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we ask that

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
January 23, 2022

3rd Sunday
aftter Epiphany
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
anist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL

you please sign our guest book.

Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

PULPIT SUPPLY: MARK HOOVER

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Church Org

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Theme and Variations Joseph Rheinberger
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word ELW 663
NEXT PAGE



Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word
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1 Spread, oh, spread, al - might -y Word, spread the reign of God the Lord.
2 Tell of our Re-deem-er's grace, who, to save our hu-man race
3 Tell  of God the Spir -it giv'’m now

to guide us on to heav’n,
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Send forth our Cre - a - tor’s call, heav-en's gifts ex - tend to all.
and to pay r1e - bel-lion’s price, gave him-self as sac - ri - fice.
strong and ho - ly, just and true, work-ing both to will and do.
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Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774-1841; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.

Music: GOTT SEI DANK, I. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
0 | .
2 I T T n i)
|@t b 1 1 I n il
1 I 1]
1 =I .I 1 1}
- E N <
Lord, have mer - cy.
0 |
| -4 174

N !7  — T N T |
| ﬁi | 1 I 1 T ] 1l
Latl 1 1 1l
)
let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Q #u f — — PR—— f — n >
e 2
> — [ ) & [ & g )
Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be
written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them,
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your
promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal
life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
A reading from Nehemiah.

'All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water
Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which
the LORD had given to Israel. “Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law
before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with
understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. “He read from it
facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the
presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the
ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. ’And Ezra opened
the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people;
and when he opened it, all the people stood up. “Then Ezra blessed the LORD,
the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces
to the ground. ®So they read from the book, from the law of God, with
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.

°And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the
LoRD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they
heard the words of the law. '°Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat
and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is
prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of
the LORD is your strength.”

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 19

'The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s
handiwork.

’One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to
another.

*Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard,

“their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends
of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun.

°It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a
champion to run its course.

°It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to
the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

"The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of
the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.

“The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the
commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.

“The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the
LoORD are true and righteous altogether.

""More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.

""By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is
great reward.

“Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret
faults.

"“Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get
dominion over me; then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a great
offense.

'“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

"“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. "°For in the one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

"“Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. "’If the
foot would say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body,” that
would not make it any less a part of the body. '°And if the ear would say,
“Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,” that would not
make it any less a part of the body. '’If the whole body were an eye, where
would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the
sense of smell be? "°But as it is, God arranged the members in the body,
each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would
the body be? “’As it is, there are many members, yet one body. *'The eye
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the
feet, “I have no need of you.” “’On the contrary, the members of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, “*and those members of the
body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our
less respectable members are treated with greater respect; “*whereas our
more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the
body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, “’that there may be
no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care
for one another. “°If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

“’Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. “°And
God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance,
forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. “’Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? “’Do all possess gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? °'“But strive for the
greater gifts.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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*GOSPEL: Luke 4:14-21

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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"“Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. '’He began
to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.

"®When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went
to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to
read, '"and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled
the scroll and found the place where it was written:

"®“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
"“to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
““And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. “'Then he began to
say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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C| Praise to you O  Christ
Sermon

We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day: We Give Thee but Thine Own ELW 686
Next Page



We Give Thee but Thine Own
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1 We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus  as stew-ards true r1e - ceive,
3 The cap-tive to te - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may  be:
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all that we have 1s thine a -lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad -1y, as thou bless-est wus, to thee our first-fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it is  a Christ-like thing.
what-¢’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it un - to thee.
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Text: William W. How, 18231897,
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Music: HEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850




*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to
pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through
the faithful witness of your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good
news to all people. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and
beautiful bodies that you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales,
and every creature in between. Sustain species at risk of extinction. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our
society, nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease
conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to war. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for
people living in poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, or
those living under oppression (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this
congregation (especially). Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value
each person who enters into worship and ministry among us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation
has now been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn (especially). Bring us
together in your everlasting glory. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all
of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lords’ face shines on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

*Sending Song: Thy Strong Word ELW 511
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Vivace J.S. Bach



Thy Strong Word
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Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



CHURCH

UNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s

website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER
THAN TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church

office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL
AND RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL
NEWS, ****



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Church NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL

MEETING
Council
February 13th 12 PM

COVID Guidelines will be in effect!

**During the winter months Church Council Meetings
will be held the second Sunday after Worship Service.




Our Prayer List:

Pastor Scott Tim Surkovich Dana Detwiler Debbie Thomas
Carolyn Feather Bob Hench Donna Wilt Peggy Thatcher
Jane Helmers

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts.

Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines

The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional but encouraged.




WELL.CA NEWS

Let’s“face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or
given up on our work for the church. We are in the
planning stages for upcoming events and activities.
Watch the bulletins, newsletters and website for more
News.

To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new
members. If you or someone you know would like to join
us contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt.

PRAY FOR SOMEONE

Pray for those people who are
hurting and going through some
unimaginable circumstances.

Pray for those who want their
lives to be better and to be free
from those things that may be
holding them back. Even
though you may not know them,
God knows their situation.




St. James Cvangelical
Lutheran Chuwich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org

AR
A

'l\'."‘ E}G e
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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