
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

March 12, 2023 

3rd Sunday 

in Lent 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffrey 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude           
                    
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:    Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing                ELW 807 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and 
wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the 
well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:                 Exodus 17:1-7   
 

A reading from Exodus. 
 

1
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed 

by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was 
no water for the people to drink. 

2
The people quarreled with Moses, and said, 

“Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? 
Why do you test the Lord?” 

3
But the people thirsted there for water; and the 

people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of 
Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 

4
So Moses cried out 

to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 
me.” 

5
The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of 

the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck 
the Nile, and go. 

6
I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. 

Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.”   
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

7
He called the place Massah 

and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is 
the Lord among us or not?” 
   

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                                       Psalm 95   
 

 
1
Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the rock of our  

     salvation. 
 

2
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a 

     loud shout to the Lord with psalms. 
   

3
For you, Lord, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods. 



  

 
4
In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills 

    are also yours. 
 

5
The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry 

     land. 
 

6
Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord 

     our maker. 
 

7
For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and 

     the sheep of God’s hand. Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice! 
 

8
“Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah 

       in the desert. 
 

9
There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, though they 

     had seen my works. 
 

10
Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, ‘The heart of this 

      people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’ 
 

11
Indeed I swore in my anger, ‘They shall never come to my rest.’ ”   

Second Reading:                Romans 5:1-11  
 

A reading from Romans. 
 

1
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
2
through whom we have obtained access to this 

grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory 
of God. 

3
And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing 

that suffering produces endurance, 
4
and endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope, 
5
and hope does not disappoint us,        

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit that has been given to us. 
 

6
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the      

ungodly. 
7
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 

perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 
8
But God 

proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 
us. 

9
Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his 

blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 
10

For if while 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his 
Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his 
life. 

11
But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

*GOSPEL:                            John 4:5-42 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

5
[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground 

that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
6
Jacob’s well was there, and     

Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 
 

7
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give 

me a drink.” 
8
(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 

9
The         

Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of 
me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with  
Samaritans.) 

10
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who 

it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, 
and he would have given you living water.” 

11
The woman said to him, “Sir, 

you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living  
water? 

12
Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, 

and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 
13

Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 

14
but those who 

drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I 
will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 
15

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be 
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 

16
Jesus said to her, 

“Go, call your husband, and come back.”  



17
The   woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You 

are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 
18

for you have had five husbands, 
and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is 
true!” 

19
The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 

20
Our  

ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where 
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 

21
Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe 

me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. 

22
You worship what you do not know; we     

worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.  
23

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to 
worship him. 

24
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 

spirit and truth.” 
25

The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is         
coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things 
to us.” 

26
Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 

 
27

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was   
speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are 
you speaking with her?” 

28
Then the woman left her water jar and went back 

to the city. She said to the people, 
29

“Come and see a man who told me 
everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 

30
They 

left the city and were on their way to him. 
 

31
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 

32
But 

he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 
33

So the 
disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to 
eat?” 

34
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me 

and to complete his work. 
35

Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then 
comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields 
are ripe for harvesting. 

36
The reaper is already receiving wages and is  

gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice          
together. 

37
For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 

38
I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, 

and you have entered into their labor.” 
39

Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 

40
So when the        

Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed 
there two days.  
41

And many more believed because of his word. 
42

They said to the woman, 
“ It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 



 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 623 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for your church. Bless partnerships with other Christians and           
inter-religious dialogue. Guide the daily work of denominational and            
congregational leaders. Strengthen our combined witness for the sake of the 
gospel, that all experience your life-giving love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for the universe. All creation teems with life, from the depths of the 
earth and seas to the skies above. Fill us with awe and reverence for the      
diversity and preservation of life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for the nations of the world. Topple the dividing walls that separate us 
from our neighbors. Form us into your beloved community where diversity of 
gender, race, language, ability, and ethnic origin is celebrated and affirmed. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. Be present with all who 
are lonely, and give courage to all who are afraid. Comfort those who live with 
chronic illness or other sickness (especially). Give them your living water      
always. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this congregation, especially those preparing for baptism (at the 
Vigil of Easter/on Easter Day). Nurture their faith and pour your love into their 
hearts. Inspire our community by their testimony to God’s grace in their lives. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for the lives of all your saints (especially Gregory the Great, 
whom we commemorate today). Their hope in you sustained lives of faith and 
service. Encourage us with the hope they shared in you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:          What Wondrous Love Is This               ELW 666 
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional                  





Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  

In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Steve Ligthner 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck Bill Wilt 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 
POTLUCK TODAY      MAR 12 12 PM 
LENTEN CONCERT @ BETHANY TODAY MAR 12 2 PM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY    MAR 15 1 PM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE  MAR 15 12 PM 
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY    MAR 15 7 PM 
COUNCIL MEETING     MAR 19 12 PM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY    MAR 22 1 PM 
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY   MAR 22 7 PM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY    MAR 29 1 PM 
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY   MAR 29 7 PM 
SWEETS AND TREATS     APR 2 10 AM 
BIBLE STUDY @BETHANY    APR 5 1 PM 
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY    APR 5 7 PM 
MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICE APR 6 7PM 
GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP SERVICE  APR 7 2 PM 
WELCA MEETING      APR 15 10 AM 
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT  APR 30 3 PM 

 

The next Potluck Dinner is 
 

TODAY March 12, 2023 



 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

March 19, 2023   

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS 
WILL BE  

 

April 2, 2023 
                     Provided by Peggy Thatcher 

 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets 

and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

GOD'S PLAN IS WORTH THE WAIT 
ISAIAH 30:18 

What is WELCA? It's an easy way to say "Women of the          
Evangelical church of America."  
SAVE THE DATE  April 15 10am   
When you all are down to nothing, God is up to       
something.  
Come and see what St. James WELCA is up to and 
bring a friend.  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Bible Study News 

 
As we continue our journey of faith, we continue with diving deeper into our faith through 
our bible study opportunities as we join with our friends at Bethany Lutheran.  
 
Faith on Tap (1st & 3rd Tuesday at Marzoni’s in Greenwood, 6pm): Faith on Tap is a 

series in which we gather for a time of fellowship, food, and time of diving deeper into our 
faith. These series can range from specific series in the Bible to a book study.  Our group 
will be returning on February 7th with a BRAND NEW STUDY as we will begin a series on 

Love. In Ancient Greek, love is expands into 4 different categories with their own meaning. 
For the months of February and March, we will dive deeper into these 4 loves and how they 
may help us express the gift of love for those around us. See you at Marzoni’s!    

 

Lenten Series:  

For By Faith 
 

What is faith? As we read from Hebrews 11, we understand it this way, “Now faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the convictions of things not seen.”   
 

During this Lenten series, we will share in the journey of faith from various figures 
in the Bible while also considering our own journey of faith. Our friends at Bethany         
Lutheran are inviting us to join in this dinner church style worship where we will share in a 
meal, have discussions, and consider our own journey of faith as we move towards the 
cross. These events will take place on Wednesday evenings at 7pm in Bethany’s basement. 
You are welcome to park in the parking lot (at the corner of 2nd St & 4th Ave) and then enter 
through the basement door to the fellowship hall.  

 
For those who will be unable to join us physically, due to whatever reason, you are 

invited join via Bethany’s Youtube channel (search Bethany Lutheran-Altoona in the search 

bar) where there will be a reflection from Pastor Drew, along with some reflection questions 
at 7pm. As we begin this Lenten journey may we feel the presence of Christ as we gather 
near the cross.  



        TODAY 2 PM 

The Contemporary 
Christian Trio 3 Four 
One, known for its 
angelic harmonies, 
will present a 
Freewill Offering 
Lenten Concert on 
Sunday March 12 at 
Bethany Lutheran at 
2 PM.  To help you 
on your Lenten    
journey come and be 
inspired through the 
Lenten music        
performed in a way 
only 3 Four One can.  
You’ll hear familiar 
Lenten music and 
some of 3 Four 
One’s original     
music. 3 Four One 
will also provide the 
music for the  9 AM 
Worship Service. 



Easter Flowers 
 

Your name (as you wish it to appear in the bulletin) 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
This Donation is made:  
 

IHO: _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 

IMO: _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
Choice of Flowers:   
 

___ Yellow Tulips 5/6 Bulb ($12)     ___ Red Tulips 5/6 Bulb ($12)       
___ 8”Daffodils($15)                    ___ Lilies single stem ($12) 
___ Multi-Color 3 Bulb Hyacinths ($14)   
  
Amount of Contribution: $_________ Envelope Number: ________ 
 

Please Check One: 
 

_____ Yes, I do want to take the flower(s) home with me. 
 

_____ No, I do not want to take the flower(s) home with me. I 
would like them to be given to a shut-in or friend of St. James. 
 
 

Please use the My Offering envelope in your pew to place your  
order and payment.  Check the Flower Fund box on the envelope 
and place in the offering plate. 
 

Orders must be received by 12 PM March 19, 2023 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 

 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
HTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

