
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

November 20, 2022 

Christ the King Sunday 

Communion 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit: Roger Glad 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:    Praise, My Soul The King Of Heaven            arr. Lani Smith  

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:           Jesus Shall Reign                             ELW 434 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                          
 





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is          
unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for 
your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit 
habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:                           Jeremiah 23:1-6 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
1
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 

the Lord. 
2
Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the 

shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, 
and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will      
attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 

3
Then I myself will gather the 

remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will 
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 

4
I will raise 

up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any 
longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 
 
 

5
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 

6
In his days Judah will be saved and    

Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The 
Lord is our righteousness.” 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM                               Psalm 46 
   

1
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

 

2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though 

the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 

3
though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with 

its tumult. 
 

4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 

habitation of the Most High. 
 

5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at 

the break of day. 
 

6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the 

earth melts away. 
 

7
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 

8
Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God has 

brought upon the earth; 
 

9
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the 

bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 

10
“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the 

nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 

11
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.   

 
 
Second Reading:           Colossians 1:11-20  
 

A reading from Colossians. 
 
11

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his      
glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with      
patience, while joyfully 

12
giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you 

to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 
13

He has rescued us 
from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his  
beloved Son, 

14
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

15
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 

16
for in 

him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and   
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him.  
  



17
He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

18
He 

is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 

19
For in 

him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20

and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

*GOSPEL:                      Luke 23:33-43  

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 



33
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified   

Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they 

are doing.”⟧ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 
35

And the people 
stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved  
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 
36

The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 
37

and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 
38

There 
was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 

39
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 

saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 
40

But the other 
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 

41
And we indeed have been condemned  

justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has 
done nothing wrong.” 

42
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 

come into your kingdom.” 
43

He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 
with me in Paradise.” 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 838 



*Creed             
  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for your church. Embolden denominations and faith-based              
organizations in creative and collaborative ministries and increase our work for 
the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for the earth. Protect waterways from pollution and animal habitats 
from destruction (local water sources or protected lands may be named). 
Guide us in careful stewardship of waters, plant life, and animals. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for the nations of the world. Instill in every leader’s heart a desire for 
justice and peace. Support the work of international collaborations that seek 
the goals of health and joy for all people (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for all who are undermined or oppressed. Amplify the voices of the 
unheard and break open stubborn systems of injustice. Bring about your   
righteousness and fill us all with your redeeming light. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this assembly. Guide our pastor/s, deacon/s, and council       
members in discernment, and nurture new leaders with fresh ideas. Give this 
congregation a spirit of discipleship and service. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for all who have died in the faith (especially). Console us who 
mourn and comfort us with the beautiful promise of life in your kingdom. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through  
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our 
 time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

C: Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 

We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world you 
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that 
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 
supper. 

Today we receive the Holy Eucharist through elements that have been          
pre-consecrated on this altar by Pastor Folmar. 
 
In the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist we are told that on the night in which 
he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it for 
all to eat saying, “This is my body given for you, do this for the remembrance 
of me”.  Again after supper, we are told, that he took the cup, gave thanks, 
gave it for all to drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins, do this for the             
remembrance of me”. For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



Communion Distribution—The Communion cups are opened at this time. 
Remove the Communion wafer from the cup—P: Body of Christ given for 
you. 
Remove wrapper from Wine cup—P: Blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  
you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
once revealed yourself to your disciples.  



*Song after Communion:        



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with 
 the bread of heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven 
 us to be your body in the world and to serve those who are in need; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
C: Amen. 
 

 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:        All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!         ELW 634 
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal          
  
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Recessional:                       Rise Up In Praise          David Paxton
        
  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 

          
POTLUCK       NOV 20 12PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     NOV 22 10:30AM 
POINSETTIA ORDER DEADLINE   NOV 27 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     NOV 29 10:30AM 
DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS DEC 3 10 AM 
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT  DEC 4 3 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 6 10:30AM 
WELCA CHRISTMAS PARTY    DEC 10 12 PM 
COUNCIL MEETING     DEC 11 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 13 10:30AM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE  DEC 15 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 20 10:30AM 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE    DEC 24 7:30 PM 
NO SERVICES CHRISTMAS DAY   DEC 25 

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  



Allegheny Chorale 
Christmas Concert 

 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 

St. James Lutheran Church 

Altoona, PA 

3 PM 



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas         Jeff Bickel 

Carol Weaver              Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck Lori Savino  

Bob Civil’s Family Bill Wilt  Mike Savino  Steve Ligthner 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 20 
 

PLEASE BRING YOUR FAVORITE 
COVERED DISH TO SHARE WITH 

THE CONGREGATION. 

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

December 11th  12 PM    
          
 

COVID Guidelines will be in effect! 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WELCA CHRISTMAS CHARITY PROJECT 
 

We will be collecting non food items for the HOPE Drop In 
Center (Health, Opportunity, Purpose, Empowerment) 
 

Examples of items needed: tissues, toothpaste, hair 
products, toilet paper, paper towels, soap, etc. 
Items can be hung on the tree in the Narthax  
or placed in the box beside the tree. 
 



WELCA’s Christmas Luncheon  
 

All are invited! 
 
 
 

DATE DECEMBER 10, 2022 
TIME: 12PM  

WHERE: Altoona Perkins (Private Party Room)     
      

*Must register no later Dec 3rd by calling the St James 
church office at 944-6835, or Margaret Thatcher at    
814-943-4749 
 

Guest Speaker: Aimee Burns, Executive Director of NAMI 
Topic: Holiday Stress 
 

This opportunity provided by  
THRIVENT grant.  





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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