
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

October 30, 2022 

Reformation Sunday 

Communion 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit: Mark Hoover 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:           A Mighty Fortress     James Denton 

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:           Built on a Rock                      ELW 652 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                          
 





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit  
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in 
times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow 
on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:                      Jeremiah 31:31-34 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
31

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

32
It will not be like the         

covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the Lord. 

33
But this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. 

34
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 

“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin 
no more. 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM                               Psalm 46 
   

1
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

 

2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though 

the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 

3
though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with 

its tumult. 
 

4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 

habitation of the Most High. 
 

5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at 

the break of day. 
 

6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the 

earth melts away. 
 

7
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 

8
Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God has 

brought upon the earth; 
 

9
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the 

bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 

10
“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the 

nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 

11
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.   

 
 
Second Reading:                Romans 3:19-28  
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
21

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, 
and is attested by the law and the prophets, 

22
the righteousness of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 
23

since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
24

they are now 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ   
Jesus, 

25
whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 

effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in 
his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 
26

it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that 
he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  



 
27

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that 
of works? No, but by the law of faith. 

28
For we hold that a person is      

justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

*GOSPEL:                      John 8:31-36   

The Holy Gospel according to John. 



31
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 

word, you are truly my disciples; 
32

and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free.” 

33
They answered him, “We are descendants of 

Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 
saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 

34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits 

sin is a slave to sin. 
35

The slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there forever. 

36
So if the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 576 



*Creed             
  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

God our fortress, we pray for the church. Write your law of love on the hearts 
of your people, that we remain steadfast in our witness to your grace. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our liberator, we pray for your earth. Bring new life to overused land and 
contaminated rivers. Reform and reorient our relationship with the                 
environment, that we faithfully care for all of your creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God, our refuge and strength, we pray for the nations. Where they are in an 
uproar, bring wise leadership and comfort for those in distress. Make wars to 
cease and peace to enter every land. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God, our very present help in trouble, we pray for those in need. Show mercy 
to refugees and all fleeing from danger. Shelter any without homes. Calm all 
who are facing illness, surgery, or a new diagnosis (especially). Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our redeemer, we pray for our congregation. Bless all who are preparing 
for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Open their hearts to your Holy Spirit, 
teach them your word, and give them courage to proclaim their faith. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God our stronghold, we give thanks for those who have gone before us in faith, 
especially Martin Luther and all reformers. Renew and reform us as we strive 
to continue in your word. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O 
God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our 
 time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

C: Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 

We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world you 
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that 
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 
supper. 

Today we receive the Holy Eucharist through elements that have been          
pre-consecrated on this altar by Pastor Folmar. 
 
In the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist we are told that on the night in which 
he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it for 
all to eat saying, “This is my body given for you, do this for the remembrance 
of me”.  Again after supper, we are told, that he took the cup, gave thanks, 
gave it for all to drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins, do this for the             
remembrance of me”. For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



Communion Distribution—The Communion cups are opened at this time. 
Remove the Communion wafer from the cup—P: Body of Christ given for 
you. 
Remove wrapper from Wine cup—P: Blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  
you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
once revealed yourself to your disciples.  



*Song after Communion:        



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this 
 meal with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road 
 that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus  
 Christ, our Lord. 
 
C: Amen. 
 

 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:             A Mighty Fortress Is Our God           ELW 505 
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal          
  
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Recessional:                   Soldiers Of Christ, Arise          Peters/Smith  
  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 

          
REFORMATION SUNDAY TODAY   OCT 30 
OCTOBERFEST TODAY     OCT 30  
BULLETIN DEADLINE     NOV 1 10:30AM 
SWEETS AND TREATS      NOV 6 10AM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     NOV 8 10:30AM 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING   NOV 13 12PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     NOV 15 10:30AM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE  NOV 15 12 PM 
POTLUCK       NOV 20 12PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     NOV 22 10:30AM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     NOV 29 10:30AM 
DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS DEC 3 10 AM 
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT  DEC 4 3 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 6 10:30AM 
COUNCIL MEETING     DEC 11 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 13 10:30AM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE  DEC 15 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 20 10:30AM 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE    DEC 24 7:30 PM 
NO SERVICES CHRISTMAS DAY   DEC 25 



October 30, 2022 
 
Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.  
Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles 
(German Bread Dumpling) with Gravy, Hot German Potato   
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks. 
 

We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.  



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas         Jeff Bickel 

Carol Weaver              Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck Lori Savino  

Bob Civil’s Family Bill Wilt  Mike Savino  Steve Ligthner 

Joe Yanke 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS 
WILL BE  

NOVEMBER 6, 2022 
 
 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets 

and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

December 11th  12 PM    
          
 

COVID Guidelines will be in effect! 



 

The Annual Congregational meeting                   

will be held: 

November 13th 

after the service.  There will be nominations for council 
members and then the election for council.  The budget 

will be discussed and then anything else that the           
congregation may bring to our attention. 



Reformation Sunday 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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