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St. James Sunday
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Welcome
We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: MARK HOOVER
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License
#31114
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225

St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.
Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.
Prelude:
Built On A Rock
arr Wilson Lasky
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
An extended silence may be kept.
Merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

We Gather
*GATHERING SONG:
NEXT PAGE

A Mighty Fortress is Our God

ELW 504

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P:
Let us pray.
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful
people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in
times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow
on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word
First Reading:
A reading from Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 31:31-34

31

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was
their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be
my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin
no more.
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
PSALM
1

46

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

2

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the
mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

3

though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its
tumult.

4

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy
habitation of the Most High.

5

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it
at the break of day.

6

The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the
earth melts away.

7

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

8

Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God
has brought upon the earth;

9

behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks
the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.

10

“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among
the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”

11

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Second Reading:

Romans 3:19-28

A reading from Romans.
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world
may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in
his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin.
21
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For
there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice
of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the
sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he
himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that
of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL:
The Holy Gospel according to John.

31

John 8:31-36

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my
word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits
sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the
household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you
free, you will be free indeed.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Sermon

We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day:

Faith of Our Fathers

ELW 813

*Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in
prayer for all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.
We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows
from the cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love
for all people with persistence and hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads,
and neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give
us the will to curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect
the vulnerable. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on Tuesday
at local polling places (especially). Pour wisdom and understanding upon all
who govern so that communities of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit (especially).
Strengthen hospitals, clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery
centers to be holy spaces of renewal that all might live the abundant life you
intend. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and
learning in confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools,
seminaries, and universities. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who
dwell in your holy habitation (especially). Give us courage through their
example to challenge unjust systems and work toward life-giving reformation.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your
hands; through Jesus Christ, our truth and life.
Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

C:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

We Share the Feast
*Holy Communion

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Thanksgiving at the Table
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts , that
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy
supper.
Today we receive the Holy Eucharist through elements that have been
pre-consecrated on this altar by Pastor Fulman.
In the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist we are told that on the night in which
he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it for
all to eat saying, “This is my body given for you, do this for the remembrance
of me”. Again after supper, we are told, that he took the cup, gave thanks,
gave it for all to drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins, do this for the
remembrance of me”. For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

SOLO:

His Eye Is On The Sparrow

Bob Hench

Communion Distribution
*Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
C: Amen

*Song after Communion:

Thank the Lord

LBW Pg 72

*Prayer after Communion
P:

Let us pray.
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you
have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C:

Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song:
(next page)

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

ELW 597

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional:

Jesus Shall Reign

arr Broughton/Hatton

In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER and IMPORTANT

Bulletin Additions must be submitted no later
than Tuesday at 10:30 AM.
For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.
****If an article for the Kirchenblatt cannot be
submitted by the 15th of the month, please call
and reserve a space for your article so that the
Kirchenblatt can be formatted ahead of time to
provide space for all the congregational
news.****

REFORMATION SUNDAY
BULLETIN DEADLINE
BULLETIN DEADLINE
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE
BULLETIN DEADLINE
POINSETTIA ORDER DEADLINE
CHURCH CHRISTMAS DECORATING
* Pizza for Lunch
WELCA CHRISTMAS GET TOGETHER
* Place and Time TBD
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE
CHURCH UN-DECORATING
* Pizza for Lunch

OCT 31ST
NOV 2ND 10:30AM
NOV 9TH 10:30AM
NOV 14TH 12PM
NOV 15TH 12 PM
NOV 16TH 10:30AM
NOV 28TH 12 PM
DEC 4TH 10 AM
DEC 11TH
DEC 12TH 12 PM
DEC 15TH 12 PM
JAN 8TH 10 AM

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

December 12th 12 PM
COVID Guidelines will be in effect!

**During the winter months Church Council Meetings
will be held the second Sunday after Worship Service.

Our Prayer List:
Pastor Scott Carol Weaver
Shirley Manbeck Bill Wilt Donna Foster
Tim Surkovich
Dana Detwiler
Debbie Thomas
(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military
Graystone Manor//Bellmeade
Inglenook Sr. Apts.
Robert Civils
Sylvia Malsatzki

Allegheny Lutheran Home:
Janet Kauffman

In their own homes:
Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines
The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional.

WELCA NEWS
Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our
lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or given up
on our work for the church. We are in the planning stages for
upcoming events and activities. Watch the bulletins,
newsletters and website for more news.
To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new
members. If you or someone you know would like to join us
contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt.
_________________________________________________
Next Meeting: Saturday October 30th 10 AM

_________________________________________________________________________

WELCA’s Christmas Get Together A ll are invited!
DATE DECEMBER 11,2021, WHERE: TBD
This opportunity provided by
THRIVENT grant.

The Annual Congregational meeting will be held:

November 14th
after the service. There will be nominations for council
members and then the election for council. The budget
will be discussed and then anything else that the
congregation may bring to our attention.

"LOVE IS A
FOUR LEGGED

WORD"

WELCA OF ST JAMES INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE!

WHEN: November 7 - December 19
WHAT: Dog and cat food, treats and small blankets.
WHO: You, you and you
WHERE: Please br ing your donations to the church
and place them under the WELCA Tree
Did you know our Human Society is a "NO KILL NETWORK!"

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602
814-944-6835
stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org

