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we ask that

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
December 19, 2021
4th Sunday
of Advent
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
anist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL

you please sign our guest book.

PuLPIT SuPPLY: MARK HOOVER
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Church Org

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light. Johann School
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Rejoice, Rejoice Belivers ELW 244
NEXT PAGE



Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660—1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 18231907

Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

[ I , | | ,
" - 2 —1 I — i f I I
p—— — o=
z = * -
1 Re - joice, re -joice, be - licv - crs, and let your lights ap - pcar;
2 The watch-crs on  the moun - tain  pro - claim the bride - groom ncar;
3 The saints, who here in pa - tlience their cross and sul - 'rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex - pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve -ning  is ad - vanc - ing, and dark -er night is near.
g0 forth as he ap - proach - es with al - le - lu - ias clear.
shall live and reign for - ev er when sor-row is no more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be - night-ed sphere.
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The bridec-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold:
With hcarts and hands up - lift - cd, we plecad, O Lord, to scc
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Up, pray and watch and wrecs - tle; at  mid - night comes the cry.
A - T1ise, O  heirs of glo - r1y:; the bride-groom is at hand.
in tri - umph cast  be - fore him their di - a - dems of gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
I s } T — n
I I I " I
I I I
I & | I 1l
- _* =
Lord, have mer - cy.
0 | .
2 I I T y T
e T
Lot | 1
o
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive
you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

* LIGHTING OF 4TH ADVENT CANDLE
*Candle Lighting Hymn People Look East ELW 248

People, Look East
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We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a
A reading from Micah.

“But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.

“Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor
has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of
Israel.

“And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for
now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 2and he shall be the one
of peace.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Luke 1:46b-55
“*My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, “’my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior,

““for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From this
day all generations will call me blessed:

““you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name.

**You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to
generation.

°"You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their
conceit,

*“casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly.
**You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.

**You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the
promise of mercy,

*’the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever.



Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10

A reading from Hebrews.

°Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,

but a body you have prepared for me;
°in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.
"Then | said, ‘See, God, | have come to do your will, O God’

(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
®When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are
offered according to the law), ’then he added, “See, | have come to do
your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. '’And it
is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le - Tu - 1 Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of ¢ - ter-nal life. Al -le -lu - 1a
*GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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C] Glo - 1y to you, O Lord

“In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the
hill country, ““where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. “'"When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit ““and exclaimed with a
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. “’And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord
comes to me? ““For as soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the
child in my womb leaped for joy. “>’And blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

[°And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, “’and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior, “*for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his
servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; “*for the
Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. *"His
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. °'He has
shown stren%th with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of
their hearts. >“He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and
lifted up the lowly; “’he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the
rich away empty. >’He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of
his mercy, “according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to
Abraham and to his descendants forever.”]

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O  Christ.
Sermon

We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:  Once in Royal David’s City ELW 269
Next Page



Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man- ger for his bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’n a - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’s right hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her Ilit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth  our Sav-ior ho-ly.
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there his chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818—-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876




*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.



We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places
that yearn for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s
gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your
transforming grace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made.
Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants
of your creation that brings forth abundant life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen
those who seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists,
journalists, and all who call our attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your
lovingkindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any
struggling with infertility and those who await test results, are in treatment and
hospice care, and others in need (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries
of this congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those
who hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Here other intercessions may be offered.

Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you
thanks for those who, like Mary, were courageous in their withess
(especially). Give us such courage until that day when you fulfill all things.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect.
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lords’ face shines on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

*Sending Song: Joy to the World ELW 267
(next page)

*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: O Lord, How Shall | Meet You Arr. Paul Manz



Joy to the World
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cenl.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



CHURCH

UNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s

website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER
THAN TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church

office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL
AND RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL
NEWS, ****



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

Mark Pour Calendars §
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BULLETIN DEADLINE DEC 21ST 10:30AM
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE DEC 24TH 7:30PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE DEC 28TH 10:30AM
BULLETIN DEADLINE JAN 4TH 10:30AM
CHURCH UN-DECORATING JAN 8TH 10 AM

* Pizza for Lunch




Our Prayer List:

Pastor Scott Tim Surkovich Dana Detwiler Debbie Thomas
Carolyn Feather Bob Hench Donna Wilt Peggy Thatcher
Jane Helmers

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts.

Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines

The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional.
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WELCA OF ST JAMES INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE!

WORD"

WHEN: November 7 - December 19
WHAT: Dog and cat food, treats and small blankets.

WHO: You, you and you
WHERE: Please bring your donations to the church

and place them under the WELCA Tree
Did you know our Human Society is a "NO KILL NETWORK!"




NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

February 13th 12 PM
COVID Guidelines will be in effect!

**During the winter months Church Council Meetings
will be held the second Sunday after Worship Service.
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St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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