
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

May 1, 2022 

3rd Sunday of  Easter 

Communion 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit: Roger Glad 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:  By Your Hand You Feed Your People     Marty Hagan/ Edwin Childs  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:      Thine Is the Glory   ELW 376 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                          
 





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints 
we laud your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show 
yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and    
forever. Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:               Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]  
 

 

A reading from Acts. 
 
1
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 

to the high priest 
2
and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so 

that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring 
them bound to Jerusalem. 

3
Now as he was going along and approaching      

Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 
4
He fell to the 

ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?” 

5
He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you 

are persecuting. 
6
But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you 

are to do.” [
7
The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because 

they heard the voice but saw no one. 
8
Saul got up from the ground, and though 

his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and 
brought him into Damascus. 

9
For three days he was without sight, and neither 

ate nor drank. 
 

10
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to 

him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 
11

The Lord said to 
him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas 
look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 

12
and he 

has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him 
so that he might regain his sight.” 

13
But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard 

from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in         
Jerusalem; 

14
and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who  

invoke your name.” 
15

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument 
whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before 
the people of Israel; 

16
I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the 

sake of my name.”  



17
So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and 

said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way 
here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit.” 

18
And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, 

and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 
19

and after 
taking some food, he regained his strength.  
  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 

20
and          

immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He 
is the Son of God.”]  
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM              Psalm 30  
   

 
1
I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up and have not 

    let my enemies triumph over me. 
 

 
2
O Lord my God, I cried out to you, and you restored me to health. 

 

 
3
You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; you restored my life as I 

     was going down to the grave. 
 

 
4
Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful; give thanks in holy  

     remembrance. 
 

 
5
God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. Weeping spends the 

     night, but joy comes in the morning. 
 

 
6
While I felt secure, I said, “I shall never be disturbed. 

 

 
7
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”  

    Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 
 

 
8
I cried to you, O Lord; I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 

 

 
9
“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? Will the dust 

      praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
 

 
10

Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; O Lord, be my helper.” 
 

 
11

You have turned my wailing into dancing; you have put off my  
      sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 
 

 
12

Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; O Lord my 
      God, I will give you thanks forever.   



Second Reading:          Revelation 5:11-14  
 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

[
11

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the 
throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of 
myriads and thousands of thousands, 

12
singing with full voice,  

 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
 and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing,  
 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
 be blessing and honor and glory and might 
 forever and ever!” 
14

And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and 
worshiped. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

*GOSPEL:               John 21:1-19  

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

1
After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself 

again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in 
this way. 

2
Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 

Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others 
of his disciples. 

3
Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said 

to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that 
night they caught nothing. 



 
4
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did 

not know that it was Jesus. 
5
Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no 

fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 
6
He said to them, “Cast the 

net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, 
and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 
7
That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When    

Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he 
was naked, and jumped into the sea. 

8
But the other disciples came in the 

boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only 
about a hundred yards off. 
 

9
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish 

on it, and bread. 
10

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you 
have just caught.” 

11
So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net 

ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there 
were so many, the net was not torn. 

12
Jesus said to them, “Come and 

have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are 
you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 

13
Jesus came and took the 

bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
14

This was now 
the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised 
from the dead. 
 

15
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon 

son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 

16
A 

second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He 
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 
“Tend my sheep.” 

17
He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do 

you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do 
you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 

18
Very truly, I tell 

you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go 
wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you 
where you do not wish to go.” 

19
(He said this to indicate the kind of death 

by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



Sermon 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:        Christ the Lord is Risen Today!          ELW 373 
NEXT PAGE 





*Creed             
  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for 
the church, people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One of new beginnings, fill us with new life. Send us into the world as you 
sent your apostles Philip and James, to invite people to come and see your 
wondrous acts in Christ. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Revive ecosystems along coastlands that have been devastated by natural 
forces and human negligence. Reestablish plant and animal life that purifies air 
and water and that feeds humans and other living creatures. God, in your  
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Accompany laborers who get little rest from their work. Give them hope when 
they struggle to produce what they need. Give all who labor fair treatment and 
just wages. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Restore all people who cry to you for help (especially). Turn their mourning into 
dancing, clothe them with joy, and put a testimony of healing and praise on 
their lips. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Be present to faithful ones who are persecuted for following you (and            
especially the church in . . .). Sustain them by your faithfulness, and give them 
strength in the name of Jesus. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Join our voices with angels, creatures, and all the saints in praising Christ and 
bestowing upon him all blessing and honor and glory. Reveal Christ’s glory to 
us and through us in our worship. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your         
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen.  



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our 
 time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

C: Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 

We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 
glorious resurrection our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave 
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world you 
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that 
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 
supper. 

Today we receive the Holy Eucharist through elements that have been          
pre-consecrated on this altar by Pastor Folmar. 
 
In the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist we are told that on the night in which 
he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it for 
all to eat saying, “This is my body given for you, do this for the remembrance 
of me”.  Again after supper, we are told, that he took the cup, gave thanks, 
gave it for all to drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins, do this for the             
remembrance of me”. For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



Communion Distribution—The Communion cups are opened at this time. 
Remove the Communion wafer from the cup—P: Body of Christ given for 
you. 
Remove wrapper from Wine cup—P: Blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  
you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
once revealed yourself to your disciples.  



*Song after Communion:        



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we 
 have tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are 
 no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
 that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
 
C: Amen. 
 

 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:      That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright              ELW 384 
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*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional:        Rejoice Thyself, O My Soul      Arr. Alexander Schreiner  
  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 
June 12th  12 PM             

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH WILL START 
AGAIN IN MAY OF 2022. 

 

The next Sweets and Treats is  
May 1, 2022 

OUR POTLUCK DINNERS WILL 
BEGIN AGAIN IN MAY OF 2022.  

 
The next Potluck Dinner is  

May 22, 2022 



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas         Bob Hench 

Donna Wilt  Peggy Thatcher         Jane Helmers  Carol Weaver 

Carolyn Feather  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  



WELCA NEWS 
 

Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our 
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or   
given up on our work for the church. We are in the     
planning stages for upcoming events and activities.  
Watch the    bulletins, newsletters and website for more 
news. 
 

To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new   
members. If you or someone you know would like to join 
us contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt. 



Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  You can use the 
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer 
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page. 
 
Church Picnic will be held June 26, 2022  at Highland 
Park, Pavilion #1 
 
 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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