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Worship every Sunday 
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Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffrey 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude             Impromptu       James Denton         
   
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:        All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name         ELW 634 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended 
to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in 
joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                                 Acts 1:6-14  
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

6
When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the 

time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7
He replied, “It is not for you 

to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 
8
But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

9
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. 
10

While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 

11
They said, 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 
 

12
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 
13

When they had entered the city, 
they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and 
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James 
son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 

14
All these 

were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
   
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM            Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

  
1
Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; let those who hate 

God flee. 
 
2
As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; as the 

wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of 
God. 
 
3
But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be 

merry and joyful. 
 
4
Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who ride 

the clouds; I Am is that name, rejoice before God! 
 
5
In your holy habitation, O God, you are a father to orphans, defender of 

widows; 
 
6
you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 

but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
 
7
O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched 

through the wilderness, 
 
8
the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence 

of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 
9
You sent a bountiful rain, O God; you restored your inheritance when it 

languished. 
 
10

Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, you 
have made provision for the poor.  
 
32

Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord. 
 
33

You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; you send 
forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
 
34

Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is 
in the skies. 
 
35

How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, giving 
strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!  



*GOSPEL:                          John 17:1-11 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

Second Reading:      1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11  
 
 

A reading from 1 Peter. 
 
 

12
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place 

among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to 
you. 

13
But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that 

you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 
14

If you 
are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of 
glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 

5:6
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that 

he may exalt you in due time. 
7
Cast all your anxiety on him, because he 

cares for you. 
8
Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 

adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 
9
Resist 

him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in 
all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 

10
And after you 

have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to 
his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. 

11
To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



1
After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to  

heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the 
Son may glorify you, 

2
since you have given him authority over all people, to 

give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 
3
And this is eternal life, that 

they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent. 

4
I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 

5
So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in 

your presence before the world existed. 
 

6
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 

world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 

7
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 

8
for 

the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that 
you sent me. 

9
I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
10

All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
11

And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                          ELW 654 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of harmony, as you drew your son to your side, you draw us to you and 
unite us with the planet and one another. Weave your church together in a web 
of mutual love for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
As your Spirit hovered over the waters of creation, so your Spirit hovers over 
all that you have made. Bless the water that sustains the planet and grant   
wisdom to use it wisely. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You empower your people with the fire of your Spirit. Challenge activists and 
organizers, teachers and politicians, and all in leadership to speak a message 
of peace and justice. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You care for all your children. Show your steadfast love to those suffering    
isolation, especially exiles, refugees, or prisoners. Break the chains of all held 
fast by systemic oppression of any kind. Comfort all who are afraid or suffering 
from illness (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We give thanks that humankind serves as your body in the world, stewarding 
your abundant gifts. Guide this congregation’s leaders as they seek your will. 
We pray for our staff and council (persons can be named). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You raise your saints to new life in Christ. We give you thanks for (Helena and) 
all your saints who have given us glimpses of your redeeming love. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to 
you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:           Crown Him with Many Crowns                  ELW 855 
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional                          Exaltation         Robert Hughes  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 
 
COUNCIL MEETING TODAY   MAY 21 12 PM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY    MAY 24 1 PM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY    MAY 31 1 PM 
SWEETS AND TREATS     JUN 4 10:30AM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP    JUN 11 10 AM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE  JUN 15 12 PM 
CHURCH PICNIC      JUN 25 11 AM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP    JUL 9 10 AM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP    AUG 13 10 AM 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
HTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  
You can use the sign up sheet on the 
stand in the narthex or on the foyer     
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the 
next page. 
 

Church Picnic will be held June 25, 2023 
at Highland Park, Pavilion #1 

Early Announcement-Summer Picnic Worship! 

 
With summer upon us, we figured we would enjoy the weather and out-
doors as part of worship. Traditional, Bethany has held Picnic Worship 
during the summer months and is inviting St. James to join them as well. 
*We will still be having our traditional Picnic in Late June, so further in-
formation will be coming. We will be gathering at Highland Park for 
these Outdoor Picnic Worship once a month during the summer at 10am 
as a combined service between     Bethany & St. James.  Those dates are 
June 11th, July 9th, and August 13th. We will have an abridged communion 
worship service and will then enjoy the picnic festivities. Bethany will 
provide the main dish for the picnics. We are asking for individuals to 
bring a side and/or a dessert to be shared with those in attendance. We  
also ask for you to provide your own appropriate beverage.  We are also 
planning to have some form of entertainment once our worship service 
has concluded. If something changes with these picnics, we will keep you 
in the loop.     
                   See you on June 11th at 10:00am at Highland Park!   



Bible Study Update 
 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Studies:  Wednesday Bible Study group 
will be returning on May 3rd at 1pm in the Basement Fellowship Hall, at 
Bethany, as we begin a brand new series with the Gospel of John. A lot of 
excitement is buzzing for what we will encounter through John’s story.  
Some dates we will not be meeting during the summer because Pastor 
Drew will be gone for various points due to other commitments but this 
will not hinder our experience. Hope to see there!   
 

Faith on Tap: We continue to meet on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the 
month as we will be reading Kate Bowler’s book, Everything Happens for 
a Reason.  This book will shed light on Dr. Bowler’s experience as she is 
diagnosed with stage 4 cancer and how she wrestles with the typical    
language, we as Christians, use when individuals go through difficult    
situations. Below is the schedule for the upcoming months: 

 
 

June Months 

June 6th: Object Lessons &       
Magic Tricks 

June 20th: Seasons & Surrender  

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS 
WILL BE 

 

June 4, 2023 
                     Provided by Diane Shultz 

 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets 

and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 



 Camp Sequanota’s 1st Annual Well Festival 

 
Stretch your Mind & Connect with others 

 
We strive to live authentically as God’s people. Over the              
generations, people have found that it is easier to live and strive 
when we do it together. This is what the Well Festival is all         
about-living, learning, and loving together.  
 
The key component of the event tis to simply provide open space for 
particpants to engage one another. The idea is for spiritual explorers 
to gather to find community and support as we engage in a wide 
range of conversations.  
 
The festival is designed to offer different “tents” or learning             
experiences to provide for conversation. Maybe the conversation is 
new to you, or maybe you are a seasoned veteran on a topic, but 
this weekend is curated to provide the space to discuss and explore 
together. 
For more information & how to register, check out sequanota.com.  

Synod Assembly, June 17th 

 
Our annual synod assembly will be coming up the 3rd Saturday of 
June. We are thankful for our reps (Lori Savino & Donna Wilt) for this 
year’s assembly. We are excited because this will be the first year of 
returning to an in-person assembly format. Visitors can watch the  
assembly on the Synod’s Youtube Channel (search Allegheny 8C). 
There will be a worship service Sunday afternoon at First Lutheran, 
Altoona at 4:00pm and there will be digital Bible Study’s, via Synod’s 
YouTube Channel, on June 13

th
 & June 15

th
 at 6:00pm.  

http://www.sequanota.com


June 25, 2023 
Highland Park, Pavilion #1 
 
11:00 AM Communion Worship Service 
 
12:00 PM Meal 

 
Name:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Plan to attend #___________________________________________________   
 
Plan to bring #____________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

I can help.  Sign me up to do: 
 

Shopping________________________________________________________ 
 
Set up the day of the picnic__________________________________________ 
 
 

Transporting Supplies______________________________________________ 
 
Cooking/Grilling___________________________________________________ 
 
Clean Up________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Paper Plates, utensils and drinks will be provided. 


