
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

April 3, 2022 

5th Sunday in Lent 

Communion 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pulpit Supply:  Roger Glad 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:              Jesu, Priceless Treasure.           J.S. Bach   
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:      Beneath the Cross of Jesus   ELW 338 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your 
grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new 
thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your 
love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and    
forever. Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:          Isaiah 43:16-21  
 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
16

Thus says the Lord, 
  who makes a way in the sea, 
  a path in the mighty waters, 
 

17
who brings out chariot and horse, 

  army and warrior; 
 they lie down, they cannot rise, 
  they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
 

18
Do not remember the former things, 

  or consider the things of old. 
 

19
I am about to do a new thing; 

  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
 I will make a way in the wilderness 
  and rivers in the desert. 
 

20
The wild animals will honor me, 

  the jackals and the ostriches; 
 for I give water in the wilderness, 
  rivers in the desert, 
 to give drink to my chosen people, 
  

21
the people whom I formed for myself 

 so that they might declare my praise. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM              126  
   

 
1
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those 

     who dream. 
 
 

2
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with 

     shouts of joy. Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has 
    done great things for them.” 
 
 

3
The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed. 

 
 

4
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses of the Negeb. 

 
 

5
Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. 

 
 

6
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again  

     with joy, shouldering their sheaves.   
 
 
 
Second Reading:          Philippians 3:4b-14  
 

A reading from Philippians. 
 

[Paul writes:] 
4b

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I 
have more: 

5
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of  

Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, 
a Pharisee; 

6
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 

under the law, blameless. 
 

7
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because 

of Christ. 
8
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the    

surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ 

9
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 

own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness from God based on faith. 

10
I want to know Christ and 

the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becom-
ing like him in his death, 

11
if somehow I may attain the resurrection from 

the dead.  
 



12
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; 

but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 
own. 

13
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one 

thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, 

14
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 

God in Christ Jesus.  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

*GOSPEL:           John 12:1-8  

The Holy Gospel according to John. 



1
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of   

Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 
2
There they gave a dinner 

for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with 
him. 

3
Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed 

Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. 

4
But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the 

one who was about to betray him), said, 
5
“Why was this perfume not sold 

for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 
6
(He said 

this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he 
kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 

7
Jesus 

said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day 
of my burial. 

8
You always have the poor with you, but you do not always 

have me.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:        Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed          ELW 337 
NEXT PAGE 





*Creed             
  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the 
gospel and bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. 
Give us courage in the face of change. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and     
environmental catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human       
disregard. Amplify the voices of climate scientists and researchers working to 
chart a new course. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from 
working together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and             
collaboration among the nations. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are              
unemployed or underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for 
all who struggle with money. Comfort those who grieve and restore those who 
are sick (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our             
understanding of the human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or  
devalued (especially). Deliver us especially from the scourge of racism.      
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power 
of his resurrection as we give thanks for (names and) all the saints who have 
attained the prize of their heavenly call. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our 
 time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

C: Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 

We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and    
prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we 
may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world you 
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that 
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 
supper. 

Today we receive the Holy Eucharist through elements that have been          
pre-consecrated on this altar by Pastor Folmar. 
 
In the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist we are told that on the night in which 
he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it for 
all to eat saying, “This is my body given for you, do this for the remembrance 
of me”.  Again after supper, we are told, that he took the cup, gave thanks, 
gave it for all to drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins, do this for the             
remembrance of me”. For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



Communion Distribution—The Communion cups are opened at this time. 
Remove the Communion wafer from the cup—P: Body of Christ given for 
you. 
Remove wrapper from Wine cup—P: Blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  
you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
once revealed yourself to your disciples.  



*Song after Communion:       Lord Let Your Servant Go LBW Pg 73 
 
  



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your 
 body, the bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving 
 hope to a world in need. 
 
C: Amen. 
 

 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:           Christ, the Life of All the Living              ELW 339 
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*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional:                 Amazing Grace            Arr. Alice Jordan  
  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


Pastor Drew personally wishes to extend an invitation 
to the members of  St. James to attend Wednesday   
services for the season of Lent.  During the season of 
Lent, we gather on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm.   

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

June 12th  12 PM             
 

COVID Guidelines will be in effect! 

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH WILL START 
AGAIN IN MAY OF 2022. 

 

The next Sweets and Treats is  
May 1, 2022 

OUR POTLUCK DINNERS WILL 
BEGIN AGAIN IN MAY OF 2022.  

 

The next Potluck Dinner is  
May 22, 2022 



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas         Bob Hench 

Donna Wilt  Peggy Thatcher         Jane Helmers  Carol Weaver 

Carolyn Feather  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  



WELCA NEWS 
 

Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our 
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or   
given up on our work for the church. We are in the     
planning stages for upcoming events and activities.  
Watch the    bulletins, newsletters and website for more 
news. 
 

To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new   
members. If you or someone you know would like to join 
us contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt. 



Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  You can use the 
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer 
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page. 
 
Church Picnic will be held June 26, 2022  at Highland 
Park, Pavilion #1 
 
 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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