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we ask that

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
February 20, 2022

7th Sunday
aftter Epiphany
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
anist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL

you please sign our guest book.

Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

PULPIT SUPPLY: MARK HOOVER

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Church Org

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: When Morning Guilds The Sky Barnby/Behnke
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Lord of Glory, You Have Brought Us ELW 707
NEXT PAGE



Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 18181889, alt.
Music: HLYIRYIDOL, Rowland L1, Prichard, 18111887

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there
is hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where
there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to
console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
A reading from Genesis.

“Joseph said to his brothers, “l am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

“Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came
closer. He said, “Il am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And
now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here;
for God sent me before you to preserve life. °For the famine has been in the
land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvest. 'God sent me before you to preserve for you a
remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. °So it was not you
who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of
all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. “Hurry and go up to my father
and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. '“You shall settle in the land of Goshen,
and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children,
as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. "'l will provide for you
there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and
your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’” ">And he
kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked
with him.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 37:1-11, 39-40

'Do not be provoked by evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do
wrong.

“For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass
fade away.

*Put your trust in the LorRD and do good; dwell in the land and find safe
pasture.

“Take delight in the LoRD, who shall give you your heart’s desire.

°Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, and see what
God will do.

°The Lorp will make your vindication as clear as the light and the
justice of your case like the noonday sun.

"Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. Do not be provoked by the one
who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.

°Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads
only to evil.

°For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD shall
possess the land.

"“In a little while the wicked shall be no more; even if you search out
their place, they will not be there.

""But the lowly shall possess the land; they will delight in abundance of
peace.

“‘But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD; you
are their stronghold in time of trouble.

““You, O Lorb, will help them and rescue them; you will rescue them from
the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

“*But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of
body do they come?” *°*Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it
dies. “’And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be,
but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. **But God
gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.

*“So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable,
what is raised is imperishable. “’It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory.
It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. “‘It is sown a physical bodly, it
is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a
spiritual body. “*Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living
being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. “°But it is not the spiritual
that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. “’The first man was
from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. “*As was
the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. ““Just as we have borne the
image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of
heaven.

““What | am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the
imperishable.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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*GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-38
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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C] Glo - ry to you, 0 Lord.
[Jesus said:] “"“But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to

those who hate you, “’bless those who curse you, pray for those who
abuse you. “’If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and
from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt.

“’Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your
goods, do not ask for them again. °'Do to others as you would have them
do to you.

*>If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. “If you do good to those who do good
to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. *If you
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credlt is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. *’But love your
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will
be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. “°Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn and you
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; ““give, and it will
be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, run-
ning over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the
measure you get back.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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*Hymn of the Day:

We Respond to the Word
Where Charity and Love Prevail

Where Charity and Love Prevail

ELW 359
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1 Wherechar-i - ty and love pre-vail, there God is ev -er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho - ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ, God’s ho - ly  Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all  con - ten-tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each  oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on -1ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen-tle - ness.
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Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842

Text © 1960 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All Rights Reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to
pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church
to follow the leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us
to show mercy just as we have first received mercy. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless
farmers and all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather
for planting. Bring forth from buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard
against famine and disease. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace.
Protect all whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political
prisoners and amplify the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and
pursue nonviolence. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend
broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen
and deliver all whose spirits are troubled (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to
resolve conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and
sizes, and show love to those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom
(especially). As you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain
us in faith by the promise of resurrection. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all
of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lords’ face shines on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

*Sending Song: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Praise To The Lord The Almighty arr. Paul Manz



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre - a tion!

2  Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing

3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;

4  Praisc to thc Lord! Oh, Ict all that is in mc a - dorc him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va - tion!

and, as on wings of an ca - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.

sure-ly his good -ness and mer - ¢y shall dai - ly at - tend you.

All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore him!
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Let all who hear now o his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not scen all that is nced - ful has been
Pon - der a - ncw what the Al - might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain.
——s s . =
- R | = e Z |
y i — I I f I o 17X |
v 1 ! 1 } r I 1
(8] .
)" A | ] I I il |
5>— i I ' = o= H
= o & = |
A 3 . r r =
V/
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Text: Joachim Neander, 1650—1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827—-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Eranewerten Gesangbuch, Part IL, Stralsund, 1665



CHURCH

UNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s

website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER
THAN TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church

office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL
AND RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL
NEWS, ****



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE ST JAMES MAR 2ND 12 PM

Pastor Drew personally wishes to extend an invitation to the
members of St. James to attend Wednesday services for the season
of Lent. Bethany will be hosting an Ash Wednesday service

(Mar 2nd) at 7pm. Our Ash Wednesday service will also be shared
via our church’s Facebook page for those who may be unable to
travel for various reasons. During the season of Lent, we gather on
Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm.

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
Clpch gy ™ W
— March 13th 12 PM

COVID Guidelines will be in effect!

**During the winter months Church Council Meetings
will be held the second Sunday after Worship Service.



Our Prayer List:

Pastor Scott Tim Surkovich Dana Detwiler Debbie Thomas
Carolyn Feather Bob Hench Donna Wilt Peggy Thatcher
Jane Helmers Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood
Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines

The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional but encouraged.




WELLCA NEWS

Let’s“face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or
given up on our work for the church. We are in the
planning stages for upcoming events and activities.
Watch the bulletins, newsletters and website for more
News.

To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new
members. If you or someone you know would like to join
us contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt.

PRAY FOR SOMEONE

Pray for those people who are
hurting and going through some
unimaginable circumstances.

Pray for those who want their
lives to be better and to be free
from those things that may be
holding them back. Even
though you may not know them,
God knows their situation.




PRAYER FOR PEACE

MINDFUL OF M

LORD I BLESS YOUR NAME FOR BEING

E.

ANK YOU FOR THINKING OF PEAGE FOR

ME, AND HOPE FOR ME.

YOU ARE A FAITHFL
‘ PEACE IS MY PORTION! MY F

L GOD.
JTURE IS FILLED

WITH HOPE, THROUGH Ct

RIST JESUS.
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God’s work. Our hands.
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