St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
June 19, 2022
Second Sunday after
Pentecost
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it in
the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that you
please sign our guest book.
We celebrate the Lord’s supper and invite all baptized
Christians to share in this Holy Feast.

Pulpit: Mark Hoover
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #31114
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225

St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ
through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.
Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.
Prelude:
The King Of Love
Charles Gounod
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
An extended silence may be kept.
Merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG:
NEXT PAGE

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

ELW 886

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P:
Let us pray.
ALL: O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In
your mercy set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from
everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading:

Isaiah 65:1-9

A reading from Isaiah.
1

I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those
who did not seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that did not
call on my name.
2
I held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way
that is not good, following their own devices;
3
a people who provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in gardens and
offering incense on bricks;
4
who sit inside tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat swine’s
flesh, with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
5
who say, “Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all day long.
6
See, it is written before me: I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will
indeed repay into their laps
7
their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, says the Lord;
because they offered incense on the mountains and reviled me on the hills,
I will measure into their laps full payment for their actions.
8
Thus says the Lord: As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, “Do
not destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,” so I will do for my servants’ sake,
and not destroy them all.
9
I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah inheritors of my
mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants shall settle there.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM:

Psalm 22:19-28

19

But you, O Lord, be not far away; O my help, hasten to my aid.

20

Deliver me from the sword, my life from the power of the dog.

21

Save me from the lion’s mouth! From the horns of wild bulls you have
rescued me.
22

I will declare your name to my people; in the midst of the assembly I
will praise you.
23

You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel.
24

For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither is the Lord’s face hidden from them; but when they cry out, the
Lord hears them.
25

From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows
in the sight of those who fear the Lord.
26

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the Lord give
praise! May your hearts live forever!
27

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; all the
families of nations shall bow before God.
28

For dominion belongs to the Lord, who rules over the nations.

Second Reading:

Galatians 3:23-29

A reading from Galatians.
23

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until
faith would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ
came, so that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we
are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith. 27As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in
Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring,
heirs according to the promise.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL:
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

Luke 8:26-39

26

Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes,
which is opposite Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who
had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not
live in a house but in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell down before
him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”—29for Jesus had
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had
seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles,
but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.)
30
Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many
demons had entered him. 31They begged him not to order them to go back
into the abyss.
32
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the
demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission.
33
Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd
rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
34
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in
the city and in the country. 35Then people came out to see what had
happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the
demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind.
And they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told them how the one who
had been possessed by demons had been healed. 37Then all the people of
the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they
were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38The man
from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but
Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to your home, and declare how much
God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how
much Jesus had done for him.
The Gospel of the Lord.

Sermon

We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day:

O Spirit of Life

ELW 405

*Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Sharing of the Peace
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
*Offering Prayer:

C:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the
creation, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Holy God, you hear the cries of those who seek you. Equip your church
with evangelists who reveal the continuous call of your outstretched hands
and your promises of a home in you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of the earth. Restore places where land, air, and
waterways have been harmed. Guide us to develop and implement
sources of energy and food production that do not destroy the earth. God
of grace,
hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who are marginalized or cast out. On this
Juneteenth observance, guide us continually toward the end of
oppression in all its forms, especially white supremacy. Bring true freedom
and human flourishing to all your beloved children. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who suffer. Come to the aid of all who are
homeless, naked, hungry, and sick (especially). Bring peace to any
experiencing mental illness, that they can clearly recognize your loving
presence. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who celebrate and those who grieve on this
Father’s Day. Nurture mutual love and tender care in all relationships.
Comfort those for whom this day brings sadness or longing. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for the faithful departed whose lives proclaimed all you
had done for them (especially). At the last, unite us with them as we make
our home in you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy
Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your
holy keeping.
Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lords’ face shines on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*Sending Song:
(next page)

On Our Way Resjoicing

ELW 537

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional:

O That Will Be Joyful

Abraham Merrell

In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER and IMPORTANT

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM.
For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.
****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call
and reserve a space for your article so that the
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to
provide space for all the congregational
news.****

CHURCH PICNIC
NEXT SUNDAY
June 26, 2022

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.
The next Sweets and Treats is
August 7, 2022

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

September 11th 12 PM

The next Potluck Dinner is
September 18, 2022

Our Prayer List:
Pastor Scott
Donna Wilt

Tim Surkovich
Jane Helmers

Debbie Thomas
Carol Weaver

Jeff Bickel
Carolyn Feather

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military
Graystone Manor//Bellmeade
Homewood
Robert Civils
Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home:
Janet Kauffman

In their own homes:
Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines
The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional but encouraged.

WELCA NEWS
Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our lives, including
WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or given up on our work for the
church. We are in the planning stages for upcoming events and
activities. Watch the bulletins, newsletters and website for more news.
To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new members. If you
or someone you know would like to join us contact Peggy Thatcher or
Donna Wilt.

Church Picnic
Planning for the church picnic has begun. You can use the
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page.
Church Picnic will be held June 26, 2022 at Highland
Park, Pavilion #1

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602
814-944-6835
stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
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