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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude For all the Saints Lani Smith

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church

of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: O Lord, We Praise You ELW 499
NEXT PAGE



O Lord, We Praise You
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Text: German hymn, 15th cent., st. 1; Martin Luther, 1483—1546, sis. 2—3; lr. composile
Music: GOTT SET GETLOBET UND GEBENEDRETET, J. Walter, (Geistliche (Gesanghiiclilein, 1524

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by
sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that
we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your
peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Acts 2:1-21

A reading from Acts.

'When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one
place. “And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. “Divided tongues, as
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. “All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as
the Spirit gave them ability.

’Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. °And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.
"Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? °And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?
9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, '°Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,
""Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about
God'’s deeds of power.” '“All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?” "°But others sneered and said, “They are
filled with new wine.”

“But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
“‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and
listen to what | say. '°Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only
nine o’clock in the morning. "°No, this is what was spoken through the prophet
Joel:



"n the last days it will be, God declares,

that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
'"®Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
“And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
““The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
“'Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

“*How manifold are your works, O LoRD! In wisdom you have made them
all; the earth is full of your creatures.

“*Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to
number, living things both small and great.

““There go the ships to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made for the
sport of it.

’All of them look to you to give them their food in due season.

““You give it to them; they gather it; you open your hand, and they are
filled with good things.

“*When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away
their breath, they die and return to their dust.

““You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; and so you renew the
face of the earth.



“'May the glory of the Lorbp endure forever; O LORD, rejoice in all
your works.

**You look at the earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains and they
smoke.

*I will sing to the LoRD as long as | live; | will praise my God while |
have my being.

“*May these words of mine please God. | will rejoice in the LORD.
“’Bless the LorD, O my soul. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

**No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; °and there are
varieties of services, but the same Lord; °and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.
"To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. “To
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another
the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, “to another faith
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, ""to
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. ''All these are activated by one and the same
Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

"“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.
"“For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Glo - ry to \you, O Lord.

"“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” “’After
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. “'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” ““When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. “’If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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C] Praise to  you, O Christ.

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day:

We Respond to the Word

Come Down, O Love Divine
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Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833—1890
Music: DOWN AMPNIEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—1958

Outside USA: Music Irom fhe English Hymnal, © Oxlord Universily Press 1906.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Passionate God, you sent your Spirit through the gifts of fire, wind, and word.
As you equipped the disciples for their work, equip us to bring the good news
to all those who long for you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Restoring God, wind and flame bring life and destruction throughout the world.
We pray for those who work with wind energy, for migratory birds, for
protection for lands facing destructive fire, for forestry managers and
firefighters. Renew the face of the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Ever-present God, your spirit embraces all. Send your spirit of understanding
to immigrants, refugees, and any experiencing language barriers. Bless the
work of translators, ESL teachers, ambassadors, and international peace
organizations. Safely guide those fleeing war and danger. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Merciful God, you anoint us with your spirit. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives,
chaplains, counselors, and hospice workers as they care for those in need. We
pray for all who seek your comfort (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Generous God, you impart a variety of gifts. Set aflame the desire to learn
from one another, especially those who differ from us. Make your presence
known through missionaries, peace workers, and through the outreach
ministries of our synod and community (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Life-giving God, we give thanks for those who have died to new life in you
(especially). As we observe Memorial Day, we remember those who died in
military service. Comfort all who mourn, and usher in a world where war is no
more. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to
you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
*Offering Prayer:

P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.




It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every
nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world
you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not
perish but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit
into our hearts, that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he
comes to us in his holy supper.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again,
after the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you

once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Lamb of God

_9_# - i |

Pan

.

ik
(GRS - —
/

’

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

==
tan

A% }
A
¢

sz

-

o

g #u | II i
Y 4N
| (40
ALY . .

v

us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin
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sin of the world; grant  us

*Communion Distribution

*Post-Communion Blessing

peace,

( | 108

grant

us

peace.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

you in his grace.
C: Amen



*Song after Communion:
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*Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray.
Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With
your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life

together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in
Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.
We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling ELW 582
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional  Glorious Things of Three are Spoken arr. Gordon Young



Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling
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Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Réntgen, 1855—1932



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

N\

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery
Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Jean Bickel Donna Wilt
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military.
Homewood

Sylvia Malsatzki

Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS:

BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY MAY 24 1 PM
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY MAY 311 PM
SWEETS AND TREATS JUN 4 10:30AM
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP JUN 11 10 AM

KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE JUN 1512 PM
RESERVATION DEADLINE WELCA LUNCHEON JUN 17
WELCA LUNCHEON (Corrected Date) JUN 24

CHURCH PICNIC JUN 25 11 AM
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP JUL 910 AM
COUNCIL MEETING JUL 16 12 PM

SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP AUG 13 10 AM




CHURCH PiIcNiIc

Planning for the church picnic has begun.
You can use the sign up sheet on the
stand in the narthex or on the foyer
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the
next page.

Church Picnic will be held June 25, 2023
at Highland Park, Pavilion #1 ‘

Early Announcement-Summer Picnic Worship!

With summer upon us, we figured we would enjoy the weather and out-
doors as part of worship. Traditional, Bethany has held Picnic Worship
during the summer months and is inviting St. James to join them as well.
*We will still be having our traditional Picnic in Late June, so further in-
formation will be coming. We will be gathering at Highland Park for
these Outdoor Picnic Worship once a month during the summer at 10am
as a combined service between  Bethany & St. James. Those dates are
June 11%, July 9", and August 13", We will have an abridged communion
worship service and will then enjoy the picnic festivities. Bethany will
provide the main dish for the picnics. We are asking for individuals to
bring a side and/or a dessert to be shared with those in attendance. We
also ask for you to provide your own appropriate beverage. We are also
planning to have some form of entertainment once our worship service
has concluded. If something changes with these picnics, we will keep you
in the loop.

See you on June 11™ at 10:00am at Highland Park!




Bible Study Update

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Studies: Wednesday Bible Study group
will be returning on May 3rd at 1pm in the Basement Fellowship Hall, at
Bethany, as we begin a brand new series with the Gospel of John. A lot of
excitement is buzzing for what we will encounter through John’s story.
Some dates we will not be meeting during the summer because Pastor
Drew will be gone for various points due to other commitments but this
will not hinder our experience. Hope to see there!

Faith on Tap: We continue to meet on the 1% & 3" Tuesday of the
month as we will be reading Kate Bowler’s book, Everything Happens for
a Reason. This book will shed light on Dr. Bowler’s experience as she is
diagnosed with stage 4 cancer and how she wrestles with the typical
language, we as Christians, use when individuals go through difficult
situations. Below is the schedule for the upcoming months:

June Months
June 6th: Object Lessons &
Magic Tricks
June 20th: Seasons & Surrender

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
WILL BE

June 4, 2023
Provided by Diane Shultz

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets

and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!




Camp Sequanota’s 15t Annual Well Festival

Stretch your Mind & Connect with others

We strive to live authentically as God'’s people. Over the
generations, people have found that it is easier to live and strive
when we do it together. This is what the Well Festival is all
about-living, learning, and loving together.

The key component of the event tis to simply provide open space for
particpants to engage one another. The idea is for spiritual explorers
to gather to find community and support as we engage in a wide
range of conversations.

The festival is designed to offer different “tents” or learning
experiences to provide for conversation. Maybe the conversation is
new to you, or maybe you are a seasoned veteran on a topic, but
this weekend is curated to provide the space to discuss and explore
together.

For more information & how to register, check out sequanota.com.

Synod Assembly, June 17th

Our annual synod assembly will be coming up the 3rd Saturday of
June. We are thankful for our reps (Lori Savino & Donna Wilt) for this
year’s assembly. We are excited because this will be the first year of
returning to an in-person assembly format. Visitors can watch the
assembly on the Synod’s Youtube Channel (search Allegheny 8C).
There will be a worship service Sunday afternoon at First Lutheran,
Altoona at 4:00pm and there will be digital Bible Study’s, via Synod’s
YouTube Channel, on June 13" & June 15" at 6:00pm.


http://www.sequanota.com

SWEETS & TREATS will start again in October
falling our last one June 4th

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets
and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in
the Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

Potluck will start again in
September

The Mathers of St. James greatly appreciates
the beautiful flowens provided by WELCA of
St. James for Mother's Day!

We are planning our summer luncheon at The Spruce Creek Tavern and a
trip to Martins Farm Market in Spruce Creek on June 24th (Saturday,
Corrected Date). This is a treat from WELCA. Everyone in the congregation

is invited. Call Peggy Thatcher 814-943-4749 or Donna Wilt 814-942-0379
for your reservations. Please come and joy us on this summer day.

WAL
LOAGeEOM



June 25, 2023
Highland Park, Pavilion #1

11:00 AM Communion Worship Service
12:00 PM Meal

Name:

Plan to attend #

Plan to bring #

| can help. Sign me up to do:

Shopping

Set up the day of the picnic

Transporting Supplies

Cooking/Grilling

Clean Up

Paper Plates, utensils and drinks will be provided.



St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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