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Lutheran Church 

December 18, 2022 
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Advent 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffery 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                 Watchman, Tell Us of The Night  .         arr. Seth Bingham     
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:         Fling Wide the Door                         ELW 259 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 
grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly 
we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

* LIGHTING OF 4TH ADVENT CANDLE 
 

*Candle Lighting Hymn  People Look East    ELW 248 



We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:                   Isaiah 7:10-16 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

10
The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 

11
Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 
12

But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not 
put the Lord to the test. 

13
Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 

too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 
14

Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 

15
He shall eat curds and honey by 

the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16

For before the 
child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose 
two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
PSALM                               Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  
 

1
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that 

are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 
2
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your 

strength and come to help us. 
 
3
Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 
4
O Lord God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people 

pray? 
 
5
You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears 

to drink. 
 
6
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh 

us to scorn. 



7
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be 

saved. 
 
17

Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you 
have made so strong for yourself. 
 
18

And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call 
upon your name. 
 
19

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and 
we shall be saved.  
 
 

 
 
Second Reading:                            Romans 1:1-7  
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
1
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 

gospel of God, 
2
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in 

the holy scriptures, 
3
the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended 

from David according to the flesh 
4
and was declared to be Son of God 

with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

5
through whom we have received grace and 

apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles 
for the sake of his name, 

6
including yourselves who are called to belong 

to Jesus Christ, 
 

7
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

*GOSPEL:                  Matthew 1:18-25   

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 



18
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived           
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 

19
Her      

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 

20
But just when he had 

resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

21
She will bear a son, 

and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 

22
All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet: 
 

23
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”

24
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 

as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 
25

but 
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he 
named him Jesus. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                       ELW 257 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 
yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give 
discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. 
Take away our fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you are guiding 
us. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous      
variety of life. Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation.      
Protect creatures and habitats in peril due to rising seas and warming         
temperatures. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and 
justice for all people. We pray for the work of international organizations that 
promote peace and human rights, especially Amnesty International (others 
may be named). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants,  
refugees, and those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and  
families experiencing hunger, homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any 
who are isolated or lonely. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks 
for gathering us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who     
cannot be present. Watch over those who travel. Heal the sick and speed their 
recovery (especially). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God     
forever. Shine upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise 
and bring us also into your blessed reign of peace. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:          Hail to the Lord’s Anointed        ELW 311 
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional: He Whom Shepherds Once Came Praising    Arr. Healy Willan 





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 
 
 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 20 10:30AM 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE    DEC 24 8 PM 
NO SERVICES CHRISTMAS DAY   DEC 25 
UN DECORATE CHURCH    JAN 7 10 AM 
SWEETS AND TREATS     MAR 5 10 AM 
POTLUCK       MAR 12 12 PM 
COUNCIL MEETING     MAR 19 12 PM 
 
 



Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Steve Ligthner 

Carol Weaver              Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck Bill Wilt 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WELCA CHRISTMAS CHARITY PROJECT 
 

We will be collecting non food items for the HOPE Drop In 
Center (Health, Opportunity, Purpose, Empowerment) 
 

Examples of items needed: tissues, toothpaste, hair 
products, toilet paper, paper towels, soap, etc. 
Items can be hung on the tree in the Narthax  
or placed in the box beside the tree. 
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