
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

January 1, 2023 

1st Sunday 

Of  Christmas 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit: Peggy Thatcher 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:            Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head           arr. Ralph B. Hastings 
                    
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:     Angels, from the Realms of Glory                     ELW 275 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus 
to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of 
the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:                     Numbers 6:22-27 

A reading from Numbers. 
 

22
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

23
Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, 

Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 

24
The Lord bless you and keep you; 

 
25

the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
 

26
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

 
27

So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                                          Psalm 8  
 

1
O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in 

|
 all the earth!— 

 
2
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of  

infants and children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to 
silence the foe and avenger. 
 
3
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 

stars you have set in their courses, 
 
4
what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human  

beings that you should care for them?   
 
5
Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown 

them. 
 
6
You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have put all 

things under their feet:  

SOLO:  T'was In The Moon Of Wintertime         Bob Hench 



7
all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 

 
8
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along 

the paths of the sea. 
 
9
O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!   

 
 
 
Second Reading:         Galatians 4:4-7  
 

A reading from Galatians. 
 
4
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 

born under the law, 
5
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so 

that we might receive adoption as children. 
6
And because you are       

children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” 

7
So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also 

an heir, through God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   



15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 

16
So they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 
this child; 

18
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 
19

But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 

20
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

21
After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and 

he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was        
conceived in the womb. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

*GOSPEL:                        Luke 2:15-21  

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 282 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for 
the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, you have given the church the holy name of Jesus, and in him we 
are your beloved children. Unite us in mission through the power of his Spirit. 
Make us worthy of the name we bear, the name in which we pray. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Renewing God, restore your glory to the earth. Awaken humanity to our       
kinship with all living things that depend on your provision. Teach us to care for 
the earth and safeguard its treasures for those who come after us. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Peacemaking God, reconcile the nations. Lead those in conflict into              
negotiation, especially in areas of religious or ethnic strife (regions and         
situations may be named). End acts of aggression and violence carried out in 
your name. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Delivering God, rescue our siblings in any danger, especially in communities 
where disaster and disease threaten (especially). Move those in authority to 
respond with speed and compassion. We pray for the safety of first               
responders, health care workers, and all who protect us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Healing God, raise up any who are bowed down with illness or sorrow. Deepen 
our care and concern for one another. We lift to you all who are undergoing 
transition in relationships, occupation, living situation, or health condition 
(especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Saving God, redeem us and grant us eternal peace. We give thanks for the 
faithful departed who now rest in your undying love, made known to us in     
Jesus our Emmanuel. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we         
commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:                Go Tell it on the Mountain                    ELW 290 
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*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional:                  Resonet in Laudibus arr. G. Winston Cassler  





Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  

In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Steve Ligthner 

Carol Weaver              Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck Bill Wilt 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 

UN DECORATE CHURCH    JAN 7 10 AM 
SWEETS AND TREATS     MAR 5 10 AM 
POTLUCK       MAR 12 12 PM 
COUNCIL MEETING     MAR 19 12 PM 



 

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

March 19, 2023   

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS 
WILL BE  

 
                       March 5, 2023 

 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets 

and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

The next Potluck Dinner is 
 

March 12, 2023 









St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
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mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
HTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

