St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
October 16, 2022
19th Sunday after
Pentecost
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
Pulpit: Mark Hoover
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License
#31114
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225

St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.
Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.
Prelude:
Prelude Et Fugue
G. Bohm
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
An extended silence may be kept.
Merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

We Gather
*GATHERING SONG:
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O Word of God Incarnate

ELW 514

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P:
Let us pray.
O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready
to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us
to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word
First Reading:
Genesis 32:22-31
A reading from Genesis.
22
The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent
them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24Jacob was left
alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25When the man saw that
he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s
hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for
the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless
me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then
the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have
striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked
him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my
name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying,
“For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose
upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

Psalm 121

1

I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?

2

My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

3

The Lord will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over
you fall asleep.

4

Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;

5

the Lord watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand;

6

the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

7

The Lord will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.

8

The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, from
this time forth forevermore.
Solo

Ye Shall Have A Song

Second Reading:

Bob Hench

2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

A reading from 2 Timothy.
14

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have
known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient,
equipped for every good work.
4:1
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living
and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly
urge you: 2proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is
favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the
utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not
put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate
for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 4and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5As for you, always be
sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your
ministry fully.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL:
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

Luke 18:1-8

1

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not
to lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither
feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow
who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my
opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I
have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me
out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust
judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to
him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will
quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will
he find faith on earth?”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Sermon

We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day:

ELW 599

*Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Sharing of the Peace
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
*Offering Prayer:

C:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s
creation.
A brief silence.
For all the baptized, that they become skilled in compassion and grace and
equipped to share the good news with all. Grant your followers persistence in
proclamation and prayer. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For air and sky, clouds and sun, that they provide rain to parched land and
relief to flooded ground. Renew and restore our polluted atmosphere and
empower us to be worthy stewards of creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For judges, juries, and all who work in the judicial system, that they desire
wisdom, seek truth, rule with fairness, and have the courage to do what is
right. Eliminate oppression and injustice in our criminal justice system. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For all who are lonely, especially those who have newly arrived in an
unfamiliar city or country, political prisoners without recourse to justice,
hospital patients without visitors, and any who are ill or grief-stricken. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
For those in our congregation and community engaged in advocacy work (local
ministries may be named), that with the persistence of the widow, they lift their
voices in seeking justice on behalf of others. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
For those who have taught us faith and now rest in your heavenly peace
(especially), that we remember and give thanks for these saints who shared
the gospel through word and deed. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O
God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
*Sending Song:
NEXT PAGE

Day by Day

ELW 790

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional:

Danse Rustique

Yuri Greteshski

In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA
Our Prayer List:
Pastor Scott
Carol Weaver
Carolyn Feather
Bob Civil’s Family

Tim Surkovich
Donna Foster
Bill Dambeck
Bill Wilt

Debbie Thomas
Jean Bickel
Judy Dambeck
Mike Savino

Jeff Bickel
Donna Wilt
Lori Savino

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military
Homewood
Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home:
Janet Kauffman

In their own homes:
Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines
The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional but encouraged.

UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS:
BULLETIN DEADLINE
OCT 18 10:30AM
ALLEGHENY SYNODICAL WOMEN'S CONVENTION
OCT 22 8:30 AM
BULLETIN DEADLINE
OCT 25 10:30AM
REFORMATION SUNDAY
OCT 30
OCTOBERFEST
OCT 30
BULLETIN DEADLINE
NOV 1 10:30AM
SWEETS AND TREATS
NOV 6 10AM
BULLETIN DEADLINE
NOV 8 10:30AM
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
NOV 13 12PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE
NOV 15 10:30AM
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE
NOV 15 12 PM
POTLUCK
NOV 20 12PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE
NOV 22 10:30AM
BULLETIN DEADLINE
NOV 29 10:30AM
DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS
DEC 3 10 AM
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT
DEC 4 3 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE
DEC 6 10:30AM
COUNCIL MEETING
DEC 11 12 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE
DEC 13 10:30AM
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE
DEC 15 12 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE
DEC 20 10:30AM
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
DEC 24 7 PM
NO SERVICES CHRISTMAS DAY
DEC 25

October 30, 2022
Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.
Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles
(German Bread Dumpling) with Gravy, Hot German Potato
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks.
We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.

WELCA NEWS
33rd Annual Convention of the
Allegheny Synodical Women's
Organization
October 22, 2022
8:30 AM
Christ Lutheran Church
206 Walnut Street
Claysburg, PA 16625
Cost $15 a person and includes breakfast

We will be collecting new and used shoes to donate
to those in need!
Together we can make a difference!
Contact Carol Sauter at 814-242-7028
Or Donna Wilt at 814-942-0379
To Sign Up

The Annual Congregational meeting will be held:

November 13th
after the service. There will be nominations for council
members and then the election for council. The budget
will be discussed and then anything else that the
congregation may bring to our attention.

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
WILL BE
NOVEMBER 6, 2022

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets

and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

NEXT
NEXTCHURCH
CHURCHCOUNCIL
COUNCIL
MEETING
MEETING
December
December11th
11th 12
12PM
PM
COVID Guidelines will be in effect!
COVID Guidelines will be in effect!

Chairpersons of Committees
Please submit your reports for the Annual
Congregational Meeting to Tim by November 3, 2022!

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 20
PLEASE BRING YOUR
FAVORITE COVERED DISH TO
SHARE WITH THE
CONGREGATION.

Sunday October 30, 2022

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602
814-944-6835
stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org

