
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

February 13, 2022 

6th Sunday       

after Epiphany 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply:  Margaret Thatcher 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:     Minuetto In G Minor     Arthur Foote  
  

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
An extended silence may be kept. 
 

God of our hearts,  
Here we are, we have come with thirsty hearts, praying that your word 
will satisfy us. We come with aching hearts, praying for good news to 
comfort us. We come this Sunday with over flowing hearts, praying for a 
chance to share your love. You know or hearts, and hear our prayers be 
with nus now and in this time of worship. 
Amen. 
 

Most Merciful God, 
I want to thank You for the precious gift of love that you have given to 
the world and to me. Thank You for blessing me with this love and the 
strength that I get from You for every single day. Without Your love for 
me I can’t be...I can’t function...I can’t breathe because I need Your love 
to sustain me. It’s like food and medicine for my soul. 
 

Father, some people are harder to love than others...but I want to be like 
Your Son Jesus...so please continue to work with me and continue      
doing in my life what You do so that my heart will be more like You. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.  In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:       Blessing and Honor        ELW 854 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the      
poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of 
our lives make known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen 
 

 

We Listen to the Word 

 
 

First Reading:        Jeremiah 17:5-10  
 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

5
Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make 

mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 
6
They shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. 

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt 
land. 
7
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 

8
They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. 

It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of 
drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
9
The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse—who can understand it? 

10
I the Lord test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their 

ways, according to the fruit of their doings. 
  

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM            1 
 

1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered 

in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 

2
Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. 
 

3
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, 

with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
 

4
It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows 

away. 



 

5
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the 

sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 

6
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the  

wicked shall be destroyed.   
 
 
 

Second Reading:      1 Corinthians 15:12-20  
 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 

12
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you 

say there is no resurrection of the dead? 
13

If there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then Christ has not been raised; 

14
and if Christ has not been raised, 

then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 
15

We 
are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that 
he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised. 

16
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 

17
If 

Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 
18

Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 
19

If for this life only 
we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
  

20
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 

who have died. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:          1 John 4:7-9  
  The Holy Gospel according to John. 

Sermon 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                Blest Are They   ELW 728 
Next Page 
        

7
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 

who loves is born of God and knows God. 
8
Whoever does not love does 

not know God, for God is love. 
9
God's love was revealed among us in this 

way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 
him.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 





*Creed 
            
 

ALL:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, my Creator and my Lord. 
 
MEN:  I believe God loves me and shows me who true love is 
like. 
 
ALL:  I believe in Jesus, my Savior and my Lord. 
 
WOMEN:  I believe that He came from heaven to seek the lost, to 
forgive, to heal the sick and free the oppressed. 
 
ALL:  I believe in the Holy Spirit. 
 
MEN:  I believe that the Spirit of God sustains, strengthen,  
teaches and leads me.  
 
WOMEN:  I believe in the power of love and that all love is from 
God and seen in God. 
 
ALL:  We proclaim what love is like, love is patient, love is kind, 
love is not serious, boastful, arrogant or rude. 
 
MEN:  Love does not insist on its own ways, it is not irritable or 
rude. 
 
WOMEN:  Love does not rejoice in wrong, but rejoices in the 
truth. It bears all things and believes all things, hope all things, 
and endures all things. Love never ends. 
 
P:  We thank You Oh God for Your love and how it dwells within 
us. 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
 
P: God of love we confess we are sometimes impatient and often  
    unkind, we are quick to envy and find ways to boast. There are   
    times we are rude, and lift ourselves up, as we put others down. 
 
C: Loving God teach us to love. 
 
P: God of love we confess that we are quickly angered, we are quick  
     to record how often we have been wronged. There are times we  
     celebrate the misfortune of others. 
 
C: Loving God teach us to love. 
 
P: God of love, we confess that we put ourselves first, we’re  
     reluctant to give, we are slow to sacrifice. There are times we are 
     slow to sacrifice. There are times we hesitate to protect. 
 
C: Loving God teach us to love. 
 
P: When we are tempted to judge, to assume the worst...may love 
     remind us to trust You Lord. 
 
ALL: When we are tempted to despair, to assume all is lost, may love 
         remind us to hope.   
 
AMEN 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lords’ face shines on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:         Thine Is the Glory                        ELW 376 
(next page)              
 

*Dismissal           
                                                                           

P: Go in peace and may God of all grace restore, establish and     
strengthen you in faith. 
 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Recessional:   Kirken den er et Gammelt hus      arr. Mark Sedio   





 
In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 

 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

February 13th  12 PM             
 

COVID Guidelines will be in effect! 

**During the winter months Church Council Meetings 
will be held the second Sunday after Worship Service.  

Ladies please pick up 
your special gift after 
worship. 



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Dana Detwiler  Debbie Thomas 

Carolyn Feather Bob Hench  Donna Wilt  Peggy Thatcher 

Jane Helmers  Carol Weaver 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional but encouraged.  



WELCA NEWS 
 

Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our 
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or   
given up on our work for the church. We are in the     
planning stages for upcoming events and activities.  
Watch the    bulletins, newsletters and website for more 
news. 
 

To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new   
members. If you or someone you know would like to join 
us contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt. 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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