
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

March 20, 2022 

3rd Sunday in Lent 

 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pulpit Supply:  Mark Hoover 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:    Out Of The Depths I Cry To Thee.       Arr. Frederich Marpur   
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:     Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty       ELW 777 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world 
through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your 
word and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:          Isaiah 55:1-9  
 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
1
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, 

come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
2
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for 

that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and 
delight yourselves in rich food. 
3
Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with 

you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the 

peoples. 
5
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know 

you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for 
he has glorified you. 
6
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 

7
let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them 

return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. 
8
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the 

Lord. 
9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 

ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
  

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM                63:1-8  
   

 
1
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my 

    flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
 
 

2
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, that I might 

     behold your power and your glory. 
 
 

3
For your steadfast love is better than life itself; my lips shall give you 

    praise. 
 
 

4
So will I bless you as long as I live and lift up my hands in your 

     name. 
 
 

5
My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods, and my mouth praises 

    you with joyful lips, 
 
 

6
when I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the 

    night watches. 
 
 

7
For you have been my helper, and under the shadow of your wings I 

    will rejoice. 
 
 

8
My whole being clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.   

 
 
Second Reading:      1 Corinthians 10:1-13  
 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 
1
I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors 

were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 
2
and all were 

baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 
3
and all ate the same 

spiritual food, 
4
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from 

the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ.             
5
Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were 

struck down in the wilderness.  



6
Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not    

desire evil as they did. 
7
Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as 

it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to 
play.” 

8
We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, 

and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 
9
We must not put Christ to 

the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 
10

And do 
not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 
11

These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were 
written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 
12

So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 
13

No 
testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, 
and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing 
he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



*GOSPEL:                    Luke 13:1-9  

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

1
At that very time there were some present who told him about the      

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.
2
[Jesus] 

asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this 
way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?

3
No, I tell you; but 

unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 
4
Or those eighteen who 

were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they 
were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 

5
No, I tell 

you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 
  

6
Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his       

vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 
7
So he said 

to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit 
on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting 
the soil?’ 

8
He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around 

it and put manure on it. 
9
If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if 

not, you can cut it down.’ ” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:         Great Is Thy Faithfulness   ELW 733 
NEXT PAGE 





*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, deacons, 
bishops, chaplains, and mission developers; for church councils, committee 
chairs, and all lay ministry leaders; for congregations that contemplate difficult 
decisions about the future of their ministry. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the health of this planet and the well-being of its creatures: for lands       
impacted by droughts and at risk of wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards that 
produce fruit for our nourishment and delight; for animal habitats threatened by 
climate change. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For those called into positions of civic responsibility: for judges, attorneys, and 
court administrators tasked with uncovering truth and delivering justice; for   
activists and community leaders who cast a vision of a more compassionate 
and equitable society. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who live in poverty and            
experience hunger; for any who feel tested beyond their strength; for those 
who are hospitalized or near death, and for all in need of healing (especially). 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the advocacy efforts of this congregation: for those whose faith leads them 
to speak difficult truths and engage in difficult conversations with policymakers; 
for those who promote mercy over vengeance or retaliation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we give thanks. With (names 
and) all the saints, we praise you for the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lords’ face shines on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 
*Sending Song:          The Glory Of These Forty Days      ELW 320 
(next page)              
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                           
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional:         Postlude In E Minor       Frederic Chopin  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


Pastor Drew personally wishes to extend an invitation 
to the members of  St. James to attend Wednesday   
services for the season of Lent.  During the season of 
Lent, we gather on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm.   

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

June 12th  6 PM             

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH WILL START 
AGAIN IN MAY OF 2022. 

 

The next Sweets and Treats is  
May 1, 2022 

OUR POTLUCK DINNERS WILL 
BEGIN AGAIN IN MAY OF 2022.  

 

The next Potluck Dinner is  
May 22, 2022 



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas         Bob Hench 

Donna Wilt  Peggy Thatcher         Jane Helmers  Carol Weaver 

Carolyn Feather 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  



From the Administrative Assistant 
 
My sincere apologies for the printing of the incorrect  
bulletin for the March 13th Worship Service. 
 
Blessings 
 
Tim Surkovich 



Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  You can use the 
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer 
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page. 
 
Church Picnic will be held June 26, 2022  at Highland 
Park, Pavilion #1 
 
 



Easter Flowers 
 

Your name (as you wish it to appear in the bulletin) 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
This Donation is made:  
 

IHO: _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 

IMO: _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
Choice of Flowers:   
 

___ Yellow Tulips 5/6 Bulb ($11)     ___ Red Tulips 5/6 Bulb ($11)       
___ 8”Daffodils($14.50)                    ___ Lilies single stem ($11) 
___ Multi-Color 3 Bulb Hyacinths ($12)   
  
Amount of Contribution: $_________ Envelope Number: ________ 
 

Please Check One: 
 

_____ Yes, I do want to take the flower(s) home with me. 
 

_____ No, I do not want to take the flower(s) home with me. I 
would like them to be given to a shut-in or friend of St. James. 
 
 

Please use the My Offering envelope in your pew to place your  
order and payment.  Check the Flower Fund box on the envelope 
and place in the offering plate. 
 

Orders must be received by 12 PM March 24, 2022 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 

 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
HTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

