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Vice Pastor’s Report
February 2023

Pastor’s February Musings
Love is in the Air ...

Dear Members of Saint James,

February is always seen as the month of love, especially because
Valentine’s Day is celebrated. A day filled with roses, chocolate, and the
expression of compassion for those around us. | have also seen in recent
years a single’s edition of Valentine’s Day called Single’s Awareness Day
where individuals will do some sort of special treatment for themselves
by getting an manicure/pedicure, get a special meal, or something else.
No matter which version of February 14" you choose to celebrate, you
cannot deny the significance of love.

Also, in the month of February, we in the Church, will be celebrating
Ash Wednesday. Now this doesn’t sound as much of a celebration of love
because Ash Wednesday where we prepare for the Season of Lent but
also look further ahead as we become more mindful of our own mortality.
This begs the question of why should we discuss and even blend the
celebration of these two days.

As we wrap our minds around the practice of Ash Wednesday, we
are reminded of how our mortality is bound into the promises of our
baptism. Just as we were born from the earth in an act of love from
creation, we will return to that very same earth. Our practice and tradition
of baptism reminds us how we are also united in the life, death, and
resurrection of Christ.

~




JPAGE 3 KlRCHENBLATTk

We breath into the life and ministry of Jesus, which we live into every
day by being the Church and serving our community. We find eternal
rest in the comfort and love of Christ who died at the cross for our
sins. We also rejoice with the Church Eternal as we rise with Christ in
the resurrection. It is this unconditional love we embrace and
experience with Christ. It is the central piece of what makes our faith
such a beautiful thing.

This act of love also channels us to be an integral part of the
world which, in many cases, feels broken. Friends, it is our call and
challenge, as followers of Jesus, to go forth sharing the love, grace,
and hope of the one who continues to love us each and every day.
May we go forth sharing that same kind of love with all whom we en-
counter.

Peace ><>

Pastor Drew

A smple act of

(oye

can make
extraordinary
things happen.

- Sharon Whitley
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Contribution & Attendance Summary
November 2021

Contributions $1582.00
Average Weekly Attendance: 14

November 2022

Contributions $801.50
Average Weekly Attendance: 12

INCOME & EXPENSE SUMMARY
November 1, 2022 - November 30, 2022

INCOME
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February Birthdays
Barbara Bickel 2/12
@ Bob Hench 2/12
Marissa Kenney 2/7
Kim Muller 2/5
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Bank Interest $0.00
Contributions
General $756.00
Designated $45.50
Special $75.00
Other Income $4,000.00
$4,876.50
EXPENSES
Pastoral Administration $401.00
Worship & Music $561.62
Office $1,223.18
Custodial & Property $1,021.58
Uncategorized $17.75

$3,225.13

Remember In Your Prayers

Our Prayer List:

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer
list can be submitted to the church office.
The name will remain on the list for one
month. At the end of that period please
advise the church office, if you would like
the name to be continue for another month.)
Tim Surkovich, Debbie Thomas,

Jeff Bickel, Steve Lightner,

Carol Weaver, Donna Foster,

Jean Bickel, Donna Wilt, Bill Wilt,
Carolyn Feather, Bill Dambeck,

Judy Dambeck

Those serving in our military

Allegheny Lutheran Home:
Janet Kauffman
Homewood P
Sylvia Malsatzki |
In their own homes: 1
Deborah Manbeck ‘
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Feb 1—2 Kings 5:14-16, 20-27, Psalm 68:32-35
Lord Jesus, replace all the dark parts of my heart with the light of Your grace. Amen.

Feb 2—Luke 2:22-32, Psalm 20:5-7
Dear Jesus, may | live out my baptismal freedom by daily presenting Your love to
others. Amen.

Feb 3—Acts 20:17-24, 35-36, Psalm 119:41-48
Holy Jesus, bless my daily “grace coasting” in Your unending love. Amen.

Feb 4—Matthew 28:1-7, Psalm 11
Precious Jesus, help me to live life with joy. Amen.

Feb 5—Mark 8:27-33, Psalm 113:2-7
Lord Jesus, may | always witness to Your full magnificent makeover messiahship.
Amen.

Feb 6—Mark 1:9-11, Psalm 51:1-12
Lord Jesus, as | live out my baptismal grace, may it always be well-pleasing to You.
Amen.

Feb 7—Luke 6:6-10, Psalm 121
Dear Jesus, kindle a right heart in me to observe the Sabbath as You so intend and
receive Your gift of forgiveness. Amen.

Feb 8—Luke 14:16-24, Psalm 9:1-2
Lord Jesus, may | never be a missing disciple when spiritually hungry folks are
around. Amen.

Feb 9—1 Corinthians 15:3-4,10, Psalm 77:11-15
Holy Lord, | pray for a Jesus-plus-nothing-plan kind of joy today, knowing my
salvation is secured. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Feb 10—Mark 2:13-14, Psalm 141:1-4
Lord Jesus, thank You for past divinely led detours in my life that have enriched
many others and myself. Amen.

Feb 11—Romans 6:15-19, Psalm 109:26-28
Dear Jesus, thank You for ridding my life of the condemnation of sin and for pre-
paring a place for me in heaven. Amen.

@
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Feb 12—Matthew 26:53-54, Psalm 46:1-8
Dear Jesus, allow me to be stuck on You daily. You offer Your generous
salvation-love for all those struggling in their own personal stuckness of sin. Amen.

Feb 13—2 Timothy 3:16-17, Psalm 106:1-12
Good Shepherd Jesus, lead us into good works daily that we may share Your
love. Amen.

Feb 14—Luke 24:29-31, Psalm 92:1-5
Lord Jesus, | pray for You to stay with me, feeding me always with Your mercy.
Amen.

Feb 15—Psalm 74:16-17, Psalm 130:1-7
Lord Jesus, winter, spring, summer, or fall, be my year-round Savior of loving
warmth. Amen.

Feb 16—Jonah 1:17, Psalm 107:8-15
Lord Jesus, empower me daily to “go fish” as Your faithful disciple. Amen.

Feb 17—1 Peter 1:1-9, Psalm 36:5-10
Dear Jesus, give me Your genuine love to withess to others about the divine gift
of salvation that You offer. Amen.

Feb 18—James 1:2-5, Psalm 63:1-8

Mighty Jesus, keep me steadfast in Your words and You also as the Word. Amen.

Feb 19—Matthew 17:1-13, Psalm 18:1-6
Lord Jesus, daily transfigure my life into complete obedience and service to You.
Amen.

Feb 20—Colossians 1:11-14, Psalm 27:3-7
Gracious Father, center all of my life around the words of power and joy, Jesus
Christ, in whose name | pray. Amen.

Feb 21—Matthew 4:16-17, Psalm 69:13-18
Father in heaven, let the divine light of Jesus shine on me, ridding my heart of
sinful dumbness. In the light of Jesus | pray. Amen.

Feb 22—Isaiah 61:1-3, Psalm 56:3-4
Lord Jesus, may the ashes on our foreheads remind us of the great exchange of
death for life. Thank You, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Feb 23—1 Peter 2:9-10, Psalm 104:31-34
Lord Jesus, save us all from sinful ideas that are fool’s gold. Shower our nation
and the world with Your abundant love. Amen.

Feb 24—Luke 6:47-49, Psalm 75:4-9
Dear Jesus, let me rest securely on Your foundational love and the rescue from
sin You alone provide. Amen.
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Feb 25—2 Samuel 22:1-7, Psalm 103:1-8
Jesus, Savior, pilot me Over life’s tempestuous sea. Amen. (LSB 715:1)

]

Feb 26—Nehemiah 9:31-32, Psalm 143:8-12
Lord Jesus, give me covenant steadfastness to love all the hurting Medusas,
knowing full well that | was once one myself. Amen.

Feb 27—Deuteronomy 8:17-18, Psalm 122
Dear Lord, let me be a blessing to others today. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Feb 28—Revelation 21:1-4, Psalm 37:39-40
My soul into Your keeping; From sin and hell, And death as well, By You the
victory reaping. Amen. (LSB 758:4)

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery
Phone: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com
The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
Find us on Facebook to get up-to-date information.

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO
LATER THAN TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT
BE SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH,
PLEASE CALL AND RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR
ARTICLE SO THAT THE KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE
FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO PROVIDE SPACE
FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****

DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH ISSUE OF THE KIRCHENBLATT IS,
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15.
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Mark Your Calendars [l

FVENTS, ...
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY
SWEETS AND TREATS

BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY
POTLUCK

BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY
COUNCIL MEETING

BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY
BIBLE STUDY @BETHANY
LENTEN SERIES @ BETHANY
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT

FEB 22 12 PM
MAR 1 PM
MAR 17 PM
MAR 510 AM
MAR 8 1 PM
MAR 8 7 PM
MAR 1212 PM
MAR 151 PM
MAR 157 PM
MAR 1912 PM
MAR 22 1 PM
MAR 22 7 PM
MAR 29 1 PM
MAR 29 7 PM
APR 51PM
APR 57 PM
APR 30 3 PM
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NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

March 19, 2023

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
WILL BE

March 5, 2023

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets

and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

The next Potluck Dinner is
March 12, 2023
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% WELCA HEWS

A big thank you to Peggy Thatcher and her grant from Thrivent
for the great Christmas luncheon at Perkins. We all had a
great time. The good conversations, food and games were
enjoyed by all of us. We collected many gifts for the Hope

Drop In at St. James. thrivent®

Tk Yo !

A thank you to John Kessler for installing the handrails on both sides
of the entrance at the fellowship door entrance. They are much
appreciated and greatly needed. Great job, John!

w05 Allegheny Chorsle i
opring Concert

St James Lutheran Church
Sunday April 30th

. il
S '.jg

o R 3 PM S I
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Bible Study News

As we continue our journey of faith, we continue with diving deeper into our
faith through our two bible study opportunities as we join with our friends at
Bethany Lutheran.

Wednesday Bible Study (Every Wednesday at 1pm in the Basement
Fellowship Hall at Bethany Lutheran): We are on the final few chapters of
Romans which has provided us will wonderful conversations on what is seen
as one of the more powerful books of the New Testament (outside of the
Gospels, of course) We are taklng a minor Christmas break but returning on
January 11" to finish our series on Romans. Once Romans if completed, we
are planning to start a study on the Gospel of John. Keep an eye out for those
details

Faith on Tap (1** & 3" Tuesday at Marzoni’s in Greenwood, 6pm): Faith
on Tap is a series in which we gather for a time of fellowship, food, and time
of diving deeper into our faith. These series can range from specific series in
the Bible to a book study. Our group will be returning on February 7" with a
BRAND NEW STUDY as we will begin a series on Love. In Ancient Greek,
love is expands into 4 different categories with their own meaning. For the
months of February and March, we will dive deeper into these 4 loves and how
they may help us express the gift of love for those around us. See you at
Marzoni’s!
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FOR BY FAITH

A LENTEN SERIES
WEDNESDAYS, 7PM

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH (200 THIRD AVE, ALTOONA)
OR
BETHANY'S YOUTUBE CHANNEL

Lenten Series:
For By Faith

What is faith? As we read from Hebrews 11, we understand it this way, “Now
faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convictions of things not seen.”

During this Lenten series, we will share in the journey of faith from
various figures in the Bible while also considering our own journey of faith. Our
friends at Bethany Lutheran are inviting us to join in this dinner church style
worship where we will share in a meal, have discussions, and consider our own
journey of faith as we move towards the cross. These events will take place on
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in Bethany s basement. You are welcome to park in
the parking lot (at the corner of 2™ St & 4™ Ave) and then enter through the
basement door to the fellowship hall.

For those who will be unable to join us physically, due to whatever
reason, you are invited join via Bethany’s Youtube channel (search Bethany
Lutheran-Altoona in the search bar) where there will be a reflection from Pastor
Drew, along with some reflection questions at 7pm. As we begin this Lenten
journey may we feel the presence of Christ as we gather near the cross.
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r' + _W Ash Wednesday-February 22nd at

,@\ 12 pm
As we prepare for the Lenten journey to the cross,
v we begin with the mark of ashes. These ashes
remind us, we return to dust as we came from dust.
I think by placing ashes in the sign of the cross, we
are reminded outwardly of the sins which Jesus
takes to the cross. It is at the cross, our sins (which
vary greatly person to person) die in Jesus’s final moments. Not only
does Ash Wednesday start the season of Lent, but it serves as a
reminder to us of our ongoing commitment to the implications of the
Resurrection in our own lives. This implication leads to our death in
which we will be reborn through the Resurrection of Christ. The cross
of ash on individual’s heads serves as that visual reminder.

Join us on February 22nd at *insert worship time for the
beginning of our journey to the cross. Pastor Drew will be hosting
“Ashes to Go” at Greenbean Coffee House at 715 6™ Ave from 7am-
10am. If this time does not work for you or if you are unable to come
to the evening service, please let Pastor Drew know and we can figure
out a separate time. We pray your journey in Lent this year, will be a
journey which you experience the cross in a new way.
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SYNOW YOUITH
MI5STON TRIP

July 1st-July 8th

JOIN US AS WE DO DISASTER RELIEF IN
SARASOTA, FLORIDA

E Duastey Cloae Up

We will he|p remove and possib|y rebuild
designated areas, working with Lutheran
Disaster Response, which were hit by
Hurricane lan in Sept 2022.

fnga/ya 122 ?/&a/p Fa/éfé

Every evening, we hope to explore the local
community with various excursions which
may include some beach fun, sunset worship,
devotions, provided by Luther Springs Camp
Counselors.

Hund, 0wl Meoals

We will hand out meals to the local
community.

o

X o St FOR YOUTH (AGES 15-18)
: Lfvpﬂ ve té& 6) 6;7 REGISTRATION WILL BE AVAILABLE
§ We also hope to exp|ore Sarasota through IN JANUARY

snorke|ing trip, sunset do|phin excursion or a
boat outing. ‘Dependant on availability

N,
(——-) Allegheny Synod
§ :{ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Duties of respective committees

Synod Council (3 Yr. Term by Assembly Vote, Youth-2 Yr Term)
Each person elected to the Synod Council shall be a voting member of a
congregation of this synod, with the exception of ordained ministers on the
roster of this synod who reside outside the territory of this synod. The pro-
cess for election and the term of office when not otherwise provided shall
be specified in the bylaws. A member of the Church Council of the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church in America, unless otherwise elected as a voting
member of the Synod Council, may serve as an advisory member of the
Synod Council with voice but not vote. Meetings are held Bi-Monthly (every

~ other month) or if a special meeting is called by Bishop and/or council mem-
bers.

Consultation Committee (6 Yr. Term by Assembly Vote)

The Consultation Committee of this synod shall consist of at least six per-
sons and not more than 12 persons, of whom half shall be ordained minis-
ters and half shall be laypersons, who shall each be elected by the Synod
Assembly for a term of six years without consecutive reelection . The func-
tions of the Consultation Committee are set forth in Chapter 20 of the Con-
stitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and in Chapter 17 of this Constitution. The size of the
Consultation Committee, in accord with this provision, shall be defined in

this synod’s bylaws. Committee is on call at the request of the Bishop.

Discipline Committee (6 Yr Term by Assembly Vote)

From the ELCA Constitution: There shall be set forth in the bylaws a pro-
cess of discipline governing officers, ministers of Word and Sacrament,
ministers of Word and Service, congregations, and members of congrega-
tions. Except as provided in 20.18. or 20.19., such process shall assure due
process and due protection for the accused, other parties, and this church.
Since synods have responsibility for admittance of persons into the rostered
ministries of this church and have oversight of pastoral and congregational
relationships, the disciplinary process shall be a responsibility of the synod
on behalf of this church._Committee is on call at the request of the Bishop.
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Thirty-Fifth Annual Allegheny Synod Assembly NOMINATIONS FORM
June 17, 2023 Please “X” below all positions of interest. (Mumber) = Mumber Elected for that position
Synod Council - 3 ¥1. Term Discipling — 6 Y1. Term:
___ lLayFemale (1) ____ Lay Female (1)
_ layMale (1) ___ Clergy Male (1)
Clergy — Male or Female (1)
Synod Council-2 Yr. Temm Discipling — 5 Yr. Termm:
Lay Male (1)* Lay Female (1)*
Youth-Age 15-18 (1) — Clergy Female (2)*
Consultation — & Yr Term: Discipline — 4 YTr. Tem:
= LayFemaie(y —Lay Make (1°

Consultation — 5 Yr. Term: Mission Endowment Fund Committee:
Clergy — Male (1) 3 Yr. Term (2) Clergy/Lay — Male or Female

Consultation — 3 ¥r. Term:
Clergy Female (1)*

*Terms have been adjusted due fo no fulfillments
in previous assembily election(s)

Last Name: | First Name- ‘ Middle Int.: |
Sireet Address: City/State/Zip:
Telephone: Emuail:
Congregation
Congregation: City/Town:
Current Previous
Occupation: Occupation:
Year of Birth: Education:

Church Service Position / Years of Service (Please print legibly or fype if not completed online. List no more than 5)-

Significant Community Service (Please print legibly or fype if not completed online. List no more than 3):

In 100 words or less, describe your unique talents that you could confribute to the position(s) of interest above. (Please print fegibly or
type if not completed online.)

Are you willing and able to fulfill the duties of this position? ___ Yes, with the help of God

The Nominations form must be complsted by April 24th, 2023 to be included in the Assembly packet. Any recsived after that
date (up until 4APM Monday, April 24th, 2023) will be uploaded digitally at the Assembly.

Please send completed form with picture fo the Allegheny Synod, ELCA, Attention: Pr. Drew McCaffery, Nominations Chair, 701
Quail Avenue., Altoona, PA 126602 or email to via email to pastordrew0604@gamail.com with Attention: Pr. Drew McCaffery,
Mominations Chair.
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Thirty-Fifth Annual Allegheny Synod Assembly NOMINATIONS FORM
June 17t 2023 Please “X” below all positions of interest. (Number) = Number Elected for that position
Synod Council - 3 Y. Term Discipling — 6 Yr. Temm:
___ LayFemale (1) ___ lLayFemale (1)
__ LayMale (1) ____ Clergy Male (1)
Clergy — Male or Female (1)
Synod Council-2 Yr. Term Discipline — 5 Y1 Tenm:
Lay Male (1)* Lay Female (1)*
Youth-Age 1518 (1) — Clergy Female (2)*
Consultation — 6 Y. Term- Discipline — 4 Yr. Term:
Lay Female (1) —— Lay Male (1)*

Consultation — 5 Yr. Term. Mission Endowment Fund Committee:

Clergy — Male (1) 3Yr. Term (2) Clergy/Lay — Male or Female
Consuitation — 3 Yr. Term:
Clergy Female (1)*
*Terms have been adjusted due fo no fulfillments
in previous assembly elecfion(s)
Last Name: | First Name- ‘ Middle Int. ‘
Sireet Address: City/State/Zip:
Telephone: Email:
Congregation
Congregation: City/Town:
Current Previous
Occupation: Occupation:
Year of Birth: Education:

Church Service Position / Years of Service (Please print legibly or fype if not completed online. List no more than 3):

Significant Community Senvice (Please print legibly or fype if not completed online. List no more than 3):

In 100 words or less, describe your unique talents that you could confribute to the position{s) of interest above. {Fiease print legibly or
type if nof completed online.)

Are you willing and able to fulfill the duties of this position? ___Yes, with the help of God

The Nominations form must be completed by April 24th, 2023 to be included in the Assembly packet. Any received after that
date {up until 4PM Monday, April 24th, 2023) will be uploaded digitally at the Assembly.

Please send completed form with picture to the Allegheny Synod, ELCA, Attention: Pr. Drew McCaffery, Nominations Chair, 701
Quail Avenue., Altoona, PA 126602 or email to via email to pastordrew0604@gmail.com with Attention: Pr. Drew McCaffery,
Nominations Chair.



Church Council Members
Mark Hoover—President
Donna Wilt—Vice President
Evelyn Holsinger—Secretary
Ralph Grove—Treasurer
Betty Boslet

Dana Detwiler

Donna Foster

Sharon Lighner

Sylvia Malsatzki

Shirley Manbeck

Mike Savino

Bill Wilt

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church Staff

Custodian—Tori Gragar

Vice Pastor— Pastor Drew McCaffery

Church Administrative Assistant - Tim Surkovich
Organist & Choir Director - Pat McConnell
Financial Secretary/Bookkeeper - Ralph Grove

Chairpersons are listed in bold at the
top of each committee.

BELOW YOU WILL FIND THE COMMITTEES AS OF THIS DATE. PLEASE NOTIFY
EITHER THE CHAIRMAN OR CHURCH OFFICE IF YOUR NAME DOES NOT APPEAR
WHERE IT SHOULD OR APPEARS WHERE IT SHOULDN’T. ALSO, PLEASE NOTIFY US IF
YOU WOULD LIKE TO SERVE ON ANY OF THESE COMMITTEES.

Mutual Ministry
*Dana Detwiler
*Donna Foster
*Evelyn Holsinger
*Sharon Lightner
*Donna Wilt
*Mike Savino

Christian Education/

Social Ministry

*Evelyn Holsinger
*Sharon Lightner

*Sylvia Malsatzki
*Shirley Manbeck
*Donna Wilt

Worship & Music
*Mark Hoover
*Dana Detwiler
*Donna Foster
*Sharon Lightner
*Sylvia Malsatzki
Pat McConnell

Finance

*Mark Hoover
*Betty Boslet
Ralph Grove
*Bill Wilt
*Donna Wilt

Stewardship/Evangelism
*Donna Wilt

*Dana Detwiler
*Sharon Lightner

By-Laws
*Mark Hoover

*Betty Boslet
*Mike Savino

Property

*Bill Wilt

Bill Dambeck

Bob Holsinger
*Evelyn Holsinger
*Shirley Manbeck

* Denotes Council Member
Thrivent Rep.—
Robin Kessler




