
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

October 24, 2021 

22nd Sunday       

after Pentecost 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
PULPIT SUPPLY:  STEVE KATCHER 
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED 
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come    arr  Lynn L. Peterson  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your  holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God,  
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.  In the name of 

Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 

through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   

Amen. 

We Gather 
   

 

*GATHERING SONG:            You Servants of God     ELW 825 

NEXT PAGE 



 *GREETING:  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the     
darkness of our ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn 
us to seek your face, and enable us to reflect your goodness, through   
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:         Jeremiah 31:7-9  
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

7
Thus says the LORD: 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O LORD, your people, 
  the remnant of Israel.” 
 

8
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor, together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
 

9
With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn.  
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM           126 

 

1
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

  then were we like those who dream. 
 

2
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of 

     joy. Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great 
     things for them.” 
 

3
The LORD has done great things for us, 

  and we are glad indeed. 
 

4
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

  like the watercourses of the Negeb. 
 

5
Those who sowed with tears 

  will reap with songs of joy. 
 

6
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 

  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.   

Second Reading:     Hebrews 7:23-28 
 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 

23
The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented 

by death from continuing in office; 
24

but he holds his priesthood             
permanently, because he continues forever. 

25
Consequently he is able for 

all time to save those who approach God through him, since he always 
lives to make intercession for them. 
26

For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, 
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.    
27

Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after 
day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did 
once for all when he offered himself. 

28
For the law appoints as high 

priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, 
which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made      
perfect forever.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:        Mark 10:46-52 
  The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 



46
As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 

Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 
47

When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and 
say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

48
Many sternly ordered 

him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” 

49
Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they 

called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 
50

So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 
51

Then     
Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man 
said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 

52
Jesus said to him, “Go; your 

faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed 
him on the way. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:      Just As I Am, without One Plea ELW 592 
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*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in  
prayer for all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries throughout 
the world that serve as centers of prayer and action. Empower missionaries, 
teachers, healers, evangelists, and all who are sent to share your song of joy. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant    
harvests. Strengthen and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie  
farmlands, to patio planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who lovingly tend 
them. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build up the 
common good. Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations 
(especially), that peace extends in every direction. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others. 
Comfort and strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain. Send healing and 
relief to all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others. Inspire 
generosity in your people, so that we carry out the work of making        
disciples of all nations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our 
faith. Give us courage to follow in hope until you gather us all around your 
table of abundance. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your 
hands; through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. 
Amen. 



 

We  Are Sent 
 

 
 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lords’ face shines on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

 
*Sending Song:    The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve  ELW 551 
(next page)              
 
 
*Dismissal           
         
                                                                    
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Recessional:   Marche Solonelle      William Stickles 

  





 

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 
 

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 

RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     

PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


BULLETIN DEADLINE     OCT 26TH 10:30AM 
WELCA MEETING      OCT 30TH 10 AM 
REFORMATION SUNDAY     OCT 31ST 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     NOV 2ND 10:30AM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     NOV 9TH 10:30AM 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  NOV 14TH 12PM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE   NOV 15TH 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     NOV 16TH 10:30AM 
CHURCH CHRISTMAS DECORATING   DEC 4TH 10 AM 
 * Pizza for Lunch 
WELCA CHRISTMAS GET TOGETHER  DEC 11TH 
 * Place and Time TBD 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING    DEC 12TH 12 PM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE   DEC 15TH 12 PM 
CHURCH UN-DECORATING    JAN 8TH 10 AM 
 * Pizza for Lunch 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  

MEETING  
 

December 12th  12 PM             
 

COVID Guidelines will be in effect! 

**During the winter months Church Council Meetings 

will be held the second Sunday after Worship Service.  



Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott     Carol Weaver      Shirley Manbeck Bill Wilt     Donna Foster 

Tim Surkovich  Dana Detwiler  Bob Hench 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts. 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional.  



 

WELCA NEWS 
 

Let’s face it, the pandemic has affected every part of our 

lives, including WELCA. We haven’t disappeared or given up 

on our work for the church. We are in the planning stages for 

upcoming events and activities.  Watch the bulletins,      

newsletters and website for more news. 
 

To help fulfill our mission WELCA is looking for new   

members. If you or someone you know would like to join us 

contact Peggy Thatcher or Donna Wilt. 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Next Meeting:   Saturday October 30th 10 AM 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WELCA’s Christmas Get Together All are invited! 

DATE DECEMBER 11,2021, WHERE: TBD 

This opportunity provided by  

THRIVENT grant.  



WELCA OF ST JAMES INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE! 

 

WHEN: November 7 - December 19 

WHAT: Dog and cat food, treats and small blankets. 

WHO: You, you and you 

WHERE: Please br ing your donations to the church 

and place them under the WELCA Tree 
 

Did you know our Human Society is a "NO KILL NETWORK!" 

"LOVE IS A  

FOUR LEGGED            WORD"  



 

The Annual Congregational meeting will be held: 

November 14th 

after the service.  There will be nominations for council 
members and then the election for council.  The budget 

will be discussed and then anything else that the           
congregation may bring to our attention. 



October 31, 2021 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16602 
 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 

www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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