who are lonely, all 
who are grieving, and those who are sick (especially). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Holy three, holy one, you set the earth on its axis, and we experience the   
seasons. Strengthen those enduring challenges this summer: those who suffer 
in the heat, parents overwhelmed by childcare responsibilities, and children  
experiencing food insecurity outside of school. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Holy three, holy one, you give rest when our work is done. We give thanks for 
(name/s and) all the saints who now rest in you, confident in the promise of 
resurrection life in the age to come. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 
P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  

 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer  
 ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and  
 redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave  
 himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
 

C: Amen. 

We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of             
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their         
unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world 
you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not    
perish but have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you 
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit  
into our hearts, that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he 
comes to us in his holy supper. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, 
after the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 



*Communion Distribution 
 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  
you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
once revealed yourself to your disciples.  



*Song after Communion:        



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have  
 Received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your  
 generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest 
 treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
 
 
C: Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:       Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!            ELW 413 
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional                Voluntary in F        Robert Powell 





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 
 
SWEETS AND TREATS  TODAY  JUN 4 10:30AM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY    JUN 6 1 PM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP    JUN 11 10 AM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE  JUN 15 12 PM 
RESERVATION DEADLINE WELCA LUNCHEON  JUN 17 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY    JUN 20 1 PM 
WELCA LUNCHEON (Corrected Date)  JUN 24 
CHURCH PICNIC      JUN 25 11 AM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP    JUL 9 10 AM 
COUNCIL MEETING     JUL 16 12 PM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHAY    JUL 18 1 PM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP    AUG 13 10 AM 



Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  
You can use the sign up sheet on the 
stand in the narthex or on the foyer     
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the 
next page. 
 

Church Picnic will be held June 25, 2023 
at Highland Park, Pavilion #1 

Early Announcement-Summer Picnic Worship! 

 
With summer upon us, we figured we would enjoy the weather and out-
doors as part of worship. Traditional, Bethany has held Picnic Worship 
during the summer months and is inviting St. James to join them as well. 
*We will still be having our traditional Picnic in Late June, so further in-
formation will be coming. We will be gathering at Highland Park for 
these Outdoor Picnic Worship once a month during the summer at 10am 
as a combined service between     Bethany & St. James.  Those dates are 
June 11th, July 9th, and August 13th. We will have an abridged communion 
worship service and will then enjoy the picnic festivities. Bethany will 
provide the main dish for the picnics. We are asking for individuals to 
bring a side and/or a dessert to be shared with those in attendance. We  
also ask for you to provide your own appropriate beverage.  We are also 
planning to have some form of entertainment once our worship service 
has concluded. If something changes with these picnics, we will keep you 
in the loop.     
                   See you on June 11th at 10:00am at Highland Park!   



Bible Study Update 
 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Studies:  Wednesday Bible Study group 
will be returning on May 3rd at 1pm in the Basement Fellowship Hall, at 
Bethany, as we begin a brand new series with the Gospel of John. A lot of 
excitement is buzzing for what we will encounter through John’s story.  
Some dates we will not be meeting during the summer because Pastor 
Drew will be gone for various points due to other commitments but this 
will not hinder our experience. Hope to see there!   
 

Faith on Tap: We continue to meet on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the 
month as we will be reading Kate Bowler’s book, Everything Happens for 
a Reason.  This book will shed light on Dr. Bowler’s experience as she is 
diagnosed with stage 4 cancer and how she wrestles with the typical    
language, we as Christians, use when individuals go through difficult    
situations. Below is the schedule for the upcoming months: 
 

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS 
WILL BE TODAY 

 

June 4, 2023 
                     Provided by Diane Shultz 

 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets 

and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

June Months 

June 6th: Object Lessons &  
Magic Tricks 

June 20th: Seasons & Surrender  

July Months 

July 4th: NO STUDY-PASTOR 
AWAY 

July 18th: Christmas Cheer & 
Certainty 



 Camp Sequanota’s 1st Annual Well Festival 

 
Stretch your Mind & Connect with others 

 
We strive to live authentically as God’s people. Over the              
generations, people have found that it is easier to live and strive 
when we do it together. This is what the Well Festival is all         
about-living, learning, and loving together.  
 
The key component of the event tis to simply provide open space for 
participants to engage one another. The idea is for spiritual explorers 
to gather to find community and support as we engage in a wide 
range of conversations.  
 
The festival is designed to offer different “tents” or learning             
experiences to provide for conversation. Maybe the conversation is 
new to you, or maybe you are a seasoned veteran on a topic, but 
this weekend is curated to provide the space to discuss and explore 
together. 
For more information & how to register, check out sequanota.com.  

Synod Assembly, June 17th 

 
Our annual synod assembly will be coming up the 3rd Saturday of 
June. We are thankful for our reps (Lori Savino & Donna Wilt) for this 
year’s assembly. We are excited because this will be the first year of 
returning to an in-person assembly format. Visitors can watch the  
assembly on the Synod’s Youtube Channel (search Allegheny 8C). 
There will be a worship service Sunday afternoon at First Lutheran, 
Altoona at 4:00pm and there will be digital Bible Study’s, via Synod’s 
YouTube Channel, on June 13

th
 & June 15

th
 at 6:00pm.  

http://www.sequanota.com


SWEETS & TREATS will start again in October 
falling our last one June 4th 

 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets 
and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in 
the Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

Potluck will start again in  
September 

WELCA NEWS 
 
 
We are planning our summer luncheon at The Spruce Creek Tavern and a 
trip to Martins Farm Market in Spruce Creek on June 24th (Saturday,        
Corrected Date).  This is a treat from WELCA.  Everyone in the congregation 
is invited.  Call Peggy Thatcher 814-943-4749 or Donna Wilt 814-942-0379 
for your reservations.  Please come and joy us on this summer day. 



June 25, 2023 
Highland Park, Pavilion #1 
 
11:00 AM Communion Worship Service 
 
12:00 PM Meal 

 
Name:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Plan to attend #___________________________________________________   
 
Plan to bring #____________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

I can help.  Sign me up to do: 
 

Shopping________________________________________________________ 
 
Set up the day of the picnic__________________________________________ 
 
 

Transporting Supplies______________________________________________ 
 
Cooking/Grilling___________________________________________________ 
 
Clean Up________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Paper Plates, utensils and drinks will be provided. 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 

 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
HTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

