
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

March 5, 2023 

2nd Sunday in Lent 

Communion 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffery 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                                   Siciliana in Eb           Robert Lau 
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:             My Faith Looks Up To Me                            ELW 575 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us 
to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your       
promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:                        Genesis 12:1-4a 

A reading from Genesis. 
 

1
The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your  

father’s house to the land that I will show you. 
2
I will make of you a great nation, 

and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 
3
I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and 

in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 

4a
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 

 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                                 Psalm 121 
 
 

1
I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 

 

2
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

3
The Lord will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over 

you fall asleep. 
 

4
Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep; 

 

5
the Lord watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 

 

6
the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

 

7
The Lord will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life. 

 

8
The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, from this 

time forth forevermore.   



Second Reading:         Romans 4:1-5, 13-17  
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
1
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor            

according to the flesh? 
2
For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 

something to boast about, but not before God. 
3
For what does the     

scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 

4
Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift 

but as something due. 
5
But to one who without works trusts him who    

justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
 

13
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to    

Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the         
righteousness of faith. 

14
If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the 

heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
15

For the law brings wrath; but 
where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 

16
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 

on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the        
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for 
he is the father of all of us, 

17
as it is written, “I have made you the father of 

many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



*GOSPEL:                          John 3:1-17  

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

1
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 

2
He 

came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 
do apart from the presence of God.” 

3
Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 

tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” 

4
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 

grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?” 

5
Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the  

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 
6
What is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7
Do not be   

astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 
8
The wind 

blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 
born of the Spirit.” 

9
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 

10
Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 

understand these things? 
 

11
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 

we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 
12

If I have told you 
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 
you about heavenly things? 

13
No one has ascended into heaven except 

the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
14

And just as    
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 

15
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 
16

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that       
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

17
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                    ELW 445 

Sermon 



*Creed             
  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your people. 
Bless lay theologians, seminary and college professors, and all who are called 
to the ministry of teaching, that they form and inspire us for the work of the 
gospel. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. 
Guide the work of researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth 
and who inspire us to care for the natural world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and           
oppression. Strengthen organizations that promote peace and harmony 
(especially). Direct their work to alleviate human suffering and to address its 
root causes. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental illness, 
depression, or addiction, and accompany them in healing and recovery. Hear 
the cries of those who look to you in their distress (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and delight us 
with their joy, wonder, and curiosity. Revive our ministries with children and 
youth and equip us all for faithful discipleship. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a 
blessing to us, so inspire us by their example of holy living to be a blessing to 
those who come after us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 

We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and    
prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we 
may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world you 
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that 
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 
supper. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after the 
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 



Communion Distribution—The Communion cups are opened at this time. 
Remove the Communion wafer from the cup—P: Body of Christ given for 
you. 
Remove wrapper from Wine cup—P: Blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  
you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
once revealed yourself to your disciples.  



*Song after Communion:       Lord Let Your Servant Go LBW Pg. 73 
 
  



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of     
 Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower 
 us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your 
 love. 
 
 
C: Amen. 
 

 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:                    Blessed Assurance                 ELW 638 
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal          
  
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Recessional:               Beneath the Cross of Jesus      Arr. Dale Wood      
  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later than Tuesday at 
10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church office secretary Tim 
Surkovich, I’m in the office Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be submitted by 
the 15th of the month, please call and  reserve a space for 

your article so that the Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead 
of time to provide space for all the congregational news.**** 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Steve Ligthner 

Staff Sgt John Hiles     Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck Bill Wilt 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 
SWEETS AND TREATS TODAY   MAR 5 10 AM 
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY   MAR 8 7 PM 
POTLUCK       MAR 12 12 PM 
3 FOUR ONE CONCERT BETHANY  MAR 12 2 PM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE  MAR 15 12 PM 
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY    MAR 15 7 PM 
COUNCIL MEETING     MAR 19 12 PM 
EASTER FLOWER ORDER DEADLINE  MAR 19 12 PM 
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY   MAR 22 7 PM 
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY   MAR 29 7 PM 
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY    APR 5 7 PM 
MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICE APR 6 7PM 
GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP SERVICE  APR 7 2 PM 
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT  APR 30 3 PM 

Allegheny Chorale 
 

St James Lutheran Church 
Sunday April 30th 

3 PM 



 

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

March 19, 2023   

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS 
WILL BE TODAY 

 

March 5, 2023 
                     Provided by Jean Bickel 

 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets 

and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

The next Potluck Dinner is 
 

March 12, 2023 



Lenten Series:  

For By Faith 
 

What is faith? As we read from Hebrews 11, we understand it this way, “Now 
faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convictions of things not seen.”   
 

During this Lenten series, we will share in the journey of faith from     
various figures in the Bible while also considering our own journey of faith. Our 
friends at Bethany Lutheran are inviting us to join in this dinner church style 
worship where we will share in a meal, have discussions, and consider our own 
journey of faith as we move towards the cross. These events will take place on 
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in Bethany’s basement. You are welcome to park in 
the parking lot (at the corner of 2nd St & 4th Ave) and then enter through the 
basement door to the fellowship hall.  

 
For those who will be unable to join us physically, due to whatever      

reason, you are invited join via Bethany’s Youtube channel (search Bethany   
Lutheran-Altoona in the search bar) where there will be a reflection from Pastor 
Drew, along with some reflection questions at 7pm. As we begin this Lenten 
journey may we feel the presence of Christ as we gather near the cross.  

Bible Study News 

 
As we continue our journey of faith, we continue with diving deeper into our 
faith through our two bible study opportunities as we join with our friends at 
Bethany Lutheran.  
 
Faith on Tap (1st & 3rd Tuesday at Marzoni’s in Greenwood, 6pm): Faith 
on Tap is a series in which we gather for a time of fellowship, food, and time 
of diving deeper into our faith. These series can range from specific series in 
the Bible to a book study.  Our group will be returning on February 7th with a 

BRAND NEW STUDY as we will begin a series on Love. In Ancient Greek, 
love is expands into 4 different categories with their own meaning. For the 
months of February and March, we will dive deeper into these 4 loves and how 
they may help us express the gift of love for those around us. See you at    

Marzoni’s!    



 

The Contemporary 
Christian Trio 3 Four 
One, known for its 
angelic harmonies, 
will present a 
Freewill Offering 
Lenten Concert on 
Sunday March 12 at 
Bethany Lutheran at 
2 PM.  To help you 
on your Lenten    
journey come and be 
inspired through the 
Lenten music        
performed in a way 
only 3 Four One can.  
You’ll hear familiar 
Lenten music and 
some of 3 Four 
One’s original     
music. 3 Four One 
will also provide the 
music for the  9 AM 
Worship Service. 



Easter Flowers 
 

Your name (as you wish it to appear in the bulletin) 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
This Donation is made:  
 

IHO: _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 

IMO: _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
Choice of Flowers:   
 

___ Yellow Tulips 5/6 Bulb ($12)     ___ Red Tulips 5/6 Bulb ($12)       
___ 8”Daffodils($15)                    ___ Lilies single stem ($12) 
___ Multi-Color 3 Bulb Hyacinths ($14)   
  
Amount of Contribution: $_________ Envelope Number: ________ 
 

Please Check One: 
 

_____ Yes, I do want to take the flower(s) home with me. 
 

_____ No, I do not want to take the flower(s) home with me. I 
would like them to be given to a shut-in or friend of St. James. 
 
 

Please use the My Offering envelope in your pew to place your  
order and payment.  Check the Flower Fund box on the envelope 
and place in the offering plate. 
 

Orders must be received by 12 PM March 19, 2023 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 

 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
HTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

