
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

December 11, 2022 

3rd Sunday of 

Advent 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffery 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                    Variations on "O, How Joyfully"     Benjamin Carr  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:        On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist's Cry                    ELW 249 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen 
our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your 
way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

* LIGHTING OF 3RD ADVENT CANDLE 
 

*Candle Lighting Hymn  People Look East    ELW 248 



 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:                   Isaiah 35:1-10 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

1
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 

blossom; like the crocus  
2
it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Leb-

anon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the 
glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 
3
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 

4
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 

God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 
save you.” 
5
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf un-

stopped; 
6
then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for 

joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
7
the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. 
8
A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall 

not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall 
go astray. 
9
No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall 

not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.   
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 



 
PSALM                            Psalm 146:5-10  
 

5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is 

in the Lord their God; 
 
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who 

keeps promises forever; 
 
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who 

hunger. The Lord sets the captive free. 
 
8
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who 

are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 
 
9
The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and 

widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 
10

The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all 
 generations. Hallelujah!  
 
 

SOLO: The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came          Bob Hench 
 
 
Second Reading:                             James 5:7-10   
 

A reading from James. 
 
7
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 

waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it     
receives the early and the late rains. 

8
You also must be patient.   

Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
9
Beloved, do 

not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the 
Judge is standing at the doors! 

10
As an example of suffering and patience, 

beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

*GOSPEL:                  Matthew 11:2-11  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 



2
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word 

by his disciples 
3
and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are 

we to wait for another?” 
4
Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what 

you hear and see: 
5
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good 
news brought to them. 

6
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at 

me.” 
 

7
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 

8
What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 

robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
9
What then 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a   
prophet. 

10
This is the one about whom it is written,  

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11

Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                       ELW 250 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 
yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to 
magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the        
Lutheran World Federation and ELCA Global Mission. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered 
and depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse  
polluted air and water so living things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver 
all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples 
in conflict (regions in turmoil may be named). Help us pray for our enemies. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because 
of worry, illness, or loss (especially). Strengthen and protect health care   
workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep 
others safe. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as 
we gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this   
season is not happy. Console the grieving and surround them with loving   
support. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints, 
that your mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who 
have died and lead us to joyfully sing of your everlasting promises. God, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:            Savior of the Nations, Come      ELW 263 
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional:             Wake, Awake For Night Is Flying   Arr. by Paul Manz  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 
 
 
COUNCIL MEETING TODAY   DEC 11 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 13 10:30AM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE  DEC 15 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 20 10:30AM 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE    DEC 24 8 PM 
NO SERVICES CHRISTMAS DAY   DEC 25 
 
 



Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Steve Ligthner 

Carol Weaver              Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck Bill Wilt 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

December 11th  12 PM    
TODAY          

 

COVID Guidelines will be in effect! 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WELCA CHRISTMAS CHARITY PROJECT 
 

We will be collecting non food items for the HOPE Drop In 
Center (Health, Opportunity, Purpose, Empowerment) 
 

Examples of items needed: tissues, toothpaste, hair 
products, toilet paper, paper towels, soap, etc. 
Items can be hung on the tree in the Narthax  
or placed in the box beside the tree. 
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