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Easter Sunday 

COMMUNION 
Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it in 
the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that you  

please sign our guest book.  
 

We celebrate the Lord’s supper and invite all baptized  
Christians to share in this Holy Feast. 

 

Pastor: Bishop Paula Schmitt 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
Prelude:   Halleluia Chorus        G. Handel  
                                
 

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

We Gather 
 

 The Lighting of the Paschal Candle and Easter Proclamation:      
                                                               

P: Christ, yesterday and today, the beginning and the ending. To Christ         
belongs all time and all the ages; to Christ belongs glory and dominion now 
and forever.   
 
C: Amen. 
                                     (In silence the candle is lit.) 
 
P:  May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and 

minds. 
P: The light of Christ                       C: Thanks be to God. 
P:  Christ is risen!                           C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*GATHERING SONG:        CHRIST IS RISEN! ALLELUIA! ELW 382 

NEXT PAGE 

 

  

 



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
       the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

C:  And also with you. 



 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                          
 





 

We Listen to the Word 
 
First Reading:       Acts 10:34-43 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 
34

Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality,  

35
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him.  
36

You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all.  

37
That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:  
38

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 
how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him.  

39
We are witnesses to all that he did both in      

Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;  
40

but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear,  
41

not to all 
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead.  

42
He commanded us to preach to 

the people and to   testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead.  

43
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who  

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 
 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Bob Hench Solo:       Season Of Promise  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
ALL: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the 
power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him 
forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 
 

Amen. 



PSALM:         Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 
                
1
Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God's mercy endures        

forever. 
 
2
Let Israel now declare, "God's mercy endures forever." 

 
14

The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
 
15

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
   "The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 
16

The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts  
   valiantly!" 
 
17

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.    
 
 

18
The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 

 
19

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give 
thanks to the LORD. 
 
20

"This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter." 
 
21

I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have   
   become my salvation.   
 
22

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
 
23

By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 
24

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 



Second Reading:       1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 
1
Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I          

proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 
2
through 

which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I         
proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 
  

3
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 
4
and that he was    

buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the         
scriptures, 

5
and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 

6
Then he      

appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have died. 

7
Then he appeared to James, then 

to all the apostles. 
8
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 

9
For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I     

persecuted the church of God. 
10

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and 
his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than 
any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.   
11

Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to        
believe. 
 

The word of the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   



*GOSPEL:           Luke 24:1-12 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

1
On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, 

taking the spices that they had prepared. 
2
They found the stone rolled away 

from the tomb, 
3
but when they went in, they did not find the body. 

4
While they 

were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. 

5
The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the 

men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not 
here, but has risen. 

6
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 

7
that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on 

the third day rise again.” 
8
Then they remembered his words, 

9
and returning 

from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 
10

Now it was 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women 
with them who told this to the apostles. 

11
But these words seemed to them an 

idle tale, and they did not believe them. 
12

But Peter got up and ran to the 
tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he 
went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day: The Day of Resurrection! ELW 361 



 *Creed             
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  
  
 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
On this day of resurrection joy, let us offer our prayers for ourselves, our 
neighbors, and our world. 

A brief silence. 

Renewing God, the good news of your resurrection changed the world. 
Give church leaders and all the baptized the same excitement as the 
women at the tomb, and inspire us to share your abundant life. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Sustaining God, your creation abounds with signs of new life in budding 
trees and newborn creatures. Provide fertile soil, ample sunlight, and 
nourishing rain for the growth of plants, and provide farmers with a     
plentiful harvest. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Sheltering God, strengthen and sustain all who support vulnerable people 
across the world (especially). Empower government agencies and         
international organizations that provide for refugees and migrants forced 
to leave their homelands. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Encouraging God, you do a new thing among us. We pray for those 
gripped by fear and anxiety or who suffer in any way (especially). Send us 
as your healing presence to places of hunger, pain, illness, or             
overwhelming sorrow. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Surprising God, you offer endless ways for us to delight in your grace. 
Give this community of faith a sense of joy and wonder in exploring new 
avenues of faith formation, worship, and discipleship. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Resurrecting God, you make us alive in Christ. Thank you for blessing us 
with faithful witnesses who now rest in you (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, trusting 
in your abundant and ever-present mercy. 
Amen. 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 
P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  

 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer  
 ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and  
 redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave  
 himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
 

C: Amen. 



We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all  
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the         
glorious  resurrection our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave 
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Joy and gladness are our son, redeeming God, 
for in your conquest of we see the destiny of every hope in you.  
Come among us in the power of your Holy Spirit 
that your children may be blessed with power and grace, 
and that this bread and cup may become for us  
the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Hope and glory are our breath, merciful God, 
for you have rolled away the stone of despair, 
the stone of oppression, the stone of lament, the stone of grief, the stone 
of death, the stone of sin, the stone of fear.  
 

Come and stand among us and breathe on us your peace,  
breathe on us your power, breathe on us your eternal life,  
that all who labor, all who stumble, and who hunger and all who fall  
shall meet you in the breaking of the bread  
and be lifted up by your touch. 
  

Shape your church to be your risen body;  
make our scars beautiful like your scars,  
make our lives life-giving like your life,  
and make our communion holy with your saints,  
until you come again in glory and we eat with you in your kingdom,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, ever one God. 
Amen. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



Communion Distribution—The Communion cups are opened at this time. 
Remove the Communion wafer from the cup—P: Body of Christ given for 
you. 
Remove wrapper from Wine cup—P: Blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  
you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
once revealed yourself to your disciples.  



*Prayer after Communion 
 P: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we 
 have tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are 
 no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
 that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
 

C: Amen 
 

We  Are Sent 
*Blessing                                                                                         
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen.   

*Song after Communion:        



*Sending Song:        Jesus Christ is Risen Today   ELW 365 



*Dismissal                                                                                      
P: Go in peace. Share the good news.  
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia.  
 
Postlude:  Christ the Lord is Risen Today  



In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 
June 12th  12 PM             

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH WILL START 
AGAIN IN MAY OF 2022. 

 

The next Sweets and Treats is  
May 1, 2022 

OUR POTLUCK DINNERS WILL 
BEGIN AGAIN IN MAY OF 2022.  

 
The next Potluck Dinner is  

May 22, 2022 

Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  You 
can use the sign up sheet on the stand in the   
narthex or on the foyer bulletin board. Or use the 
sheet on the next page. 
 

Church Picnic will be held June 26, 2022  at   
Highland Park, Pavilion #1 



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas         Bob Hench 

Donna Wilt  Peggy Thatcher         Jane Helmers  Carol Weaver 

Carolyn Feather  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  



 
Easter 2022  
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  
 
We say those words with gusto on Easter Sunday. For weeks in Lent 
we have been refraining from using the word alleluia and have been 
focused on repentance and mending our sinful ways. When we get to 
Easter Sunday, we are more than ready to shout, Alleluia! and       
celebrate with joy the risen life of Jesus.  
 
When we finally get to Easter, I always enjoy the hymn Christ Has 
Arisen, Alleluia (ELW 364). I don’t know if it’s the catchy tune or 
the words that have meant so much to me. It is one of those hymns 
that could have you tapping your foot—yes, even in church! Perhaps 
that is part of the reason I love the hymn. Too often, we find         
ourselves being stoic or reserved in church. We seem to forget the 
true joy of the story we have been invited into.  
 
CONT NEXT PAGE 



The refrain of the hymn says: “Let us sing praise to him with endless 
joy. Death’s fearful sting he has come to destroy. Our sin forgiving, 
alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia!  
 
Friends, Jesus IS living—in you and in me. That is a reason to        
celebrate. I pray you will find endless joy in the great love poured out 
for you on the cross; and that your celebration of that love is         
contagious.  
 
May your celebration of Easter joy last throughout the year. Alleluia!  

+Bishop Paula  





St. James Evangelical  
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