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January 9, 2022 

Baptism of  our Lord     

Communion 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pulpit Supply:  Mark Hoover 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:   Prelude On "God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us".                
  Arr. Garth Edmondson     
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:      Baptized in Water    ELW  456 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                          
 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy 
Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of 
water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be 
called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:        Isaiah 43:1-7  
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
1
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed 

you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, 
you are mine. 
2
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 

they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be 
burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 
3
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt 

as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
4
Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give  

people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 
5
Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from 

the west I will gather you; 
6
I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring 

my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
7
everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I 

formed and made.” 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



PSALM           29  
 

1
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

2
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; worship the Lord in 

the beauty of holiness. 
3
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the 

Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a 

voice of splendor. 
5
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the       

cedars of Lebanon; 
6
the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a 

young wild ox. 
7
The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

8
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the 

wilderness of Kadesh. 
9
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests 

bare. And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
10

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned 
as king forevermore. 
11

O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings 
of peace.  
 
 
Second Reading:      Acts 8:14-17  
 

A reading from Acts. 
 
14

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted 
the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 

15
The two went down 

and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 
16

(for as yet 
the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus). 

17
Then Peter and John laid their hands on 

them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:        Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 



15
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 
16

John 
answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

17
His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
  

21
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 

been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 
22

and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:      Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart ELW 800   
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*Creed             
  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to 
pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share 
the good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and 
service, that all people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, 
seas, and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to 
clean water for all, and protect the land from drought and flood. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will 
protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk        
reputation or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that 
we will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion 
or weakness. Comfort all who are in need (especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are 
newly baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful 
in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you 
have called by name into your eternal embrace (especially). Comfort us in grief 
and release us from fear. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all 
of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our 
 time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

C: Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 

We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all    
nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and 
in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world you 
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that 
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 
supper. 

Today we receive the Holy Eucharist through elements that have been          
pre-consecrated on this altar by Pastor Folmar. 
 
In the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist we are told that on the night in which 
he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it for 
all to eat saying, “This is my body given for you, do this for the remembrance 
of me”.  Again after supper, we are told, that he took the cup, gave thanks, 
gave it for all to drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins, do this for the             
remembrance of me”. For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



Communion Distribution—The Communion cups are opened at this time. 
Remove the Communion wafer from the cup—P: Body of Christ given for 
you. 
Remove wrapper from Wine cup—P: Blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  
you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
once  revealed yourself to your disciples.  



*Song after Communion:       Thank the Lord  LBW Pg 72 



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the 
 abundance of your house. Send us to bring good news and to    
 proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of your 
 grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
 
C: Amen. 
 

 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:       Crashing Waters at Creation   ELW  455 
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*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional:  Nearer, Still Nearer   Payne/Morris  
  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
 
 
 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE   JAN 15TH 12 PM 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

February 13th  12 PM             
 

COVID Guidelines will be in effect! 

**During the winter months Church Council Meetings 
will be held the second Sunday after Worship Service.  



Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional.  

Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Dana Detwiler  Debbie Thomas 

Carolyn Feather Bob Hench  Donna Wilt  Peggy Thatcher 

Jane Helmers 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts. 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  



 

WELCA NEWS 
 

Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our 
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or given up 
on our work for the church. We are in the planning stages for 
upcoming events and activities.  Watch the bulletins,      
newsletters and website for more news. 
 

To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new   
members. If you or someone you know would like to join us 
contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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