
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

March 27, 2022 

4th Sunday in Lent 

 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pulpit Supply:  Mark Hoover 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                       O Sacred Head.        Arr. Garth Edmondson  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:    There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy       ELW 588 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace 
us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your 
grace, and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:          Joshua 5:9-12  
 

 

A reading from Joshua. 
 
9
The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of 

Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
  

10
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the 

evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 
11

On the 
day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land,     
unleavened cakes and parched grain. 

12
The manna ceased on the day they ate 

the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the 
crops of the land of Canaan that year. 
  

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM                          32 
   

 
1
Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put 

     away! 
 
 

2
Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit 

     there is no guile!   
 
     3

While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning 
     all day long.  



 
4
For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was 

 dried up as in the heat of summer. 
 
5
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. I said, 

 “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the 
 guilt of my sin. 
 
6
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of 

  trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
 
7
You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround 

  me with shouts of deliverance. 
 
8
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I 

  will guide you with my eye. 
 
9
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be 

  fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
 
10

Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those 
   who trust in the Lord. 
 
11

Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all who 
   are true of heart.   
 
Second Reading:      2 Corinthians 5:16-21  
 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 
16

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; 
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know 
him no longer in that way. 

17
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new     

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 
new! 

18
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, 

and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19

that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.  



20
So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 

through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

*GOSPEL:                Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 



1
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to 

[Jesus.] 
2
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 

“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
  

3
So he told them this parable: 

11b
“There was a man who had two sons. 

12
The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the 

property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 
13

A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a 
distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 
14

When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout 
that country, and he began to be in need. 

15
So he went and hired himself 

out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed 
the pigs. 

16
He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 

were eating; and no one gave him anything. 
17

But when he came to    
himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread 
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 

18
I will get up and go 

to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you; 

19
I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me 

like one of your hired hands.” ’ 
20

So he set off and went to his father. But 
while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with            
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 

21
Then 

the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

22
But the father said to 

his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; 
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 

23
And get the fatted calf 

and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 
24

for this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
  

25
“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and ap-

proached the house, he heard music and dancing. 
26

He called one of the 
slaves and asked what was going on. 

27
He replied, ‘Your brother has 

come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 
back safe and sound.’ 

28
Then he became angry and refused to go in. His 

father came out and began to plead with him. 
29

But he answered his     
father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never   
given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends.  



Sermon 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:    Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound       ELW 779 
NEXT PAGE 

30
But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 

with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 
31

Then the father said to 
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 

32
But we 

had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and 
has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 





*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Jesus formed the disciples in the ways of extravagant mercy and profound 
welcome. Lead your church to be a community marked by forgiveness,       
hospitality, and celebration. Send us to transform a world plagued by fear and 
condemnation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You make the land to produce a harvest that sustains your entire creation. 
Equip farmers and farm workers who till the soil. Nourish the earth with ample 
rainfall and abundant sunshine. Heal grounds tainted by pollution or misuse. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Countries are divided and leaders often harbor grudges. Reconcile nations that 
experience conflict (especially). Act quickly to bring an end to war. Anoint 
peacemakers trained in the art of diplomacy and foster a spirit of collaboration 
among political rivals. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Your people cry for help in times of distress. Resolve disagreements among 
family members. Save those experiencing financial hardship. Hear our prayers 
for those who are sick or grieving (especially). Console us with the promise 
that everything can become new. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Your love comes to us when a table is set and a feast is prepared. Bless the 
feeding ministries of this congregation (especially). Bring an end to hunger in 
our community and around the world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

The one who was dead is alive again. We give thanks for those who have 
died, confident that steadfast love surrounds them. Shelter them in your love 
until we are gathered at your heavenly banquet. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lords’ face shines on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 
*Sending Song:           Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer      ELW 618 
(next page)              
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                           
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional:        Oh Love, How Deep           Arr. Joseph Bognar 





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


Pastor Drew personally wishes to extend an invitation 
to the members of  St. James to attend Wednesday   
services for the season of Lent.  During the season of 
Lent, we gather on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm.   

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

June 12th  6 PM             

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH WILL START 
AGAIN IN MAY OF 2022. 

 

The next Sweets and Treats is  
May 1, 2022 

OUR POTLUCK DINNERS WILL 
BEGIN AGAIN IN MAY OF 2022.  

 

The next Potluck Dinner is  
May 22, 2022 



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas         Bob Hench 

Donna Wilt  Peggy Thatcher         Jane Helmers  Carol Weaver 

Carolyn Feather Bill Wilt 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  



WELCA NEWS 
 

Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our 
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or   
given up on our work for the church. We are in the     
planning stages for upcoming events and activities.  
Watch the    bulletins, newsletters and website for more 
news. 
 

To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new   
members. If you or someone you know would like to join 
us contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt. 



Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  You can use the 
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer 
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page. 
 
Church Picnic will be held June 26, 2022  at Highland 
Park, Pavilion #1 
 
 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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