
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

December 12, 2021 

3rd Sunday       

of  Advent 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply:  Margaret thatcher 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:      The Snow Lay On The Ground    arr Alice Jordan  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your  holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God,  
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.  In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel    ELW  257 

NEXT PAGE 



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our 
ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may 
bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen 

* LIGHTING OF 3RD ADVENT CANDLE 
 

*Candle Lighting Hymn  People Look East  ELW 248 



PSALM           Isaiah 12:2-6  

 
2
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord 

God is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 
 

3
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 

 

4
And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name; 

make known the deeds of the Lord among the nations; proclaim that this 
name is exalted.  
 

5
Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be known 

in all the earth. 
 

6
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy 

One of Israel.   

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:        Zephaniah 3:14-20  
 

A reading from Zephaniah. 
 

14
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all 

your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 
15

The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned 
away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you 
shall fear disaster no more. 
16

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let 
your hands grow weak. 
17

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he 
will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will 
exult over you with loud singing 
18

as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will 
not bear reproach for it. 
19

I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame 
and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and  
renown in all the earth. 
20

At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I 
will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 
  

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:        Luke 3:7-18  
  The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Second Reading:     Philippians 4:4-7  
 

A reading from Philippians. 
 

4
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

5
Let your gentleness 

be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 
6
Do not worry about anything, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your   
requests be made known to God. 

7
And the peace of God, which           

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



7
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood 

of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8
Bear fruits 

worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have    
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. 

9
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 

trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 
  

10
And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 

11
In reply he 

said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 
none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 

12
Even tax collectors 

came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 
13

He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 
14

Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, 
“Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 
satisfied with your wages.” 
  

15
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 
16

John 
answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

17
His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  

18
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 

people. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



Sermon 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:     The King Shall Come   ELW 260 
Next Page 
        





*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places 
that yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good 
news. Grant peace to congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition. 
Guide the work of candidacy and call committees. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life 
into us, that we are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up 
prophets in our own day who warn against captivity to greed and point us to 
the freedom found in generosity. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your 
arms, that we trust you and are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry,      
imprisoned, or ill this day (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly 
and bless the ministry of church musicians (especially). With instruments and 
dance, join our voices to the song of all creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and 
grace (especially). By the power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith 
until we make our home with you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect.      
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 



 

We  Are Sent 
 

 
 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lords’ face shines on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

 
*Sending Song:               Flying Wide the Door   ELW 259 
(next page)              
 
 
*Dismissal           
         
                                                                    
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Recessional: Hark The Glad Sound, The Savior Comes  arr Hawies/Langlois  





 
In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 

 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 

REMINDER and IMPORTANT 
 

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later 
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 

****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be     
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call 
and reserve a space for your article so that the   
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to     

provide space for all the congregational 
news.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING TODAY   DEC 12TH 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 14TH 10:30AM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE   DEC 15TH 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 21ST 10:30AM 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE    DEC 24TH 7:30PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     DEC 28TH 10:30AM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     JAN 4TH 10:30AM 
CHURCH UN-DECORATING    JAN 8TH 10 AM 
 * Pizza for Lunch 

There will be choir practice after worship: 
 

December 12th 
December 19th 



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott      Tim Surkovich  Dana Detwiler  Debbie Thomas 

Carolyn Feather 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts. 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional.  



 

WELCA NEWS 
 

Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our 
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or given up 
on our work for the church. We are in the planning stages for 
upcoming events and activities.  Watch the bulletins,      
newsletters and website for more news. 
 

To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new   
members. If you or someone you know would like to join us 
contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WELCA’s Christmas Get Together All are invited! 
DATE DECEMBER 11, 2021, WHERE: The Dream          
TIME: 12PM 
  

This opportunity provided by  
THRIVENT grant.  



WELCA OF ST JAMES INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE! 
 

WHEN: November 7 - December 19 
WHAT: Dog and cat food, treats and small blankets. 
WHO: You, you and you 
WHERE: Please br ing your donations to the church 
and place them under the WELCA Tree 

 

Did you know our Human Society is a "NO KILL NETWORK!" 

"LOVE IS A  

FOUR LEGGED            WORD"  



NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

TODAY 
 

December 12th  12 PM             
 

COVID Guidelines will be in effect! 

**During the winter months Church Council Meetings 
will be held the second Sunday after Worship Service.  



A Big Thank You to John and Robin Kessler 

for purchasing, setting up and decorating the 

new Christmas Tree for our sanctuary.  It is 

beautiful and much appreciated. 

 

Thank You to Shirley Manbeck and Syvia 

Malsatzki for decorating our Social Hall 

and the altar for the Christmas season. 

 

Thank You to the crew (Mike Savino, Mark 

Hoover, Sharon Lightner, Robin Kessler and 

Bill & Donna Wilt for decorating the church 

for Christmas. 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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