
 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it in 
the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that you  

please sign our guest book.  
 

We celebrate the Lord’s supper and invite all baptized  
Christians to share in this Holy Feast. 

 

Pulpit: Mark Hoover 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
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St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

August 14, 2022 

Tenth Sunday after  

Pentecost 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:           
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of   
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
 

*GATHERING SONG:      ELW  

NEXT PAGE  



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
       the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

C:  And also with you. 







We Listen to the Word 
 
 

First Reading:          Jeremiah 23:23-29     
  
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

23
Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? 

24
Who can hide in 

secret places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven 
and earth? says the Lord. 

25
I have heard what the prophets have said who 

prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 
26

How 
long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, 
and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 

27
They plan to make my   

people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their 
ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 

28
Let the prophet who has a dream tell the 

dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has 
straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. 

29
Is not my word like fire, says 

the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:                                       Psalm 82  
 

                
1
God stands to charge the divine council assembled, giving judgment in the 

midst of the gods: 
 
2
“How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the wicked? 

 
3
Save the weak and the orphan; defend the humble and needy;  

 
4
rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the power of the  

Wicked. 
 
5
They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in  

darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
ALL: O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you 
call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with 
all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and 
prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son,      
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



6
Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, and all of you children of the Most 

High; 
 
7
nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.’ ” 

 
8
Arise, O God, and rule the earth, for you shall take all nations for your 

own.   

Second Reading:       Hebrews 11:29--12:2  
 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 
29

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but 
when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 

30
By faith the 

walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 
31

By faith 
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient,          
because she had received the spies in peace. 
 

32
And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon,  

Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—
33

who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, 
shut the mouths of lions, 

34
quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the 

sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign    
armies to flight. 

35
Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were 

tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 
36

Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 
37

They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the 
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, 
tormented—

38
of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts 

and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 
 

39
Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive 

what was promised, 
40

since God had provided something better so that they 
would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 
 

12:1
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 

us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us 
run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 

2
looking to Jesus the   

pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set  
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat 
at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

The word of the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:           Luke 12:49-56   
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   



[Jesus said:] 
49

“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already 
kindled! 

50
I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am 

under until it is completed! 
51

Do you think that I have come to bring peace to 
the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 

52
From now on five in one   

household will be divided, three against two and two against three; 
53

they will 
be divided:  
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 

54
He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 

immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 
55

And when you see 
the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it        
happens. 

56
You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of 

earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                                            ELW          



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 
prayer. 

A brief silence. 

Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their 
lives to serving your people. Renew our commitment to our siblings in 
faith around the globe, and bless the work of our ecumenical and interfaith 
partners (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by 
natural disasters (especially). Transform the devastation of floods and 
fires into fertile ground for new life and growth. Fill heaven and earth with 
your life-giving Spirit. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected officials. 
Kindle in them a desire to administer your justice. Strengthen their resolve 
to defend those who are vulnerable and to stand publicly against all forms 
of oppression. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed. We pray for people 
harmed by racist discrimination, ableist discrimination, and all people    
discriminated against based on their gender identity or sexual orientation. 
Rescue us from all systems that degrade our fellow human beings.     
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for this community,   
celebrating with those who rejoice and weeping with those who weep 
(concerns may be named). In our joy and in our tears, be near us. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the saints 
(especially Maximilian Kolbe and Kaj Munk) who have gone before us. 
May we run with perseverance the race set before us until we find our rest 
in you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in 
your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lords’ face shines on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:                                    ELW  
(next page)    
 
 

*Dismissal                    
                                                                           

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Recessional:         





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


The next Potluck  
Dinner is 

September 18, 2022 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

October 9th  12 PM             

SWEETS AND TREATS 
 

 

The next  
Sweets and Treats is  

October 2, 2022 



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas         Jeff Bickel 

Donna Wilt  Jane Helmers  Carol Weaver            Mark Hoover  

Carolyn Feather  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  

WELCA NEWS 
 

Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our 
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or   
given up on our work for the church. We are in the     
planning stages for upcoming events and activities.  
Watch the    bulletins, newsletters and website for more 
news. 
 

To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new   
members. If you or someone you know would like to join 
us contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt. 





We hope you’ll join us for Lutheran Day at the  
Altoona Curve. Please click the link below for the 
registration form. 
 
https://www.alleghenysynod.org/single-post/
lutheran-day-at-the-altoona-curve 
 

https://www.alleghenysynod.org/single-post/lutheran-day-at-the-altoona-curve
https://www.alleghenysynod.org/single-post/lutheran-day-at-the-altoona-curve


St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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