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and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: God, Whose Almighty Word ELW 673
NEXT PAGE



God, Whose Almighty Word
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Text: John Marriott, 1 780—1825, alt.

Music: ITALTAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716—1796

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your
kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and
thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words
and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading:
Micah 6:1-8 A reading from Mi-

cah.

'Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let
the hills hear your voice.

“Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and
he will contend with Israel.

“*“O my people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied you? Answer
me! “For | brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the
house of slavery; and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

0 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam
son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you
may know the saving acts of the LORD.”

““With what shall | come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?

"Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers
of 0il? Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the
sin of my soul?”

*He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 15

'Lorb, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy
hill?

“Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the
truth from their heart;

“they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they
do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear
the LORD. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back
their word.

°They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes
against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be
overthrown.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

'"“The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. '“For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

“*Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
“'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to
save those who believe. “’For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, “’but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, “but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. “For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger
than human strength.



““Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble
birth. “’But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; “°God chose what is
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothin%
things that are, “’so that no one might boast in the presence of God. “"He is
the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from
God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, *!in order that,
as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
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'"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. “Then he began to speak, and taught
them, saying:

““Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

““Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

*“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

°“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled.

"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

““Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

““Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

'"“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

"“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. '°Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Text: Tobias Clausniltzer, 16 19-1684, sis. 1-3; Gesanglbucl, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827—-1878, adapt.
Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625—-1673



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast
only in the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and
justice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains
and hills echo with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the
error of our ways. Inspire us with reverent awe to honor all you have made.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who
seek justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt,
wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper the work of peacemakers (local and
international reconciliation efforts may be named). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as
foolish, weak, low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work
where it is least expected. Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need
(especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts.
Remind us how your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained
us despite our weaknesses. Establish the cross as the center of our life
together. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place (especially).
Trusting you accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we
trust you abide with your people always. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power
revealed in Christ crucified.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Blest Are They ELW 728
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional



T.eader or All

Blest Are They
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Yours is the king-dom of God!

Text: David Haas, h. 1957

Music: BLEST ARE THEY, David Haas
Text and music © 1985 GIA Publications. Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave.., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license trom copyright administrator.



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery
Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Steve Ligthner
Carol Weaver Donna Foster Jean Bickel Donna Wilt
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck Bill Wilt

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Homewood
Sylvia Malsatzki

Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines

The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional but encouraged.



mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

March 19, 2023

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
WILL BE

March 5, 2023

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets

and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

The next Potluck Dinner is
March 12, 2023







Duties of respective committees

Synod Council (3 Yr. Term by Assembly Vote, Youth-2 Yr Term)
Each person elected to the Synod Council shall be a voting member of a
congregation of this synod, with the exception of ordained ministers on the
roster of this synod who reside outside the territory of this synod. The pro-
cess for election and the term of office when not otherwise provided shall
be specified in the bylaws. A member of the Church Council of the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church in America, unless otherwise elected as a voting
member of the Synod Council, may serve as an advisory member of the
Synod Council with voice but not vote. Meetings are held Bi-Monthly (every
~ other month) or if a special meeting is called by Bishop and/or council mem-
bers.

Consultation Committee (6 Yr. Term by Assembly Vote)

The Consultation Committee of this synod shall consist of at least six per-
sons and not more than 12 persons, of whom half shall be ordained minis-
ters and half shall be laypersons, who shall each be elected by the Synod
Assembly for a term of six years without consecutive reelection . The func-
tions of the Consultation Committee are set forth in Chapter 20 of the Con-
stitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and in Chapter 17 of this Constitution. The size of the
Consultation Committee, in accord with this provision, shall be defined in

this synod’s bylaws. Commiittee is on call at the request of the Bishop.

Discipline Committee (6 Yr Term by Assembly Vote)
From the ELCA Constitution: There shall be set forth in the bylaws a pro-

cess of discipline governing officers, ministers of Word and Sacrament,
ministers of Word and Service, congregations, and members of congrega-
tions. Except as provided in 20.18. or 20.19., such process shall assure due
process and due protection for the accused, other parties, and this church.
Since synods have responsibility for admittance of persons into the rostered
ministries of this church and have oversight of pastoral and congregational
relationships, the disciplinary process shall be a responsibility of the synod
on behalf of this church._Committee is on call at the request of the Bishop.




Thirty-Fifth Annual Allegheny Synod Assembly

June 17h, 2023

NOMINATIONS FORM

Please “X” below all positions of interest. (Number) = Number Elected for that position

Synod Council - 3 YT. Term
Lay Female (1)
__ layMale(1)

Synod Council-2 Yr. Temm
_LayMale (1)*
Youth-Age 15-18 (1)

Consultation — 6 Yr. Term:
Lay Female (1)

Consultation — 5 ¥r. Term:
Clergy — Male (1)*

Consuitation — 3 Yr. Term:

Clergy — Male or Female (1)

Discipline — 6 Yr. Tem:
Lay Female (1)
Clergy Male (1)

Discipline — 5 Yr. Termm:
__ LayFemale (1)
Clergy Female (2)*

Discipling — 4 Yr. Term:
Lay Male (1)*

Mission Endowment Fund Committee:
3 Y. Term (2) ClergyfLay — Male or Female

Clergy Female (1)*
*Terms have been adjusted due fo no fulfillments
in previous assembly elecfion(s)
Last Name: | First Name- ‘ Middle Int. ‘
Sireet Address: City/State/Zip:
Telephone: Email:
Congregation
Congregation: City/Town:
Current Previous
Occupation: Occupation:
Year of Birth: Education:

Church Service Position / Years of Service (Please print legibly or fype if not completed online. List no more than 3):

Significant Community Senvice (Please print legibly or fype if not completed online. List no more than 3):

type if nof complefed online.)

In 100 words or less, degcribe your unique talents that you could confribute to the position{s) of interest above. (Fiease print legibly or

Are you willing and able to fulfill the duties of this position? ___Yes, with the help of God

The Nominations form must be completed by April 24th, 2023 to be included in the Assembly packet. Any received after that
date {up until 4PM Monday, April 24th, 2023) will be uploaded digitally at the Assembly.

Please send completed form with picture to the Allegheny Synod, ELCA, Attention: Pr. Drew McCaffery, Nominations Chair, 701
Quail Avenue., Altoona, PA 126602 or email to via email to pastordrew0604@gmail.com with Attention: Pr. Drew McCaffery,

Nominations Chair.
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