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Welcome
you please sign our guest book.

anist/Choir Director: P

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffre
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Church Org

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia! ELW 369
NEXT PAGE



Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!
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Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. T.eeson, | 807—1882, alt.

Music: T.TLANFEATR, Robert Williaims, 17811821

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and
the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in
you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32

A reading from Acts.

'““Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd],
“2“You that are Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did
through him among you, as you yourselves know—~"this man, handed over to
you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and
killed by the hands of those outside the law. “’But God raised him up, having
freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power.
“°For David says concerning him,

‘| saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that | will not

be shaken; “°therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover

my flesh will live in hope. “’For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let

your Holy One experience corruption. “°You have made known to me the

ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
“*Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. *’Since he was a
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put
one of his descendants on his throne. °'Foreseeing this, David spoke of the
resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
*’This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 16

'Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you; | have said to the LORD, “You
are my Lord, my good above all other.”

All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who are
noble among the people.



3But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.
‘I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their
names upon my lips.

°0 LORD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot.

°My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, | have a rich
inheritance.

"I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night

after night.

°l have set the LoRD always before me; because God is at my right
hand, | shall not be shaken.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall
rest in hope.
"°For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see
the pit.

""You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of
joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
A reading from 1 Peter.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great
mercy he has given us a new birth into a I|V|ng hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, “and into an mhentance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, “who are
being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time. °In this you re10|ce even if now for a little
while you have had to suffer various trials, ‘so that the genumeness of
your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when
Jesus Christ is revealed. “Although you have not seen him, you love him;
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in hlm and rejoice
with an indescribable and glorious joy, “for you are receiving the outcome
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.
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"“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” “UAfter he
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. “'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so | send you.” ““When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. “’If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”

“’But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. “°So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands,
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not
believe.”

“°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” “’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt
but believe.” “*Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” “’Jesus said
to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”



““Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Sermon

*Hymn of the Day:

Praise

to you,

We Respond to the Word

.
0

That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright

Christ.

ELW 384

Text: Latin hymn
Music:

usic:

. 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 18181866, alt.
PUTIR NOBITS, Huropéan tune, adapt. Michael Practorius, 1571—1621
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

God of rebirth, the good news of your resurrection brings refreshment to a
weary world. Following the women at the tomb, empower us to boldly share
your radical love through our words and our work. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

As you breathed your Spirit into the disciples, breathe your spirit of healing
upon all creation. Nourish the earth with sufficient rains. Strengthen us to
counter the effects of pollution and destruction. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You prepared the disciples for their ministry by calming their fears and granting
them your peace. Equip our communities’ leaders (especially). Give them a
spirit of peace and hearts that burn for justice, that their leadership reflects
your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You come among us in unexpected ways. Send us to those who hide in fear or
question your love. Be a healing presence for any isolated by addiction,
incarceration, mental iliness, chronic pain, sickness, or grief (especially). Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

As you met the disciples on the road to Emmaus, show us your presence
along our journeys. Bless our doubts and questions. Provide trusting and safe
relationships for all ages, to nurture our connection to you and one another.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Resurrecting God, you bring us to new life every day. Thank you for blessing
us with companions on our faith journey, especially those who now rest in your
love (especially). Strengthen us with the eternal peace of your promises. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to
you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done ELW 366
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional



The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done
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Text: Svmplionia Sirenum, Koln, 1695; tr. Francis Pott, 18321909
Music: VICTORY, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1525—-1594; arr. William H. Monk, 1823-1889



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

N\

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery
Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Jean Bickel Donna Wilt
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military.
Homewood

Sylvia Malsatzki

Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck
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NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

Mark Pour Calendars |l
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS:

POTLUCK TODAY APR 16 12 PM
NAMI CONFERENCE APR 20 8-2:30
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT APR 30 3 PM
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY MAY 3 1 PM
SWEETS AND TREATS MAY 7 10 AM
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY MAY 10 1 PM
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE MAY 15 12 PM
COUNCIL MEETING MAY 21 12 PM
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY MAY 24 1 PM
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY MAY 311 PM
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP JUN 11 10 AM
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE JUN 1512 PM
CHURCH PICNIC JUN 25 11 AM
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP JUL 910 AM
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP AUG 1310 AM

Work is still being completed on the
Sanctuary Narthax.

We are going to be worshiping back in
the downstairs Fellowship hall until the
construction is complete.




| SWEETS AND TREATS
GWEET® THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
@ e EACH MONTH.

—— OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
TREATS WILL BE
| May 7, 2023
Provided by Shirley Manbeck

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets

and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

National Alliance for Mentally 11l Conference

“Inspiration after Adversity”

Thursday April 20, 2023
8§ AM—2:30 PM

Blair County Convention Center
Speakers: Barb Zablotney and Dana Melton RN

Keynote: Katherine Horner

Register until April 3rd at: www.namiblaircountypa.org/

*Attendees are asked to donate new socks and knitted hats which will be donated to the local homeless.

*Questions call 814-327-7083



http://www.namiblaircountypa.org/
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Sundag.A ril30 at3pm
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Altoona

Tuesday, May2at7pm
First Presbyterian Church; Tyrone

ht, Director
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* Congregation is asked to bring cookies for the reception
after the concert.




CHURCH PiIcNiIc

Planning for the church picnic has begun.
You can use the sign up sheet on the
stand in the narthex or on the foyer
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the
next page.

Church Picnic will be held June 25, 2023
at Highland Park, Pavilion #1 h

Early Announcement-Summer Picnic Worship!

With summer upon us, we figured we would enjoy the
weather and outdoors as part of worship. Traditional,
Bethany has held Picnic Worship during the summer
months and is inviting St. James to join them as well.
*We will still be having our traditional Picnic in Late
June, so further information will be coming. We will be
gathering at Highland Park for these Outdoor Picnic Worship once a
month during the summer at 10am as a combined service between
Bethany & St. James. Those dates are June 11", July 9™, and August 13".
We will have an abridged communion worship service and will then enjoy
the picnic festivities. Bethany will provide the main dish for the picnics.
We are asking for individuals to bring a side and/or a dessert to be shared
with those in attendance. We also ask for you to provide your own
appropriate beverage. We are also planning to have some form of
entertainment once our worship service has concluded. If something
changes with these picnics, we will keep you in the loop.

See you on June 11™ at 10:00am at Highland Park!
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Bible Study Update

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Studies: Wednesday Bible Study group
will be returning on May 3rd at Ipm in the Basement Fellowship Hall, at
Bethany, as we begin a brand new series with the Gospel of John. A lot of
excitement is buzzing for what we will encounter through John’s story.
Some dates we will not be meeting during the summer because Pastor
Drew will be gone for various points due to other commitments but this
will not hinder our experience. Hope to see there!

Faith on Tap: We continue to meet on the 1% & 3™ Tuesday of the
month as we will be reading Kate Bowler’s book, Everything Happens for
a Reason. This book will shed light on Dr. Bowler’s experience as she is
diagnosed with stage 4 cancer and how she wrestles with the typical
language, we as Christians, use when individuals go through difficult
situations. Below is the schedule for the upcoming months:

May Months June Months
May 2nd: Preface & Diagnosis | June 6th: Object Lessons &
May 17": Will not meet as Pastor | Magic Tricks
will be away at Camp Sequanota | June 20th: Seasons & Surrender




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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