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St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
December 5, 2021

2nd Sunday of Advent

Communion
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
anist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL

you please sign our guest book.

Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

PuLPIT SUuPPLY: ROGER GLAD

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Church Org

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
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in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: O Sanctissima arr Philip G. Kreckel
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG:  Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264
NEXT PAGE



Prepare the Royal Highway

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772—1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Let ev - ‘ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar - ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ’ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore - told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind -ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
I s } T — n
I I I " I
I I I
I & | I 1l
- _* =
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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A - men, a - men.



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,

I T — ~ R | —
O f—T 11 i— nIIF °s o r— |.

gJ e - 1

al-le -lu-1a, al-le - Iu - ia. 1 Wor-thy 1s Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us  free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are  his.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P: Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.

By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

* LIGHTING OF 2ND ADVENT CANDLE
*Candle Lighting Hymn People Look East ELW 248
People, Look East
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
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Text: Elcanor Farjcon, 1881-1965

Music: BESANCON, French carol; arr. Barry Rose, b. 1934

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

Arr, © 1999 Novello & Company Ltd., London, United Kingdom. All rights reserved. International copyright secured.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4
A reading from Malachi.

'See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD
of hosts. “But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand
when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; *he will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine
them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in
righteousness. “Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing
to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Luke 1:68-79
*“Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have come to your people
and set them free.

“*You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of
your servant David.

"“Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our
enemies, ' 'from the hands of | all who hate us,

"“to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy
covenant.

"*This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: "“to set us free from
the hands of our enemies,

free to worship you without fear, "°holy and righteous before you, all
the days of our life.

"°And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will
go before the Lord to prepare the way,



""to give God’s people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of
their sins.

"®In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break
upon us,

"“to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of
death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11
A reading from Philippians.

°| thank my God every time | remember you “constantly praying with joy
in every one of my prayers for all of f you, “because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until now. °l am confident of this, that the one
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day
of Jesus Christ. ‘It is rlght for me to think this way about all of you,
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace
with me, both in my |mpr|sonment and in the defense and confirmation of
the gospel. °For God is my witness, how | long for all of you with the
compassion of Christ Jesus. “And this is my prayer, that your love may
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight "to help you to
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, ''having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.



*GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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(C] Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

'In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruIer of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
ruler of Abilene, “during the high priesthood of Annas and Calaghas the
word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. "He went
into all the region around the Jordan, proclalmlng a baptlsm of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, “as it is written in the book of the
words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
°Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
°and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

ELW 254

I Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;
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from our fears and

sins re - lease us;

let us

find our

rest 1n thee.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

born to reign in us for-ev -er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our heartsa - lone;
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by thine all -suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.



*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places
that yearn for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make
our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching,
that their words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with
shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you
create and call good. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf
of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the
imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them
bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our
lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely,
or ill (especially). Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received.
Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill
in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more
humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in
faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive
these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when
he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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in the name  of the Lord.  Ho - san-na in the high - est.




*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy
supper.

Today we receive the Holy Eucharist through elements that have been
pre-consecrated on this altar by Pastor Folmar.

In the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist we are told that on the night in which
he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it for
all to eat saying, “This is my body given for you, do this for the remembrance
of me”. Again after supper, we are told, that he took the cup, gave thanks,
gave it for all to drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins, do this for the
remembrance of me”. For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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mer-cy  on us. Lamb  of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant  us peace, grant us  peace.
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Communion Distribution—The Communion cups are opened at this time.
Remove the Communion wafer from the cup—P: Body of Christ given for
you.

Remove wrapper from Wine cup—P: Blood of Christ shed for you.

*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

C: Amen



*Song after Communion: Thank the Lord LBW Pg 72
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*Prayer after Communion
P: Let us pray.
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the

Spirit’'s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of
mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our

guest.
C: Amen.
We Are Sent
*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW 239
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: O Sanctissima arr Philip G. Kreckel



Hark, the Glad Sound!

0 , | | , | , |
- T2 ] =
===t === SFe==
1 Hark,the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken heart to bind, the bleed - ing
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pare a throne and ev - 'ty voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters yield.
of his grace toen - rich the hum -  ble poor.
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Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s

website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER
THAN TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church

office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL
AND RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL
NEWS. ™™™



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

Mark Pour Calendars
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BULLETIN DEADLINE DEC 7TH 10:30 AM
WELCA CHRISTMAS GET TOGETHER
AT THE DREAM DEC 11TH 12 PM
*Must register no later Dec 6th by calling the St James church office
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING DEC 12TH 12 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE DEC 14TH 10:30AM
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE DEC 15TH 12 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE DEC 21ST 10:30AM
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE DEC 24TH 7:30PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE DEC 28TH 10:30AM
BULLETIN DEADLINE JAN 4TH 10:30AM
CHURCH UN-DECORATING JAN 8TH 10 AM

* Pizza for Lunch




Our Prayer List:
Pastor Scott Tim Surkovich Dana Detwiler Debbie Thomas

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts.

Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines

The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional.




» ELCA NEWS

=
Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or given up
on our work for the church. We are in the planning stages for
upcoming events and activities. Watch the bulletins,
newsletters and website for more news.

To help fulfill our mission WELCA i1s looking for new
members. If you or someone you know would like to join us
contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt.

WELCA’s Christmas Get Together 4/l are invited!
DATE DECEMBER 11, 2021, WHERE: The Dream

TIME: 12PM

*Must register no later Dec 6th by calling the St James church office

This opportunity provided by

THRIVENT grant. ',; THRIVENT

FINANCIAL®
Connecting faith & finances for good.”
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NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

December 12th 12 PM
COVID Guidelines will be in effect!

**During the winter months Church Council Meetings
will be held the second Sunday after Worship Service.
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"LOVE IS A
FOUR LEGGED 00 WORD"
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WELCA OF ST JAMES INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE!

WHEN: November 7 - December 19
WHAT: Dog and cat food, treats and small blankets.

WHO: You, you and you
WHERE: Please bring your donations to the church

and place them under the WELCA Tree
Did you know our Human Society is a "NO KILL NETWORK!"




A Season of Hope
& Expectation




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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