St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
January 2, 2022
2nd Sunday of
Christmas
Communion
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
Welcome
We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Roger Glad
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License
#31114
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225

St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.
Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.
Prelude:
Love Has Come
arr. A.D. Miller
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
An extended silence may be kept.
Merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

We Gather
*GATHERING SONG:
NEXT PAGE

Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning ELW 303

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P:
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that
we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word
First Reading:
A reading from Jeremiah.
7

Jeremiah 31:7-14

Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for
the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your
people, the remnant of Israel.”
8
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from
the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with
child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here.
9
With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I
will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not
stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10
Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far
away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a
shepherd a flock.”
11
For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too
strong for him.
12
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be
radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a
watered garden, and they shall never languish again.
13
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and
the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and
give them gladness for sorrow.
14
I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with
my bounty, says the Lord.
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

147:12-20

12

Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion,

13

who has strengthened the bars of your gates and has blessed your
children within you.
14

God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with the
finest wheat.
15

God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very
swiftly.
16

God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes.

17

God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against God’s
cold?
18

The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and the
waters flow.
19

God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel.

20

The Lord has not done so to any other nation; they do not know God’s
judgments. Hallelujah!
Second Reading:

Ephesians 1:3-14

A reading from Ephesians.
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
4
just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy
and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will,
6
to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on
us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of
his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth.

11

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to
his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on
Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you
had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit;
14
this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own
people, to the praise of his glory.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL:
The Holy Gospel according to John.

John 1:[1-9] 10-18

[1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.
8
He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15
(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
18
No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the
Father’s heart, who has made him known.
The Gospel of the Lord.

Sermon

We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day:

As with Gladness Men of Old

ELW 302

*Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and
space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our
attention to those who communicate through sign, braille, and technology.
Make your church a place where all methods of communication are celebrated.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking us
up today to witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to your
wisdom and deepen our care for your natural world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train nations
and peoples to honor and respect one another, especially those whose names
and identities have been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children
navigating the adoption process, especially those in the foster system. Sustain
those struggling with infertility or pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace all in need
(especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles in this
congregation or making transitions in their families, workplaces, or
communities (especially). As the seasons and the calendar change, equip us
for unexpected challenges. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of loving service (especially
Wilhelm Loehe, whom we commemorate today). Lead us in your grace until,
with all your saints, we enter the fullness of your glory. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to
you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our
Savior.
Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
*Offering Prayer:

C:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

We Share the Feast
*Holy Communion

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom
we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Thanksgiving at the Table
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy
supper.
Today we receive the Holy Eucharist through elements that have been
pre-consecrated on this altar by Pastor Folmar.
In the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist we are told that on the night in which
he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it for
all to eat saying, “This is my body given for you, do this for the remembrance
of me”. Again after supper, we are told, that he took the cup, gave thanks,
gave it for all to drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins, do this for the
remembrance of me”. For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Communion Distribution—The Communion cups are opened at this time.
Remove the Communion wafer from the cup—P: Body of Christ given for
you.
Remove wrapper from Wine cup—P: Blood of Christ shed for you.
*Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
C: Amen

*Song after Communion:

Thank the Lord

LBW Pg 72

*Prayer after Communion
P:

Let us pray.
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts
of bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen
us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray.

C:

Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song:
NEXT PAGE

Bright and Glorious is the Sky
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*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional:

It Came Upon The Midnight Clear.

Arr. A D. Miller

In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER and IMPORTANT

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM.
For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.
****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call
and reserve a space for your article so that the
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to
provide space for all the congregational
news.****

BULLETIN DEADLINE
CHURCH UN-DECORATING
* Pizza for Lunch
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE

JAN 4TH 10:30AM
JAN 8TH 10 AM
JAN 15TH 12 PM

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
February 13th 12 PM
COVID Guidelines will be in effect!

**During the winter months Church Council Meetings
will be held the second Sunday after Worship Service.

Our Prayer List:
Pastor Scott
Carolyn Feather
Jane Helmers

Tim Surkovich
Bob Hench

Dana Detwiler
Donna Wilt

Debbie Thomas
Peggy Thatcher

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military
Graystone Manor//Bellmeade
Inglenook Sr. Apts.
Robert Civils
Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home:
Janet Kauffman

In their own homes:
Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines
The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional.

WELCA NEWS
Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or given up
on our work for the church. We are in the planning stages for
upcoming events and activities. Watch the bulletins,
newsletters and website for more news.
To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new
members. If you or someone you know would like to join us
contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt.
_________________________________________________________________________
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