
 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it in 
the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that you  

please sign our guest book.  
 

We celebrate the Lord’s supper and invite all baptized  
Christians to share in this Holy Feast. 

 

Pulpit: Mark Hoover 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 
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St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

September 11, 2022 

Fourteenth Sunday    

after  Pentecost 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:          Andante Cantabile    P. Tschaikowsky  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of   
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
 

*GATHERING SONG:      Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                ELW 789 

NEXT PAGE   

 



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
       the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

C:  And also with you. 







We Listen to the Word 
 
 

First Reading:                          Exodus 32:7-14  
     
 

A reading from Exodus. 
 

7
The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought 

up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 
8
they have been quick to 

turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for          
themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and 
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’ ” 

9
The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked 

they are. 
10

Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and 
I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 
 

11
But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your 

wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt 
with great power and with a mighty hand? 

12
Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It 

was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and 
to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; 
change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 

13
Remember 

Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your 
own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of 
heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, 
and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 

14
And the Lord changed his mind about the 

disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
ALL: O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to 
yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving 
care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all 
things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 



PSALM:                            Psalm 51:1-10  
 

                
1
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great 

compassion blot out my offenses. 
 
2
Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me 

from my sin. 
 
3
For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 

 
4
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so 

you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 
 
5
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s 

womb. 
 
6
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know 

wisdom deep within. 
 
7
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 

purer than snow. 
 
8
Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may   

rejoice. 
 
9
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 

 
10

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
 
SOLO:    Pie Jesu    Bob Hench   



*GOSPEL:                      Luke 15:1-10   
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

Second Reading:                    1 Timothy 1:12-17  
 

A reading from 1 Timothy. 
 
12

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because 
he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 

13
even though I was 

formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received 
mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 

14
and the grace of our Lord 

overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
15

The    
saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 

16
But for that very reason 

I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display 
the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to  
believe in him for eternal life. 

17
To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, 

the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God. 



1
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 

2
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow 

welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 

3
So he told them this parable: 

4
“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep 

and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and 
go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 

5
When he has found it, he lays it 

on his shoulders and rejoices. 
6
And when he comes home, he calls together 

his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 
my sheep that was lost.’ 

7
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who 
need no repentance. 
 

8
“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not 

light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 
9
When 

she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 

10
Just so, I tell you, 

there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who          
repents.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                              ELW 502        



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let 
us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your 
church with faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those who 
work to strengthen our ecumenical and interreligious commitments. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. 
As the seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, 
and habitats. Bless us with bountiful harvests that all may share. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your    
mercy. Teach wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our 
world, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out 
those who are lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with    
addiction or illness. Provide for those in any need (especially). God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, 
and hearts. Build up the ministries of this community (local ministries and 
partnerships may be named), that we serve our neighbors and welcome 
the stranger in your name. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us 
thankful hearts for those who have been examples of faith in our lives, 
and receive us with joy when we come to share eternal life with you. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious 
God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lords’ face shines on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:             Let All Things Now Living                        ELW 881 
(next page)    
 
 

*Dismissal                    
                                                                           

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Recessional:             Eternal Father, Strong To Save              Dykes/Smith  
  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


The next Potluck  
Dinner is 

September 18, 2022 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

October 9th  12 PM             

SWEETS AND TREATS 
 

 

The next  
Sweets and Treats is  

October 2, 2022 



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas         Jeff Bickel 

Donna Wilt  Jane Helmers  Carol Weaver            Mark Hoover  

Carolyn Feather  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  



WELCA NEWS 
 
 

33rd Annual Convention of the             
Allegheny Synodical Women's             

Organization 
 

October 22, 2022  
8:30 AM 

Christ Lutheran Church  
206 Walnut Street 

Claysburg, PA 16625   

Cost $15 a person and includes breakfast 
 

We will be collecting new and used shoes to donate 
to those in need! 

 

Together we can make a difference! 
 

Contact Carol Sauter at 814-242-7028  
Or Donna Wilt at 814-942-0379 

To Sign Up   

 



Starts September 15, 2022 at 6:00 AM EDT and ends on Monday          
September 19, 2022 at 9:00 PM EDT 
 

We are holding this online auction to help raise much needed funds for our 
cause!  Last year our organization donated over $18,000 to charity the    
majority of it being local with the exception of St. Jude’s Children’s      
Hospital and Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia. 
 

To register visit www.yourcharityauction.com/kofc4245  

http://www.yourcharityauction.com/kofc4245


St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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