
 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it in 
the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that you  

please sign our guest book.  
 

We celebrate the Lord’s supper and invite all baptized  
Christians to share in this Holy Feast. 

 

Pulpit: Mark Hoover 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 
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St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

September 25, 2022 

Sixteenth Sunday      

after Pentecost 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                  Dextera Domini        Arr. by A. Dodement  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of   
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
 

*GATHERING SONG:         Crown Him with Many Crowns               ELW 855 

NEXT PAGE   

 



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
       the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

C:  And also with you. 







We Listen to the Word 
 
 

First Reading:                          Amos 6:1a, 4-7   
     
 

A reading from Amos. 
 

1a
Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, 

  and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 
 
 

4
Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 

  and lounge on their couches, 
 and eat lambs from the flock, 
  and calves from the stall; 
 

5
who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 

  and like David improvise on instruments of music; 
 

6
who drink wine from bowls, 

  and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
  but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
 

7
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 

  and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:                                 Psalm 146  
 

                
1
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

 
2
I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God 

while I have my being. 
 
3
Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
ALL: O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled 
world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only 
from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



4
When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their 

thoughts perish. 
 
5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in 

the Lord their God; 
 
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who 

keeps promises forever; 
 
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who  

hunger. The Lord sets the captive free. 
 
8
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are 

bowed down; the Lord
 
loves the righteous. 

 
9
The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, 

but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 
10

The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all  
generations. Hallelujah!  
   
 
Second Reading:                   1 Timothy 6:6-19  
 

A reading from 1 Timothy. 
 
6
Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 

7
for 

we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 
8
but 

if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 
9
But those who 

want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and 
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 

10
For the love 

of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some 
have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
pains. 
 
 

11
But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godli-

ness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 
12

Fight the good fight of the faith; 
take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you 
made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  



*GOSPEL:                   Luke 16:19-31   
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

13
In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, 

who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I 
charge you 

14
to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the   

manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
15

which he will bring about at the right 
time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords. 

16
It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable 

light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal 
dominion. Amen. 
 

17
As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 

haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God 
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 

18
They are to do 

good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 
19

thus storing 
up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that 
they may take hold of the life that really is life. 
 
The word of the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God. 



[Jesus said:] 
19

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine   
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 

20
And at his gate lay a poor 

man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 
21

who longed to satisfy his hunger 
with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick 
his sores. 

22
The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 

Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 
23

In Hades, where he was 
being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by 
his side. 

24
He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send   

Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in   
agony in these flames.’ 

25
But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your 

lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; 
but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 

26
Besides all this,        

between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might 
want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there 
to us.’ 

27
He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—

28
for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also 

come into this place of torment.’ 
29

Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and 
the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 

30
He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if 

someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 
31

He said to him, ‘If 
they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced 
even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                                  ELW 843     



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let 
us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love,      
endurance, and gentleness. Empower the baptized by your Spirit to be 
rich in good works and ready to share. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Protect the earth and its creatures. Provide water, food, shelter, and      
favorable habitats, especially for endangered species. Preserve       
threatened ice caps, glaciers, parks, and beaches. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Increase justice in nations, local governments, and courtrooms. Guide 
lawyers and those who hold public office to act with compassion and    
discernment (local authorities may be named). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are 
bowed down. Watch over the stranger. Tend to those who are ill 
(especially). Stir us to act in the best interest of our neighbors. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Enliven our praise. Inspire musicians, artists, poets, and all who create 
beauty in this place (those who plan and lead worship may be named). 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your loving care. Grant that 
the holy angels accompany us and bring us to eternal life with them in the 
light of your presence. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious 
God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lords’ face shines on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:       God Be with You Till We Meet Again            ELW 536 
(next page)    
 
 

*Dismissal                    
                                                                           

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Recessional:      Thy Word, O Lord Like Gentle Dew     Arr. by Flor Peters  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


The next Potluck  
Dinner, Octoberfest, is 

October 30, 2022 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

October 9th  12 PM             

SWEETS AND TREATS 
 

 

The next  
Sweets and Treats is  

October 2, 2022 



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas         Jeff Bickel 

Donna Wilt  Carol Weaver             Donna Foster            Jean Bickel  

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

  

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  



WELCA NEWS 
 
 

33rd Annual Convention of the             
Allegheny Synodical Women's             

Organization 
 

October 22, 2022  
8:30 AM 

Christ Lutheran Church  
206 Walnut Street 

Claysburg, PA 16625   

Cost $15 a person and includes breakfast 
 

We will be collecting new and used shoes to donate 
to those in need! 

 

Together we can make a difference! 
 

Contact Carol Sauter at 814-242-7028  
Or Donna Wilt at 814-942-0379 

To Sign Up   

 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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