
 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it in 
the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that you  

please sign our guest book.  
 

We celebrate the Lord’s supper and invite all baptized  
Christians to share in this Holy Feast. 

 

Pulpit: Mark Hoover 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

May 29, 2022 

Seventh Sunday of      

Easter 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:      Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies  Arr. Garth Edmondson                   
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of   
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
 

*GATHERING SONG:       All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!                     ELW 634 

NEXT PAGE 



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
       the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

C:  And also with you. 







 

We Listen to the Word 

 
 

First Reading:       Acts 16:16-34  
  
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

16
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who 

had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by   
fortune-telling. 

17
While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These 

men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 
18

She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and 
said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” 
And it came out that very hour. 
 

19
But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they 

seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the      
authorities. 

20
When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, 

“These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 
21

and are advocating      
customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 

22
The 

crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their 
clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 

23
After they had given them 

a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep 
them securely. 

24
Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell 

and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 

25
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, 

and the prisoners were listening to them. 
26

Suddenly there was an earthquake, 
so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all 
the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 

27
When the 

jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and 
was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped.  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
ALL: O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. 
Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, that, 
amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy 
is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



28
But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all 

here.” 
29

The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling be-
fore Paul and Silas. 

30
Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what 

must I do to be saved?” 
31

They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved, you and your household.” 

32
They spoke the word of the 

Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 
33

At the same hour of the night 
he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were 
baptized without delay. 

34
He brought them up into the house and set food 

before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a 
believer in God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM:                                 Psalm 97  
 

                
1
The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

2
Clouds and darkness surround the Lord, righteousness and justice 

are the foundations of God’s throne. 
3
Fire goes before the Lord, burning up enemies on every side. 

4
Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles. 

5
The mountains melt like wax before the Lord of all the earth. 

6
The heavens declare your righteousness, O Lord, and all the peoples 

see your glory. 
7
Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 

Bow down before the Lord, all you gods. 
8
Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, because of 

your judgments, O Lord. 
9
For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; you are exalted far 

above all gods. 
10

You who love the Lord, hate evil! God guards the lives of the saints 
and rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 
11

Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart. 
12

Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy 
name.  
 
SOLO:   The Battle Hymn Of The Republic   Bob Hench 



Second Reading:     Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21  
 

A reading from Revelation. 
 
12

“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to           
everyone’s work. 

13
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the   

beginning and the end.” 
 

14
Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to 

the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 
 

16
“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. 

I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 
 

17
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say,  

   “Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
 

20
The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  

  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

21
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 

 
22:1

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 

2
through the middle of the street 

of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of 
fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing 
of the nations. 

3
Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of 

God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 
4
they will 

see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 
5
And there will be no 

more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, 
and they will reign forever and ever. 
 

The word of the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   



*GOSPEL:           John 17:20-26  
The Holy Gospel according to John. 

[Jesus prayed:] 
20

“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those 
who will believe in me through their word, 

21
that they may all be one. As you, 

Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me. 

22
The glory that you have given me I have 

given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 
23

I in them and you in 
me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that 
you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

24
Father, 

I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I 
am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before 
the foundation of the world. 
 

25
“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and 

these know that you have sent me. 
26

I made your name known to them, and I 
will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:             Alleluia! Sing to Jesus             ELW 392 
(next page)              





*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection 
for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, make your people one as you and your Son are one. Extend 
the gifts we have been given by your Spirit to all people, especially those 
experiencing division or questioning your love. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Make worthy the work of scientists who look to the stars and planets, as 
well as scientists who look to atoms and molecules. Bring innovation and 
well-being to humanity through their discoveries. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Keep in our minds those who have died in war, both military and civilians 
(especially). May we honor them by seeking peaceful solutions to the  
conflicts that arise among nations and peoples. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Grant freedom to all who are overwhelmed by chronic illness, depression, 
or constant worry (especially). Open them to receive health and salvation 
in Christ Jesus through the Spirit’s gift of faith. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Stir imagination and understanding throughout the church in the work of 
poets, theologians, and hymnwriters (like Jiřī Tranovský, whom we     
commemorate today). Lead us into new visions and fresh expressions of 
your presence. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Unite us with the saints who have died and been raised in Jesus. Train us 
to wait with eager longing for Christ to come again, even as we sense his 
presence with us now. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life
-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lords’ face shines on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:             Let All Things Now Living                       ELW 881 
(next page)    
 

SOLO TAPS            Bob Hench           
 

*Dismissal                    
                                                                           

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Recessional:                 Triumphal March           G.F. Handel  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 
June 12th  12 PM             

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH WILL START 
AGAIN IN JUNE OF 2022. 

 

The next Sweets and Treats is  
June 5, 2022 

POTLUCK DINNER 
 
The next Potluck Dinner is today 

June 19, 2022 



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas          Jeff Bickel 

Donna Wilt  Peggy Thatcher         Jane Helmers  Carol Weaver 

Carolyn Feather   
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  



WELCA NEWS 
 

Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our lives, including 
WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or   given up on our work for the 
church. We are in the     planning stages for upcoming events and           
activities.  Watch the bulletins, newsletters and website for more news. 
 

To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new   members. If you 
or someone you know would like to join us contact Peggy Thatcher or 
Donna Wilt. 



Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  You can use the 
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer 
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page. 
 
Church Picnic will be held June 26, 2022  at Highland 
Park, Pavilion #1 
 
 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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