
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

November 27, 2022 

1st Sunday of 

Advent 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit: Mark Hoover 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:          From Heaven High To Earth I Come           Johann Pachelbel   
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:        Hark, the Glad Sound!                       ELW 239 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful        
protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and           
enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

* LIGHTING OF 1ST ADVENT CANDLE 
 

*Candle Lighting Hymn  People Look East    ELW 248 



We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:                      Isaiah 2:1-5       
A reading from Isaiah. 
 

1
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the 

highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations 
shall stream to it. 
3
Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 

Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and 
that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they 

shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more. 
5
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM                                      Psalm 122  
 

1
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

 
2
Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 
3
Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 

 
4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, the assembly of Israel, 

to praise the name of the Lord.   
 
5
For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.  

 
6
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 



7
Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. 

 
8
For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your       

prosperity. 
 
9
Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek to do you good.”  

 
 
Second Reading:                      Romans 13:11-14  
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we      
became believers; 

12
the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 

aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 
13

let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in            
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 

14
Instead, 

put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to   
gratify its desires. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   



*GOSPEL:                Matthew 24:36-44  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 
36

“About that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

37
For as 

the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
38

For as 
in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 

39
and they 

knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 

40
Then two will be in the field; one will be 

taken and one will be left. 
41

Two women will be grinding meal together; 
one will be taken and one will be left. 

42
Keep awake therefore, for you do 

not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
43

But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house 
be broken into. 

44
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                       ELW 254 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 
yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global 
church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and  
custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your 
ways of sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve 
the wild places, and protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your  
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving 
the neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We 
pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth (other places of conflict may 
be named). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who 
hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and 
hope to any who are sick or needing your care (especially). God, in your    
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide   
congregations in transition or conflict (especially). Give wisdom to               
congregational councils, call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert 
to unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of 
the faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the        
company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:            Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers     ELW 244 
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional:             Come Thou Long Expected Jesus              Witt/Hicks        





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 

          
POINSETTIA ORDER DEADLINE TODAY NOV 27 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     NOV 29 10:30AM 
DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS DEC 3 10 AM 
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT  DEC 4 3 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 6 10:30AM 
WELCA CHRISTMAS PARTY    DEC 10 12 PM 
COUNCIL MEETING     DEC 11 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 13 10:30AM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE  DEC 15 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 20 10:30AM 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE    DEC 24 7:30 PM 
NO SERVICES CHRISTMAS DAY   DEC 25 



Allegheny Chorale 
Christmas Concert 

 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 

St. James Lutheran Church 

Altoona, PA 

3 PM 



Psalm 67 

 

1
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine    

upon us, Selah 
 
2
that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among 

all nations. 
 
3
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

 
4
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples 

with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Selah 
 
5
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

 
6
The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. 

 
7
May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere 

him.  



 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

December 11th  12 PM    
          
 

COVID Guidelines will be in effect! 

Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas         Jeff Bickel 

Carol Weaver              Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck Lori Savino  

Bob Civil’s Family Bill Wilt  Mike Savino  Steve Ligthner 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Homewood         

 Sylvia Malsatzki        
   

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    



Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WELCA CHRISTMAS CHARITY PROJECT 
 

We will be collecting non food items for the HOPE Drop In 
Center (Health, Opportunity, Purpose, Empowerment) 
 

Examples of items needed: tissues, toothpaste, hair 
products, toilet paper, paper towels, soap, etc. 
Items can be hung on the tree in the Narthax  
or placed in the box beside the tree. 
 



WELCA’s Christmas Luncheon  
 

All are invited! 
 
 
 

DATE DECEMBER 10, 2022 
TIME: 12PM  

WHERE: Altoona Perkins (Private Party Room)     
      

*Must register no later Dec 3rd by calling the St James 
church office at 944-6835, or Margaret Thatcher at    
814-943-4749 
 

Guest Speaker: Aimee Burns, Executive Director of NAMI 
Topic: Holiday Stress 
 

This opportunity provided by  
THRIVENT grant.  





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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