St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
October 1, 2022
17th Sunday after
Pentecost
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
Pulpit: Margaret Thatcher
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License
#31114
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225

St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.
Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.
Prelude:
Novelette I
Richard Purvis
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
An extended silence may be kept.
Merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

We Gather
*GATHERING SONG:
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You Servants of God
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*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P:
Let us pray.
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are
weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with
fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word
First Reading:
A reading from Habakkuk.
1

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4

The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2O Lord, how long shall I cry for
help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save?
3
Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and
violence are before me; strife and contention arise. 4So the law becomes slack
and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the righteous—therefore
judgment comes forth perverted.
2:1
I will stand at my watch post, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep
watch to see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my
complaint. 2Then the Lord answered me and said: Write the vision; make it
plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 3For there is still a vision for the
appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait
for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 4Look at the proud! Their spirit is not
right in them, but the righteous live by their faith.
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 37:1-9

1

Do not be provoked by evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do
wrong.
2
For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass
fade away.
3
Put your trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and find safe
pasture.
4
Take delight in the Lord, who shall give you your heart’s desire.
5
Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord, and see what
God will do.
6
The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light and the
justice of your case like the noonday sun.
7
Be still before the Lord and wait patiently. Do not be provoked by the
one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
8
Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads
only to evil.
9
For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who hope in the Lord shall
possess the land.
Second Reading:

2 Timothy 1:1-14

A reading from 2 Timothy.
1

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,
2
To Timothy, my beloved child:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord.
3

I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my
ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and
day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with
joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in
you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within
you through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of
cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.

8

Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power
of God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to
our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was
given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been
revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11For
this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and
for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one
in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until
that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard of sound
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of
the Holy Spirit living in us.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL:
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

5

Luke 17:5-10

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If
you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.
7
“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from
plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your
place at the table’? 8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for
me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may
eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded?
10
So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say,
‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have
done!’ ”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Sermon

We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day:
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*Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Sharing of the Peace
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
*Offering Prayer:

C:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us
gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good
creation.
A brief silence.
We pray for your holy church in every place and for those who serve following
the example of Christ (rostered and lay leaders may be named). Help them to
live by faith and walk by the light of your gospel. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster (especially): relieve those
affected by floods, wildfires, droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, and
hurricanes. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders
self-discipline in all things, and inspire them with love for your people. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been harmed
and protect those who are vulnerable. For all who are sick (especially). God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and
inspire councils, committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all
may know your love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who have
died (especially). Bring us all to eternal life with you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God,
we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
*Sending Song:
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On What Has Now Been Sown
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*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional:

Lead On O King Eternal

Arr. Flor Peters

In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA
Our Prayer List:
Pastor Scott
Donna Wilt
Carolyn Feather
Bob Civil’s Family

Tim Surkovich
Carol Weaver
Bill Dambeck
Bill & Donna Wilt

Debbie Thomas
Jeff Bickel
Donna Foster
Jean Bickel
Judy Dambeck
Mike and Lori Savino

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military
Homewood
Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home:
Janet Kauffman

In their own homes:
Deborah Manbeck

In memory of Robert G Civils who passed away in
his home (Greystone Bellmeade),
September 28, 2022 surrounded by family.
Viewing will take place 4-6 October 2, 2022
Stevens Funeral Mortuary
1421 8th Ave, Altoona, PA 16602
Funeral 6 PM Stevens Mortuary Memorial Chapel,
Mark Hoover officiating

The next Potluck
Dinner, Octoberfest, is
October 30, 2022
SWEETS AND TREATS
The next
Sweets and Treats is
TODAY
October 2, 2022

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

October 9th 12 PM
Congratulations to Ethan and Ashley Wilt on the
birth of their daughter Rory Jean Wilt,
September 24, 2022.

October 30, 2022
Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.
Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles
(German Bread Dumpling) with Gravy, Hot German Potato
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks.
We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.

WELCA NEWS
33rd Annual Convention of the
Allegheny Synodical Women's
Organization
October 22, 2022
8:30 AM
Christ Lutheran Church
206 Walnut Street
Claysburg, PA 16625
Cost $15 a person and includes breakfast

We will be collecting new and used shoes to donate
to those in need!
Together we can make a difference!
Contact Carol Sauter at 814-242-7028
Or Donna Wilt at 814-942-0379
To Sign Up

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602
814-944-6835
stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org

