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Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
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Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it in
the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that you
please sign our guest book.
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We celebrate the Lord’s supper and invite all baptized
Christians to share in this Holy Feast.
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Pulpit: Mark Hoover
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ
through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: The Strife is O'er Arr. Carl Simone
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

*GATHERING SONG: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today! ELW 369
NEXT PAGE



Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!
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1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n to - day!” All on earth with an - gels say;
2 Love’s re-deem-ing work 1is done, fought the fight, the bat - tle won.
3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ has burst the gates of hell.
4 Lives a - gain our glo-rious king! Where, O death, is now your sting?
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O heav’ns; and earth, re - ply.

raise your joys and tri - umphs high; sing,

Lo! The sun’s e - clipse is oer. Lo! He sets in blood no more.
Death in  vain for - bids his rise; Christ has o - pened par - a - dise.
Once he died our souls to save; where your vic - to - ry, O grave?
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6 King of glory, soul of bliss,
everlasting Iife is this:
thee to know, thy pow’r to prove,
thus to sing, and thus to love!

5 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n!
Praise to thee by both be giv’'n.
Thee we greet triumphant now;
hail, the resurrection, thou!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: ORIENTIS PARTIBUS, Pierre de Corbeil, d. 1222, arr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Arr. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we

0 u . .
)" A X7 T — _ym——] | ——— I |
2 R | I I 1 | | | y (7] A Py I d > (7] I
R e e s ——
) I ~— — L J I 1

wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

ALL: O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded
hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your
mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Acts 5:27-32
A reading from Acts.

“"When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned them, “*saying, “We gave you strict orders
not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your
teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” “’But Peter
and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human
authority. “*The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by
hanging him on a tree. *'God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and
Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. *’And
we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has
given to those who obey him.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 118:14-29

"“The LoRrbD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation.

'“Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!

"®The right hand of the LoRD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts
valiantly!”
"I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.

"“The Lorp indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death.

'“Open for me the gates of righteousness; | will enter them and give
thanks to the LORD.

“*“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.”

°I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have
become my salvation.

““The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
“’By the LoRD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.

“This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
“*Hosanna! O LoRbD, save us! We pray to you, LORD, prosper our days!

“*Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; we bless you from
the house of the LORD.

“"The LorbD is God and has given us light. Form a procession with
branches up to the corners of the altar.

““You are my God, and | will thank you; you are my God, and | will exalt you.

“’Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures
forever.



Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-8
A reading from Revelation.

“*John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come,
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, °and from Jesus Christ,
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, °and made us
to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.

"Look! He is coming with the clouds;

every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So itis to be. Amen.

““| am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was

and who is to come, the Almighty.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le -lu - 1a

*GOSPEL: John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel according to John.
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C] Glo - ry to you 0] Lord.

"“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” “’After he
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. *'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so | send you.” “When he had said this, he breathed
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. “’If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

“"But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. “°So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands,
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not
believe.”

“°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” “’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt
but believe.” “*Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” *’Jesus said to
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

“*Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing
you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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C| Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day:

We Respond to the Word

O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing

O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing

ELW 384
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5 When Thomas first the tidings heard,
that they had seen the risen Lord,
he doubted the disciples’ word.
Alleluia!l

6 “My pierced side, O Thomas, see,
and look upon my hands, my feet;
not faithless, but believing be.”
Alleluia!

7 No longer Thomas then denied;
he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia!

8 How blest are they who have not seen,
and yet whose faith has constant been,
for they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia!

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

Music: O FILII ET FILIAE, French tune, 15th cent.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection
for the church, people in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your
goodness to go and tell others of your abundant love, that they may
believe that Jesus is our salvation and life. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to
live well with your creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of
resurrection life in the natural world. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and
compassion. By your Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving
those who are most in need. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Uphold your children who cry out to you (especially). Wherever people are
overcome by the fear of death, breathe into them your life and peace.
God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise (especially the
art and music ministries of this congregation). With joyful motion and
sound, send us forth with praise that we cannot keep to ourselves. God, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your
Son as Lord and God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live
according to his ways. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life
-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lords’ face shines on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

*Sending Song: Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Fanfare On "Llanfair" Arr. Edward Broughton



Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.

Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Ceistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s

website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER
THAN TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church

office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL
AND RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL
NEWS. ™™™
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Church NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
Council MEETING

June 12th 12 PM

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH WILL START
AGAIN IN MAY OF 2022.

- TS The next Sweets and Treats is
TR«E’A May 1, 2022

OUR POTLUCK DINNERS WILL
BEGIN AGAIN IN MAY OF 2022.

The next Potluck Dinner is
May 22, 2022




Our Prayer List:

Pastor Scott Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Bob Hench
Donna Wilt Peggy Thatcher Jane Helmers Carol Weaver
Carolyn Feather

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood
Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki

Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes: e
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines

The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional but encouraged.




% WELCA NEWS

~
Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or
given up on our work for the church. We are in the
planning stages for upcoming events and activities.
Watch the bulletins, newsletters and website for more
News.

To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new
members. If you or someone you know would like to join
us contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt.

CRISIS IN UKRAINE

YOUR CHURCH'’S GIFT
WILL BE MATCHED UP TO

*100,000

) LUTHERAN ”GIVE NOW/AT
GO WorLD Bl LWR: ORG/MATCH




CHURCH PICNIC

Planning for the church picnic has begun. You can use the
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page.

Church Picnic will be held June 26, 2022 at Highland
Park, Pavilion #1

church
icnic




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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