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you please sign our guest book.
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We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
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Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
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prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: | Bind Unto Myself Today Arr. David Miller
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG:  Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God ELW 458
NEXT PAGE



Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God

‘lext: H. Francis Yardley, 1911-1990; Frank J. Whitclcy, b. 1914, alt.
Music: CHRISTE SANCTORUM, Paris Auliphoner, 1681

Tlext @ H. Francis Yardley and Frank J. Whileley.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid Hcense from copyright adnrinistrator.

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and
sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9
A reading from Isaiah.

"Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; |
have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.
“He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street;
“a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
“He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the
earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
*Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the
Eeople upon it and spirit to those who walk in it:

| am the LORD, | have called you in righteousness, | have taken you by the
hand and kept you; | have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the
nations,
"to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
°| am the LORD, that is my name; my glory | give to no other, nor my praise to
idols.
°See, the former things have come to pass, and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth, | tell you of them.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 29

'Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

’Ascribe to the LoRD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in
the beauty of holiness.

*The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the
LORD is upon the mighty waters.

“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a
voice of splendor.

°The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the
cedars of Lebanon;

°the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a
young wild ox.

"The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.

*The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the
wilderness of Kadesh.

“The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests
bare. And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”

'“The LoRb sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned
as king forevermore.

'O LoRbD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings
of peace.



Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43
A reading from Acts.

“Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly
understand that God shows no partiality, ’but in every nation anyone who
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. “°*You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ—he is Lord of all. *’That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: “*how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him. **We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; “but
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, “'not to all the
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. “’"He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as
judge of the living and the dead. "“All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord

"“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by
him. “John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?” "But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so
now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
consented. '°And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. '’And a
voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am
well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O  Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

Baptized in Water

ELW 456
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Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrater.




*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds
to the new things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, lay
leaders, and teachers of the faith. Equip the baptized for your reconciling and
redeeming work. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you
reveal the waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds
(local water sources may be named). Bring relief to parched lands and to
communities without access to safe water. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation
and constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and
international authorities to govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for
those in military service, for peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from
oppression, war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers,
first responders, counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort those who are
grieving or experiencing crisis (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of
your Spirit in your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently
ordained, and any beginning a new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and
congregational councils to serve with imagination and wisdom. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give
thanks for those who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with
them and all the saints in Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power
revealed in Christ crucified.

Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all
nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and
in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy
supper.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after the
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant  us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution—The Communion cups are opened at this time.
Remove the Communion wafer from the cup—P: Body of Christ given for

you.

Remove wrapper from Wine cup—P: Blood of Christ shed for you.

*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

you in his grace.
C: Amen



*Song after Communion:
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*Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray.
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth
abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love
kindness, and journey humbly with you.

C: Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Remember and Rejoice ELW 454
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Allegro Maestoso W. Eugene Thayer



Remember and Rejoice
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2 In life, 1in death, we trust in  God’s most ho - ly  name,
3 We pledge our-selves a - new to  flee the lures of  hell,
4 God, bless us by your grace; re - mind us of your care.
5 Re - mem -ber and r1e - joice, re - newed by floods of grace.
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We bear the sign of Je - sus Christ, that time can-not e - rase.
for - ev-er traced by wa-ter sign, and sealed by Spir-it flame.
to  cling to Christ's com-mu-mni - ty, In jus - tice, peace to dwell.
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In - spirc our work, our prayer.
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3338.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER
THAN TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church

office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL
AND RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL
NEWS. ™™™
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS:

BULLETIN DEADLINE
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE
SWEETS AND TREATS

POTLUCK

COUNCIL MEETING

JAN 10 10:30 AM
JAN 1512 PM
MAR 510 AM
MAR 1212 PM
MAR 1912 PM



NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

March 19, 2023

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
WILL BE

March 5, 2023

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets

and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

The next Potluck Dinner is
March 12, 2023
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 SYNOD YOUuTH
MI55TON TRIP

July 1st-July 8th

JOIN US AS WE DO DISASTER RELIEF IN
SARASOTA, FLORIDA

Diyaster Clear Up

We will he|p remove and possib|y rebuild
designated areas, working with Lutheran
Disaster Response, which were hit by
Hurricane lan in Sept 2022.

ﬂ Eugage in youy Failh

Every evening, we hope to explore the local
community with various excursions which
may include some beach fun, sunset worship,
devotions, provided by Luther Springs Camp
Counselors.

Hand 0wl Mealy

We will hand out meals to the local
community.

@ Evplove The Communify FOR YOUTH (AGES 15-18)

REGISTRATION WILL BE AVAILABLE
We also hope to explore Sarasota through IN JANUARY

snorke|ing trip, sunset dolphin excursion or a
boat outing. *‘Dependant on availability
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Duties of respective committees

Synod Council (3 Yr. Term by Assembly Vote, Youth-2 Yr Term)
Each person elected to the Synod Council shall be a voting member of a
congregation of this synod, with the exception of ordained ministers on the
roster of this synod who reside outside the territory of this synod. The pro-
cess for election and the term of office when not otherwise provided shall
be specified in the bylaws. A member of the Church Council of the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church in America, unless otherwise elected as a voting
member of the Synod Council, may serve as an advisory member of the
Synod Council with voice but not vote. Meetings are held Bi-Monthly (every
~ other month) or if a special meeting is called by Bishop and/or council mem-
bers.

Consultation Committee (6 Yr. Term by Assembly Vote)

The Consultation Committee of this synod shall consist of at least six per-
sons and not more than 12 persons, of whom half shall be ordained minis-
ters and half shall be laypersons, who shall each be elected by the Synod
Assembly for a term of six years without consecutive reelection . The func-
tions of the Consultation Committee are set forth in Chapter 20 of the Con-
stitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and in Chapter 17 of this Constitution. The size of the
Consultation Committee, in accord with this provision, shall be defined in

this synod’s bylaws. Commiittee is on call at the request of the Bishop.

Discipline Committee (6 Yr Term by Assembly Vote)
From the ELCA Constitution: There shall be set forth in the bylaws a pro-

cess of discipline governing officers, ministers of Word and Sacrament,
ministers of Word and Service, congregations, and members of congrega-
tions. Except as provided in 20.18. or 20.19., such process shall assure due
process and due protection for the accused, other parties, and this church.
Since synods have responsibility for admittance of persons into the rostered
ministries of this church and have oversight of pastoral and congregational
relationships, the disciplinary process shall be a responsibility of the synod
on behalf of this church._Committee is on call at the request of the Bishop.




Thirty-Fifth Annual Allegheny Synod Assembly

June 17h, 2023

NOMINATIONS FORM

Please “X” below all positions of interest. (Number) = Number Elected for that position

Synod Council - 3 YT. Term
Lay Female (1)
__ layMale(1)

Synod Council-2 Yr. Temm
_LayMale (1)*
Youth-Age 15-18 (1)

Consultation — 6 Yr. Term:
Lay Female (1)

Consultation — 5 ¥r. Term:
Clergy — Male (1)*

Consuitation — 3 Yr. Term:

Clergy — Male or Female (1)

Discipline — 6 Yr. Tem:
Lay Female (1)
Clergy Male (1)

Discipline — 5 Yr. Termm:
__ LayFemale (1)
Clergy Female (2)*

Discipling — 4 Yr. Term:
Lay Male (1)*

Mission Endowment Fund Committee:
3 Y. Term (2) ClergyfLay — Male or Female

Clergy Female (1)*
*Terms have been adjusted due fo no fulfillments
in previous assembly elecfion(s)
Last Name: | First Name- ‘ Middle Int. ‘
Sireet Address: City/State/Zip:
Telephone: Email:
Congregation
Congregation: City/Town:
Current Previous
Occupation: Occupation:
Year of Birth: Education:

Church Service Position / Years of Service (Please print legibly or fype if not completed online. List no more than 3):

Significant Community Senvice (Please print legibly or fype if not completed online. List no more than 3):

type if nof complefed online.)

In 100 words or less, degcribe your unique talents that you could confribute to the position{s) of interest above. (Fiease print legibly or

Are you willing and able to fulfill the duties of this position? ___Yes, with the help of God

The Nominations form must be completed by April 24th, 2023 to be included in the Assembly packet. Any received after that
date {up until 4PM Monday, April 24th, 2023) will be uploaded digitally at the Assembly.

Please send completed form with picture to the Allegheny Synod, ELCA, Attention: Pr. Drew McCaffery, Nominations Chair, 701
Quail Avenue., Altoona, PA 126602 or email to via email to pastordrew0604@gmail.com with Attention: Pr. Drew McCaffery,

Nominations Chair.




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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