St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
October 23, 2022
20th Sunday after
Pentecost
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
Pulpit: Mark Hoover
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License
#31114
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225

St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.
Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.
Prelude:
Vision
Josef Rheinberger
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
An extended silence may be kept.
Merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

We Gather
*GATHERING SONG:
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Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling

ELW 582

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P:
Let us pray.
Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with
everlasting forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all
the peoples of the earth may find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word
First Reading:
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
A reading from Jeremiah.
7
Although our iniquities testify against us, act, O Lord, for your name’s sake;
our apostasies indeed are many, and we have sinned against you. 8O hope of
Israel, its savior in time of trouble, why should you be like a stranger in the
land, like a traveler turning aside for the night? 9Why should you be like
someone confused, like a mighty warrior who cannot give help? Yet you,
O Lord, are in the midst of us, and we are called by your name; do not forsake
us! 10Thus says the Lord concerning this people: Truly they have loved to
wander they have not restrained their feet; therefore the Lord does not accept
them, now he will remember their iniquity and punish their sins. 19Have you
completely rejected Judah? Does your heart loathe Zion? Why have you struck
us down so that there is no healing for us? We look for peace, but find no good;
for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. 20We acknowledge our
wickedness, O Lord, the iniquity of our ancestors, for we have sinned against
you. 21Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; do not dishonor your glorious
throne; remember and do not break your covenant with us. 22Can any idols of
the nations bring rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Is it not you, O Lord
our God? We set our hope on you, for it is you who do all this.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
PSALM
1

Psalm 84:1-7

How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts!
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; my heart
and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2

3

Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she
may lay her young, by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king
and my God.
4
Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will always be
praising you.
5
Happy are the people whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on
the pilgrims’ way.
6
Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of
springs, for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
7
They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods will be seen in
Zion.

Second Reading:

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

A reading from 2 Timothy.
6

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of
my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me
on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his
appearing.
16
At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me.
May it not be counted against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave
me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed
and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth.
18
The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his
heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL:
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

Luke 18:9-14

9

[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that
they were righteous and regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went
up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
11
The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you
that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like
this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’
13
But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven,
but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’
14
I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other;
for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble
themselves will be exalted.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Sermon

We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day:

ELW 632

*Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Sharing of the Peace
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
*Offering Prayer:

C:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s
creation.
A brief silence.
God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name.
Inspire your church to serve and love all people with the unceasing grace you
extend to us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a home.
Preserve the beauty and diversity of all creatures with whom we share the
earth. Lead us to protect all living things. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue families
and nations torn apart by violence and warfare (especially). Unite all people
toward common goals of reconciliation and peace for every person. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
God of hope, you stand with the suffering and give strength. Comfort your
people filled with fear or anger, anxiety or shame. Bring healing to all who are
sick in body, mind, or spirit (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of restoration, you call us to trust in you and not ourselves alone. Make
this congregation a community of humility and repentance, ready to encounter
you in love and follow in your ways. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever. We give you thanks for (James
of Jerusalem and) all who have fought the good fight, finished the race, kept
the faith, and now live with you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O
God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
*Sending Song:
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My Faith Looks Up to Thee

ELW 759

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional:

Go Forth in Peace

Tom Birchwood

In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA
Our Prayer List:
Pastor Scott
Carol Weaver
Carolyn Feather
Bob Civil’s Family

Tim Surkovich
Donna Foster
Bill Dambeck
Bill Wilt

Debbie Thomas
Jean Bickel
Judy Dambeck
Mike Savino

Jeff Bickel
Donna Wilt
Lori Savino

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military
Homewood
Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home:
Janet Kauffman

In their own homes:
Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines
The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional but encouraged.

UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS:
BULLETIN DEADLINE
REFORMATION SUNDAY
OCTOBERFEST
BULLETIN DEADLINE
SWEETS AND TREATS
BULLETIN DEADLINE
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
BULLETIN DEADLINE
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE
POTLUCK
BULLETIN DEADLINE
BULLETIN DEADLINE
DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT
BULLETIN DEADLINE
COUNCIL MEETING
BULLETIN DEADLINE
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE
BULLETIN DEADLINE
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
NO SERVICES CHRISTMAS DAY

OCT 25 10:30AM
OCT 30
OCT 30
NOV 1 10:30AM
NOV 6 10AM
NOV 8 10:30AM
NOV 13 12PM
NOV 15 10:30AM
NOV 15 12 PM
NOV 20 12PM
NOV 22 10:30AM
NOV 29 10:30AM
DEC 3 10 AM
DEC 4 3 PM
DEC 6 10:30AM
DEC 11 12 PM
DEC 13 10:30AM
DEC 15 12 PM
DEC 20 10:30AM
DEC 24 7 PM
DEC 25

October 30, 2022
Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.
Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles
(German Bread Dumpling) with Gravy, Hot German Potato
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks.
We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.

The Annual Congregational meeting will be held:

November 13th
after the service. There will be nominations for council
members and then the election for council. The budget
will be discussed and then anything else that the
congregation may bring to our attention.

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
WILL BE
NOVEMBER 6, 2022

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets

and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

NEXT
NEXTCHURCH
CHURCHCOUNCIL
COUNCIL
MEETING
MEETING
December
December11th
11th 12
12PM
PM
COVID Guidelines will be in effect!
COVID Guidelines will be in effect!

Chairpersons of Committees
Please submit your reports for the
Annual Congregational Meeting to
Tim by November 3, 2022!
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 20
PLEASE BRING YOUR FAVORITE
COVERED DISH TO SHARE WITH
THE CONGREGATION.

Sunday October 30, 2022

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602
814-944-6835
stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org

