
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

January 1, 2023 

1st Sunday 

Of  Christmas 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit: Peggy Thatcher 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:            Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head           arr. Ralph B. Hastings 
                    

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ᵸ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather  
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:     Angels, from the Realms of Glory                     ELW 275 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus 
to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of 
the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

We Listen to the Word  
 

 

First Reading:                     Numbers 6:22-27 
A reading from Numbers. 
 

22
The L  spoke to Moses, saying: 

23
Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, 

Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 
24
The L  bless you and keep you; 

 
25
the L  make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 

 
26
the L  lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

 
27
So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                                          Psalm 8  
 

1
O L  our Lord, how majestic is your name in 

|
 all the earth!ð 

 
2
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of  
infants and children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to 
silence the foe and avenger. 
 
3
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 
stars you have set in their courses, 
 
4
what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human  
beings that you should care for them?   
 
5
Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown 
them. 
 
6
You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have put all 
things under their feet:  

SOLO:  T'was In The Moon Of Wintertime         Bob Hench 



7
all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 

 
8
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along 
the paths of the sea. 
 
9
O L  our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!   

 
 
 
Second Reading:         Galatians 4:4-7  
 

A reading from Galatians. 
 
4
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, 

5
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so 

that we might receive adoption as children. 
6
And because you are       

children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ñAbba! 
Father!ò 

7
So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also 

an heir, through God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   


